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* 
- Anthor of theſe-Pu- | 
FLY P*rs do cafbly foreſer, | that || 
pH #15 following Diſconrſe | 
"a2 IS will not be welcons to ſwn- + 
dry forts of Readers: As for: thoſe | 
that are curious, and that are pleaſed | 
ouly with Novelties," he 'expel#5 ya | 
be deſpiſed by ſuch. - For he knows, | 
that theſe Athenians ſpend their time | 
in hearing or telling [ome wew thing, | 
and he will not wonder that, th:ſe me -/ 
ſhould call bim Babler. Nor gors che | 
much value the Cenſures of thoſe mer | 
that had rather be learned then holy.-; 
But yet he hopes, if the following Dif- | 
courſe carry #:1h it truth, chat Je batt 
wot deſerve « Cenſvure, becauſe it is nes | 
trim 4s well 45 true: For af be was! 
| A 4. 1 08s 
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_ The PREFACE. 
at firft = upon theſe Meditations, 
#0 ſupply the neceſſities of ſuch as re- 
quired all plainneſs of ſpeech, ſoit is 
row made publick for the benefit of 

ſuchy, Andif to any ſuch; whoſe 
bearts ave better then thtir heads this 
Treatiſe ſhall afford any. ſpiritual ad- 
Vantage, the Author will moſs chear- 
fully wnderge the ſcorn of the more. 
curious Reader: fince his deflen in: 
publiſhing theſe things was, not to en- 


 bertain the Reader with quaint' and 
 aiery forms of ſprecb, but, faithfully 


#6repreſent to him the great neceſſity 
of reformation in heart and life. And 
certainly, it would be a great Piexe of 
vanity in ſo meighty a matter. as this 
is, to flowriſh with effetFed and often- 


' | tations forme of ſpeech; And ſome 


wen world queſtion the truth of what 
we ſay ; if we ſhould dreſs onr Dif- - 


, | conrſes in ſuch a Pedaptry as Boyes 
| do their Declamations. That. man | 
| would be very cruel, that ſhould (ce 
| Ws Neighbowrs honſe on fire, but yet 


mould. 


© ThePREFACE; | 
wonld not give | his Neighbour notice - 
of his daneer, till he had ſindied s 
quaint ſpeech to deliver the [ad ridings 
with, When tbe flames of Hell are 
approaching Hs. to the wen we 
preach to, the danger will command. us 
to be earneſt, but not oblige #s to be 
eloquent. We muſt rather do as the 
Angels did by. Lot, . who inflead of 
holding him. with an eloquent Ha: 
range, told him plainly of. the 
danger jhat did approach, and while 
he lingred , laid their hands on 
him, and broaght. him out of the” 
Cy. | | 
To. others this fellowing Diſcourſe. 
will be uawelcom, not onely becauſe 
it hath been ſo hardy to come 4- © 
broad in publick, when there. are 
ſo many Books already that. can 
finde no Entertainment; Eut allo 
Bf #ccauſe this: Argument hath already. 
been handl:d by men of greut worth © 
and name. Aud inated it 68g: 
v0t be denicd that the world is tes full 


as ww os 


wa a5 
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_- TFkePREFACE. 
f” Buoks,, and that this Subjtdt hath 
bin infited-on by men of great abili- 
vies, But then every one dots not mee; 
F mTith whathaih been ſaid, nor can eve- 
| - Ty one @nderſflund them,” aud there are 
| wery few ithet bred them,and yt i5 the 
thing it felf_of very great concery- 
went to the- ſouls of men. And is- 
died, copfederine ' how frequently me 
| clude themſelves with « promiſe of 
| death-bed Repentanct, and how they 


* #ranſereſr in the mean time, and make 
'l their Accounts ſwell; and the Amer 
# having had ivo much ſad experience 
| of the prevailing of this conceit a- 


} enong thoſe thit have bis committed 
| #6 bis cure, thourhthimſelf *obliges to 
| reoniet of nn ſnch"a miſtake 45 
| 25 at once v6th very common aud very. 
FF WC a Ns 
|} _ But there is antiher fort of Reader, 
' bo though they may peruſe the things 
| hat are here offered, andict them pals 
| withont 2 cen{ure; will ugt be pers Jo 
i ded 10-41 ef ef#nnt ard ſpread Refor- | 
wo” SI MAHON, 
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The, PREFACE 


wation. The moſt undemable.- Rear, -* 


[ons, the moſt paſſinate Exhortations, - 
the moſt earneſt Intreatics will not 


prevail with them preſently to forſake- 


all their ſins, aud to love and ſerve 


God. They will fill pet the evil Hay 
far from them,” and promiſe themſelves 
time 4nd grace'euongh to repent bere- 
after 4, and if one jhould ariſe from 
the dead, and from the damned, yer 
would they wot be perſwaded to wake: 

baſte. Theſe men are buried in [ex- 
ſual delights and pleaſares, and have. 
acquainted themſelves mith theſe. 
thrngs only that gratifie and pleaſe the 
animal A they have bin brought up. 
is ſin and fooliſh pleaſures, and taught - 
to admire the pomp and gaiety of this. 


preſent world, and to purſue earneſtly. 


the defigns of their pride, and luff, 
and cw Mex ; and think that 4a. 
little after-care abowt their ſouls, a 
few hapeful words at laſt will ſatisfie 
Almighty God for all. They know 
ſoine care muſt be taken abouy their 

we CAC CG. PARCP. folls 


The PREFACE. 
fouls: before they. die, that they muft 
repent apd amend, and this they re- 
ſolve to de ſome tim: before their 
aeath. 


JT (ball: nar forbear-10 9 ſeme-- 
| thing to ſuch a'man that thus delays. 
his repentance, over and above what 


he may find inthe enſuing Diſcourſe, 
by which it will appear, however he 
may deceive bis own ſoul, that when 
he puts off his repentance to hcreafter, 
:p all probability he will newer repent 
* at all, bat die in his fins, and be mi- 

\ fſerable 10 all eternity... And to cop 
vince ſuch a man, that this may very 
. Juſtly be preſumed and f arid, 1 ſhall 
Aefire kim to Confider with me the fols 
lowing Severals, which will make 'it 


wery probable, that whereas he ſayes © 


ht will repent hereafter, that yet be 
will ever repent 4t all. x 


1, Conſider, thou that ſayeſt they 


wilt repent hereafter, what ſhould be 


the reaſen why thou canſt net do. it. 


now.z «nd whether the very ſame 
CL 
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The PREFACE 
reaſon that hinders thee from reform- 
ing now, will not always hinder thee: 
Say what it is, thos that makeſt theſe 
delays, that keeps thee from reform- 
ing preſently ; it 1s the want of powey 
to.do it , and how doſt thou krow thy 
ab,lity will be greater hereafter they 
now? Is it becauſe the Rules of the 
Goſpel are [evere and firidt, and will 
they not be as ſevere hereafter as now 
they are? Or Roeft thou hipe, that 
God will unbexd his Laws, which are © 
wnalterable, and floop to thy prophane- 
neſs? Or doefl thow delay thy 4- 
wendmeit, becauſe thy ſins are many 
and great, and thou deſpaireſt of mer- 
cy? And will not the heap be as 
great hereafter as now? Is it th 
warldly buſineſs, and will it not XZ | 
ways be ſo ? That which now hin- 
ders thee, will always do {o, tall 
it is taken out of the way : things 
ſtanding as they are, the iſſue 
and evint wuſt needs be the fon 
| . That 
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That which makes thee unfit to day, 


wil make thee as unfit to morrow; Nay 
Cirius fiv{ plagaruma 4g oa 
Care Phy guod t like t6 be more 
non diu hiare Per- unfit every Hay thes 
ge 4_s ac others It is here 
as in 4 wound or 
ſore, the loner it continues, the more 
bard it is to cure it, whereas 4 timely 
drefſing ma) cure it quickly: A diſ- 
eaſe tha is timely taken is eaſily cu- 
red ; but if it ſtay till it have. altered 
the blood, and have ama([ed together 4 
laad of filth, and deftroyed the tone 
and firength of the Principal Parts, 
and brontht in 4 general ill habit of 


- body's i may then be paſt all remedy. 


Whatever wnfits thee now, will make 
thee much more nnfit hereafter. For 
45 the work will then be mare hard, ſo 


ll thy Prength be meaker, thy time 


Porter, thy &:[couragements reater, 


'| and thy temptations and 0bjeaions 


wore and more firong then they were 
' ifore.. He that thinks of repeming - | 


© ke Eos, Po. ind ts. Os. S Hs 4 hy 


The .REFACE 
his death-bed, fhould remember that 
he will bawve a ortdteriash 10 dp, and 
leſs time and ftrength to as it in then 
»ow hte hath. => 7. Zbl 
If thy ſins are: ſo.imany and fo 
reat nuw, that thou doſt almoſt 
Tfpair of mercy ,'\ certainly they - 
will be more'and (greater then: if 
it be treubleſom to thee now to 
look back upon thy old ſcores,ſyre- 
ly there will be more of labour:and 
liſcourtgement in.it, to undoand. 
unravel the many fins. of a long 
life: if now thon thinkeſt the 
Commands of Chrift ſevere and 
ſtrit, certainly hereafter, whea: 
thoy haft been more engagediin' fin, 
and longer wedded to the. world | 
and thy lufts are faſter riveted to: .' 
thy ſoul, thou 'wilt [think +more: 
hardly of a holy life, and the Com--: ! 
mands of Chriſt will be more-grie-! : 
| Vous to thee,: Tf now'it be ſo hard- 
a task, what wilt thou thiok it 
when thy day is almoſt>ſpear;l __ | 
Z my 3 
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thy Sun a Terting ! if it be hard 


now to caſt out the unclean ſpirir, 
and biud the ftrong man 5 What a 
task will it be when there are 


mure evil' ſpirits to caſt out, f 


the Ethiopian can change his Skin, or 
the Leopard his ſpots, then may ye alſo 


do good, vhat are accufiomed to de 


[4 Vile 


3. Conſider, thou that ſayeſt | 


thou wilt repent hereafter, whether 
thou haſt nor formerly precmiſed to 


repent, and yet broken thy word, 


and if thou haft, why ſhouldeſt thou 
believe thy ſelf again, Didſt thou 
never upon ſome fick bed, or un- 


der ſome great danger, make a 


Vow, that if God would deliver. 
thee, he ſhould be thy; God ;. and 
et for all that, when the danger 
th been over, thou haſt returned 


to thy fins and evil ways again. | 


And haſt chou not as much reaſon 


*F as ever to think; that as thou didft 
| then buc diflemble wich God, fo 


Gow 
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The PREFACE. 
now thou didft but mock him. 'Thy 
deceitful heart is ftill in thy breaft, 
' If andas ready to impoſe upon thee 
Mas ever it was. | . 
4+ Confider,thou that ſayſt thou 
wilt repent #oworrow,, when this 
worrow Will comez Thou wiltre- 
pent hereafter thou (ayeſt , _ but 
that is an uncertain and »xl;mitcd 
| _ gy ns God _— 4 - 
tain day, laying, To dayif ye wi 
bear hy et Heb, 4+ ” Ft a- 
gain, Behold, now is the accepted 
time, behold pow is the dey of ſaboati- 
01, 2 Cor. 6. 2. d ſays Now, 

J we lay Hereafter : God (ays,to days 
we ſay, tomorrow: . Gods time is 
Kcome, but when will our: time 

" eome? Ir is a worthy ſaying 

of one of the Ancients, "aveurz/i mrs 

aeuCdrc: 713%; T hat, tomorrow hath na 

exd, And-it. were well if 

it were nut. too, often MedoBmo- | 
verified in the dange- _ 
tous delay - of finners, dum, Aug, 
whoſe 
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©. The PREFACE. | 
whoſe tomorrow and hereafter hath 


many times no bounds or . ſtops, 


and 15 as far from coming to an 
end,-as an Erernity itſelf, For he 
that makes delays makes no Pro- 
oreſs atall, and is therefore very 
elegantly compared by-Solomwon, to 
4 ador that is turned” wpon its hinges, 


1 


Prov..26: 14. For as {uch a Ties. 


though.it may be opened and clap'd 


foo, yer makes po progreſs at all, 
being be!d by the. hinges:to which 
itis f4ftened :- fo ther lerhful fin- 
ner is held faft' by his delays till he 
be nnhinged by a very effeQual 
change, He that uſes delays, how 
faic ſoever he ſpeak, yet does not 
4dvanceatall : : He is like the hin- 
dermioft wheels of a Chariot or 


Coach; which arc indeed near the 


foremoſt wheels, and ſeem to rug 
With a deſigg' to overtake them, 
but yet being faſtned 'to a lower 


Axel-tree, they never make any 


nearer ayycoaches to them. 
mh PN | - Naw 
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Bf Nam quamvie- prope te, qnumvis [ 
* = "rene ſub me 75-2 I 
* Bl Yorrentem (eſe, fraſtra ſefFabere Can- 
. tham, 24 $71 fE 

' Bl Can rote poſterior enrras & iy axe fem 
- Hoa, 
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2. There is no end of theſe de- 
'Y lays 5 They are the devils device to 
> © draw-thee into an inevitable deftru- 
ion z 'tis the Slupgard that ſays, 
Tet «4 little ſleep, a litthe ſinmber,, 4 
Hl /itile folding of the. hands ts ſleep, 
ſo ſhall his Poverty come as one that 
dravelleth, 42d his. want 41 an Armed. 
man, The Devil can well cndure 
thou Ghouldeſt promiſe te reform 
hereafter, as" long as in the mean 
time thou liveſt in thy fins. Bur it 
1s a great peradventure whether e- 
ver we ſhall repent or nor, if we do. 
dy do it preſently. For 'tis likely 

athe that promiſes 79mmrrow to 
non tog Pow begin, 


The PREFACE. 
begin his repentance (and perkeps 
hath done for ſome years paſt,) 
ſhould, when tomorrow comes, pro- 
miſe the aext day, and ſo oawands 
till chere be ao time lefc to run 
one. This is well expreſt by the 
Satyriſt,. 


*% 


Cras hos fiet ; idews eres fitt ;, quid? 
quaſ magunm 


Nem)e diem donas: Sed icum lax al- 
"ers wentl. | 


Fam cras befternam conſumſorns 4-* 
liud cras, | 


Everit hos anwor, & ſemper paninm 
_ erit wulire. 


Taworrow ſhall my work be done, ' 


Or, when tomorrow's paſt and gone. 
The 


The PREPF A C E. 
The next day ſhall my morrew be, 


A day- thall break ns ſoma 
with me. bs i 


He ergnts too -lixtle that doth. give 


oY WW WI DT wWwEe Ws 


But one day beth co tura and live. 
But whea another day's. coure ong.. 
+ || Our fr ft romerrow's' fled and genes 
Another morroy then makes hafte, 
And our remaining time darh walte; 
And thus we make nd Nops,bur ſay 
We fiill expe another dap. - = F; 


Grade 1 fall, eveneſly; 
beſcech the _— eo; uſe no:mere 
rain delays, . but to haſten out of! 

| © I Nis fins, -. and immediately t@,turn: 
pnco the Nh? _ who "__ 


w 
_ 


"Thy, PREFACE. 
be better. to him chen all his worlg- 
ly rrp and pleaſures can. This 
if he do at aſl, he muſt do quickly: 
We muftrend : ufew thorns: while .qnr 
ſhoes are whon our feet: There can 


reſent 
ar cop 
a ſaying to this purpoſe w 
beodiig Wipro myun pron: 
7, lr He, that puts off the houre, the 
bi abs Yb gt cid! 
eas chenpreſent eaſon our of 
| of _ come , 15 likely to 
he deceived ztlaſt.; $,2q% Oli SY 
Now the Lord grant, that what 
i$ here offered may do good to the 
ſaiſp of: meas! IThat we! mayo 
yy > theſe '! things: to: 
hace,” vhac they may not make 
for - our | 
day. IC theReadet receixe 


= advantage «4 what is here 
offered, the Author defires him 


ficſt 


— «-* 


_ En » 


be no fitter” opportunity -chen-rhe iſ 
pct pon this work, Hel+ 
ads upon” his Taff kobe fn B- 


ERS HAY : 
Ortn Our 


tien/. at that'f 
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The PREFACE. 
Wfirſt to give God the: praiſe, and 
then to pray for him that hath 
zade theſe things publike, that 
{when he preaches to others, he 
himſelf may not be a caſt-away. 
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Here cannot be a 
i more dangerous, 
nor _ 1s there = 
more- prevailing 
error among thoſe 
= = thatcall themſelys 
Chriſtians then this, chat chough 
we lead our lives as we liſt, yet we 
ſhall be undoubtedly happy here- 
after, if upon onr Death-beds iz 
repent us of our fins; when yer 
by rcpenting we.mean no more, but 
a crying unto God for mercy, and a 
crying out npon our ſelves as great 
ſinners: If we can, like the Ser- 
p:n*, become ftreight before we 
die, though our whole life were 
crooked and perverſe , we ſhall 
think well of our ſelves, and ſha) 
be thought ro have madea godly 
| B an 
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2 The Boung Pan's Duty. 
and comfortable end, and to be un- 


queſtionably gone to a better place, 
Thus will a charitable Neigh- 


bornood judge, and perhaps the 


Preacher too at the Funerals will 
confidently pronounce it, and then 
'tis cally believed > andevery {in- 
ner comforts up himſelf in his evil 
wiys, and thinks to get to Heaven 
at laſt at as cheap a rate. By this 


means the great purpoſesof the Go. | 
ſpel are made void, and the deſign| 


of our Saviours appearing defeart- 
ed: Men think a good life is not of 
abſolute neceſſity in order to their 
future happineſs, and they take no 
longer care how they live, the moſt 
they aim at is, that they may die 
with a parcel of good words in their 
mouths, They run on in their {ns 
in the mcan-while, and think it 
w1ll be ſoon enongh to repent when 
chey make their Wills, or when 
they liea- dying: Thus the poor 
linner is blinded Wwatamakes haſte 


The Boung Man's Duty. 3 
to fill up the meaſure of his ini- 
quity, and repents not till he do it 
with the flames of Hell about him, 
ill it be too late, and to no par- 
poſe. Many that are now in eter- 
nal torments, made haſte 60 them _ 
with theſe. fooliſh hopes abour 
them: And we that remain be- 
hind them are poſting on apace to 
the ſame lamentable deſtruction , I 


E ſhall endeavour, with Gods afſiſt- 
E ance, to diſabuſe ſuch men as 


theſe, aud to ſhew.them their great 
miſtake, before they feel the ſad 
effects of it in ſorrows that are un- 
ſpeakable. - I ſhall ſhew the very 
ercat untruth, as well as the unrea- 
ſonableneſs, and infinite danger of 
this conceit, and take off all thoſe 
popular pretences and exceptions 
which the ſinner can bring to con- 
firm himſelf in his misbelief, - God 
Almighty grant, that whatis of- 
fered may be a means to ſtop the 
fianer ig his career, and ſend him 
.B - J home 


Dus «aloe. .cc L244 . in. - 
is __ Eres eee ers... - 
a © Yo - 
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' home to himſelf, and to his GoJ, 


I do conjure the. Reader, as h: 
loves his own ſoul, and as he. would 
not bs <ternally miſerabl?, that he 


would conſider ſeriouſly whatis here 


off:rcd, that te would do it in his 
ztiremeat and calmeft. thoughts, 
refleting how far heis concerne] 


ia theſe things: I ſhall proceed and ff « 
ſh2w the great vanity of this con- i « 
ceit by ſundry Arguments, 7 
— 2 | ————— | $ 
CHAP. I. | fi 
| | i 
And firſt of all, this will appear Þ v1 
£0 be-a great miſtake, if we do but Þ th 
conſider duly- the. nature of true 
repentance ; which (however weſp th 
thraſtit into a narrow room) weſ Þa 
ſhall fiad to be a duty mere difficult U ing 
2nd comprehenſive, and which re- Þ 1g 
quires ' more tim? and pains then ner 
men- are genezally apt to belizve it ov 
does, For though we frequently tay 
' * ſpeak} Þon 


The Boung Man's Duty, 5 
of Repentance, and pretend to it, 
and hear it preached of, yet, I feare, 
itis but litcl= underſto9d and lefs 
practiſed ; and when men fo little 
underſtand what Repentance 1s, it 
is no wonder that they miliake ſo 
widely-in this whole Aﬀair. The 
dorine of Repentance iis the foun- 
dation "of the” ſpiritual building, 
Heb.6,1, which if it be not well 
laid, we build our houſe upon the 
| Sands, and (uch an houſe muft needs 
fall, Mat. 7.27. Before I come to 
| ſhew what Repentance is, I ſhall 
| vindicate it from thoſe miſtakes 
| that men are in abont it. 5p 

1, They are much miſtaken that, 
| think Repentance no more but -a 

parcel of good words, a lond cry-. 
ing to God for mercy, and exclaim- 
ing againſt our ſelves as great fin- 
| ners; This we can ealtly do, and 
| love our ſjns neverthcleſs when we 
have done ; It breaks none of our 
| bones to do this, it Puts us tono 
B 3 pain, 


— 
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pain at all, nay, we can do it, and 


yet be inwardly pleaſed with our | 


{in in the mean-while; This is all 
the Repentance that many men 


have or ajm at; They ſin, and 


they confeſs , but then chey fin a- 
ain, and confeſs again, and keep 


this ronnd while they live, Many 


' men do that which a 
Zadem peni om- little before they con- 
nee Pee; feſt was their fin, and 
plangues, Salv, they will confeſs it 
- Dellid. again preſently, and 
yet go on to commit 
again the ſame things. This black 
Gircle (as one well ſaid) of Sin, and 
confeſs, Conſeſs ant ſin, encompaſſes 
gs well Proteſtants as v4 af We 
think our felves very ſafe in this 
Circle, and that our fins cannot do 
us more hurt then our confeſſion 
does us good ; © But certainly, we 
have very baſe and low thoughts 
of God, if we think to charm and 
cheat him thas eaſily, if we __ 
c 
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he will be mocked with ſuch inef- 
fectual confeſfions as theſe are; 
What man wouldendure ſuch hay 

as this! Will our Neighbour be 
pleaſed with us, becauſe we confeſs 
we have done him wrong, when he 
ſees we continue to do ſo ſtill. This 
were indeed an caſte way to Hea- 
ven, a very fick man, andthe moſt 
guilty might ſoon do this z; I ſhall 
tranſcribe the words of a grave 
+ m"—_ 00 - J Fi 
calion z If, ſays he, *'F:Raw fie 
according to SH. Pener? = w—_ of 
| the righteous ſhal} the World, 
| ſcarcely be ſaved, and that God ſpared 
| not his dngeln, where ſhall theſe ap- 
pear, who having ſerved their appetites 
| all their lives, preſume to ith that 
| the ſevere Commandments of the All- 
Powerful God were given but in ſport, 
and that the ſhort breath we draw when 
aeath preſſeth #s, if we can but faſhion 
| it to the ſound of mercy, is (ufficient ?-- | 
| But what ſhall we call a dilefteeming: | (1 

| B 4 an || 
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an oppoſing, or(indeed) a mocking of 
God ; if thoſe Wen ao not oppoſe ; Bl 
diſeſteem him apd make him, that t\ink 
it enough for God, to ask him forcive- 


neſs at leiſure, with the remainder and 


laft irawing of a malicious breath ? 
For what ds they otherwiſe that die this 


kind of well-dying, but ſay unto God | 


as followeth ? We beſerch thee, © 
God. that all the fallboods, for ſwear- 
ings, and treacheries / onr lives paſt, 
may be pleaſing unto thee z, that thou 
wilt for our ſakes, (that have had no 
leiſure to do any thing for thine )change 
thy nature (though impoſſible) and for- 
get to be 4 juſt God, that thou wilt 
love injuries and oppreſſions, call Am- 
bition, Wiſdom, and Charity, foaliſh- 
e's. —— Certainly theſe wiſe World- 
lings have either found ovt a new God, 
or made ones, and in all likelihood, 
(*ch a leaden one as Lewis the ele- 
venth wore in his Cap ; which when 
he cauſed any that he feared or hated, 
to be killed, he would take it mo ny 
ed 
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head and kiſs it, beſeeching it to par- 
don hins this one evil Aa more, andit 
ſhould be the laſt, Mockeries indeed 
| fit to be uſed towards a leaden, bt not 
| towards the everlirvingeGod - Thus he. 
Certainly, the Devil can well en- 
dure we ſhould confeſs our fins, if 
{ we forſake them not ; we ſhall not 
much diſturb him by ſpcaking a- 
_ eainſt his works,if we deſtroy them 
{ not, Theſe are words of courſe, 
that neither trouble the devil, nor 
| yet pleaſe God, The SouJdiers of 
Chrift muſt fight, as well as thus 
| bid defiance againft his ſins. Plu- 
| tarch tells us, that when Memnor 
| heard one of his Sonldiers to ra] 
| againſt the Grecian King, againſt 
| whom he wasentertained to hght, 
that he ſtroke him with 
| his Lance, and told him, Vide Ptar, 4- 
| He did not maintain him Popvcgin. 
fo rail, but to fight acainflt Alex- 
| ander, Certainly we hall ſhew at 
| Once more courage, as well as 
Bs more 


— 
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ff more wo wy by forſaking our i ; 
tf — fins then by: ſpeaking evil of them. NN | 
bd. 2+ They are much miſtaken that I * 
think all ſorrow that ariſcs in their Þ » 
| minds, upon occaſion of their fins,  « 
| is true Repentance, As if any If 
{orrow7, occafioned by reaſon uf our Þ y 
{ins, were that ſorrow which is af- Þ y 


| 

| tera godly ſort. Such men are rea- Þ » 

| dy to think, that a. melancholick Þ 
lf fit,a few ſighs and groans,an hang- ſÞ « 
[i ing down . & head like a bulruſh, Þ © 


| and a rctiring a while from our Þ < 
mirth and company, a ſoure face, Þh þ 
and moiſt eyes make up the whole Þ © 
! and ſumme. of Repentance. This Þ n 
| certainly is a very wide miſtake, Þ 
if for though this. ſorrow may be a Þh | 
if ſep to, or a companion of true Re- Þ T 
[{| pentance, yct alone it comes much ÞÞ 9 
jj ſhortof the main work. For ſuch Þ « 
1 men as thele many times diſlike the Þ 2: 
#} puniſhment, not the fault, and tc 
"71 not ſo much becauſe them- Þ ir 
c 


Ives are wicked, as. becauſe Ged 
| 1s 
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is jaſt, Their fin briags a: troubl< 
upon them, it is the rro»ble, not the 


fin that makes. them ſorrowful. | 


They have a certain Preſage of the 
uneafineſs of the flames of hell, their 
galled and aking conſcience flies in 
their faces, they feel heavy ſtrokes 
upon their hearts, for thoſe ſins 
which theWorld does not ſee; This 
makes them pale, and dumpiſh, 


when they receive upon their ſouls. | 
the lefler ſtrokes of Hell, and when. | 


they ſee the hand-writing point at 
them,— Tacita ſudant precordia cul- 


ps. This will make the ſtouteſt ſon. | | 


of Anak hend, and yet does it not 
make him a rrue Penitent. For the 


moſt wicked men may repent at. 
this rate, and m_ times goes It :. 


Thus F#4as, when he had betrayed 


our Saviour, when he ſaw he was: | 


condemned, yepented bimſelf, Mar, 
27. 3., Thatis, his Conſcience had 


rold him he had done greatly amiſs | 


in that. he had beirayed innocent 


* 


blood, | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
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blood, v. 4. He had a great ſorrow 
upon him, a moſt. exceſſive grief 
upon his minde, fo great and ſe 
prefiing, that there are that are 
ready. to think, that (however our 
Tranſlation tell us, that he went 
and hanged himſelf )he Cie] 
of griet and ſorrow, that 
there was no other thing that 


Aa; yZ210 


ſtrangled and choaked{ him but 


thatz For. it is thought, the word 
which we tranſlate. hang'd himſelf, 
ſignifies being oppreſs'd with grit 
and melancholy, with a ſorrow ſo 
far from a. godly ſorrow, that it 
worketh death, Fudas bcing 
ſtrangled with his grief and for- 


row, when yet no man wil: think 


that he had any repentance unto 


life; thus may we find an Ahab rena- 


ing his clothes, puttins on ſackcloth 


upon his fleſh, nay, fafting, lyingin Þþ 
rariwa and going ſoftly, 1 Kings Þ 


21 27, In ſo much that God him- F 
{clf takes notice how he II 
2111N - 
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himſelf ; Others we may find how!- 
ins "_ their beds, Hoſ. 7.24- and 
yet they are far from true Re<pent- 
ance, for it ſeems they Cri zo! cry 
unto God with their hearts;their want 
wade them h:wl indeed, . but not 
rcpent; for they afſembled for corn 
and wine, and yet rebelled againſt 
God. The diſgrace, and ſhame;and 
miſery which-the finners. wicked- 
n:{s has brought upon him may 
n ake him truly ſorrowf#l, when yet 
he is-far from being truly pexitenr, 
Theſe things may humble the fin- 
ner greatly, and this Humiliation - 
may keep off from him ſome tempo- 
ral judgment, but will not ſecure 
him from-an eternal one. | 

3- They are as much miſtaken 
that take paſſhonate reſolutions of 
amendment for Repeutance, that | 
miſtake the purpoſe and intention 
for the thing it falf, We are indeed 
ſometimes in good:moods, and then i! 
we are reſo]}ved forHeaven,and ſor Mi 
aa | 
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an, holier life. Thus it is many | 
times with ſome men, that not- | 
withſtanding all this are faves to 
the Devil, and led captive by him 
at his will. Such men finde they 
acc in great flavery, through the 
chains and fetters with which the | 
Devil and their own lu# hath | 
bound them, theſe out of a ſenſe of 
this are ready to ſay, Let us break | 
their bands aſunder, and caſt their 
eords from ws, Theſe men are ſur- 
feted by gheir fins, laſhed by their | 
conſciences, terrified by their con- 


victions, or ſometime awakened | 


by the judgements of God that fol- F 
tow them, and then they reſolve | 
moſt paſſionately ro lay by their Þ 


troubleſom fins, and walk in the Þ 


more pleaſant and more lightiom Þ 
ways of Peace, How happy were | 
it for them if they had courage and Þ 
conſtancy enough to do what they Þ 
. ſo well reſolve; But alas, theſe Þ 


men (though they call theſe pur- 
| poles 


Y | 
) 
1 
7 
- | 
| F 


| groſler acts of fin, either deſerves 
the name of Repentance, orthatit 


is | | 
l [| 
F! / 
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poſes by the name of repentance) 
return quickly to their vomit and 
wallowing in the mire ; And theg 
their Actions teftifie to their faces 


| they did but diſſemble with God. 


Theſe purpoſes are like the ſudden 
reſoJutions that ſome young men 
take up, that have been intempe- 
rate the laſt meal, to faſt the next, 
becauſe their late exceſs has Jaid 


| an uneakie load upon them, which 


then they find very burdenſom; but 


| when time bath wrought off the 


heavineſs of the firſt exceſs, they 


| forget their vow of Faſting quick- 
y ; what the Apoftle ſaid of ſome, 


ai 


hat they are ever learning, and yer 
never come to the knowledge of the 


| truth, is true of theſe men, they are 
| ever repenting, and yet never errive 
| dF Irie repentance. 


4. They are-miſtaken that think 
every outward abſtaining from the 


| 
: 
: 
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is-any certain fign of it. It is poſ- 
fible we may abſtain from ſome fin, 
aud be as faulty in ſomthing elſe. 


— Non eco auvarum 
4]: Cum veto te fiex! , Vappan ju- 
| jl | -  beo, ant Nebulonem. 
| 
| 
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One diſeaſe may leave a man, 
if} and yet another may invade and 
j il} arreſt him, which isas dangerous. | « 
lll Men exchange one ſin for another, || t| 
| | oftner then they forlake all. And | fi 
IF j/} ſuch an Exchange they judge very |þ c 
| Pardonable. They commute ſome | Þ: 
one fin for ſome other that they e- | Sc 
ſteem more expedient. They leave | 01 
their: yourhful luſts perhaps when 
they grow in years z but then they || 11 
are (laves to Covetouſneſs or Am- | P- 
[{}{ bition, or elſe are overgrown with Þ cr! 
I Atheiſm: or /unbelief. Men will Þ R: 
[[[] part with ſome fin they can beſt Þ kn 
Hil] ſpare, or not ſo well follow, and the 
| think they have well acquitted Þ 9 
li | chem- | 
[| 

| 
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themſ.lves, though Agee and the 
fatteſt of the lock, their moſt de- 
firable fins be ſpared. They will 
perhaps avoid the grofſer enormi- 
ties which the World obſerves 
moſt, and yet be full of more refi-. 


| ned, ſpiritual and mental wicked- 
| neſs. They will not £11, but yer 


hate their brother, or are azgry with 
him without 4 cauſe. They do not 


| commit adultery, but yet they allow 


themſelves to /»ſt. They leave that 
fin which either they dare not or 
cannot follow, and not becauſe they 
hate their fin, or love their God : 
Some Vices they abſtain from, not- 
out of diſaffe&tion, but out of Po- 
licy. Someother luſt, it may be, 
has either more power, or more ex- 
p:dience; Nay, Þcerhaps they ſa- 
crifice ſome of their luſts to the 


| Religion they own, which they 
know exacts an obedience from 
them ; [c ſhall have: ſome fins de- 


voted ro deſtruction that the reſt 
may 
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may livez And thus men do not 
only abſtain from ſome ſins, that 
they may keep others ſafe,but even 
ſtrive againſt them too; And up- 
ou theſe terms Satan himſelf (as one 
hath well ſaid) will allow »s to mor: 
tifie ſome fins, nay, will him\elf caf 


the {uf ſtone at them: and like i 


rooking Gamefler purpoſely loſe theſe 
pity ſtakes, that he __ afterward; 


ſweep the board, 


Theſe things I have named, ar: 
not worthy the name of Repent- 


ance, nor yet are they. any certain 


or infallible ſignes of #t ; Though 


where there is true Repentance, 


there theſe things allo are; 


Repentance requires this, and morey: 


tken all this. Ir is a greater work, 
and makes a greater change then 


all the before-named particulars do, 


amount unto; it imports no lels 


| then. a relinquiſhing all our fins, 


and a turning unto God, He that 
truly repents puts away every evi 
| thing, 
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bing, and ſubdues not only his fn, 
but his affeion to it alſo, He puts 
off the old man, and puts on the 
new. For Repentance imports. 

SE 1. A curning from our fins; A 
teaſing $0 do evil, Wa.1,16. A leav-' 
þ ing off our evil ways, and our evil 
*Maffections; That is, we may turn 
h from all our evil, from every fin, 
"Dbefore we can be ſaid to have re- 
pented truly, and nor only leave our 
"Diin but hate it too; Bur that this 
- may be the better underftood we 
wy take theſe following particu- 
ars. 

(1) It isa turning from our fin 
when we bave power to commit 
it. Of many men it may be truly 
laid, chat their ſin rather leaves 
them, then they that, To leave 
off our fin when we can follow it no 
longer deſerves no thanks, much 
leſs the name of true Repentance. 
[t is too true an obſervation of $;- 
racides, There is, (ays he, that is bin- 
dred. 
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dred from finning through want, chap, | 


20, v.21, We want ſtrength, or 


means, or an opportunity and tem- 


pration, oftner then we do a will 
to commit ſin. He that follows his 
luſt rill a decrepit age,hath put out 
his fire ; He that drinks and games 
eill he hath ſpent his eſtate and his 
P: ccare non definit credit too « m4 
quem in extrem;i- word, he that COR 
are Mey: 2 Cris c1nues in his fin as 
imjeſriiter. Joon 1002s he is able 
voluntas. Saly,ad TUO follow it, does 
eccl.Cacthol. lib. r. not forſake his ſin, 
but his fin forſakes him. The man 
is the ſame though his ſtrength and 
power bez not : His a&7ows are not 
what they were, but his wind is: 
Ani certainly God looks upon a 
marr as heis in his mind and incli- 
nation, not as he is forced to bein 
his cutward carriage, He is a Thief 
in Gods account (thongh he a&tual- 
ly ſteal nothing)that would not feat 
to ſeal if he were ſure that his 

| wickcd-' 
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wickedn\ſs might be hid or go un- 
puniſhed, And he is a drunkard 
E in Gods account, that: would com- 
mit thar exceſs, were it not that he 
11 © wanted means, or feared the Ma- 
giftrate: Where there is true re- 
t |} pentance, the forſaking our {in is 
« | matter of choice, not neceſſity, We 
do not only «abſtain from our fins, 
but we abhor them. Our m—_ is 
changed as well as our /ife. Some 
men forſake their ſins, as ſick men 
do their meat which they love,they 
are denied it by their Phyſician as 
very dangerous for them,and there- 
| | fore they forbear and yet long for 
| it, and would gladly have the re- 
| ſtraint taken off, Such menas theſe” 
have the ſame delires as before, and 
chat their a&tions arenot- the ſame 
alſo, is not the effett of their choice, 

bur the reſult of a preſſing neceſſity. 

| Bur thus far we are hypocrites and 
diſſemblers, not true penitents. Bur 

then thar man that tarns from his 

| {in 
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{in in his yoath, and in his health 
that wants neither power + nor 
wealth co follow his fin, nor an op- 
' portunity to uſe that power, nor 
yet a temptation to embrace that 
opportunity, and yetabſtains from 
his ſin for no other cauſe, but be- 
cauſe he loves God, and, fears his 
diſpleaſure, 'and hates his fig, - this 
man truly repents ; eſpecially, if he 
adde | 
(2) Conftancy to this; ſome men 
are very-angry with their fins. at 
fits, and for a ſhort time, 'but. by 
degrees their anger cools, and they 
run into the embraces of their ſins 
again : They fall out with their ſins 
juſt as a fond and fooliſh Love 
falls out with his Myſtreſs, when 
yet wnafalſs Lechrymla, a tear or 
a fair invitation, a ſmile or figh 
ſhall makewp this breach, and the 
man is 'then.as fend and as fooliſh, 
as much aſlave and ſervant as he 
was before, We are iu little my 
a 
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and bickerings againft our ſins, bur 
they riſe to no height, and continue 
no time. *Tis our continuing in 
yell-doing that ſpeaks our repent- 
ance to be compleat, . Many men 
are ready to think themſelves free, 
who yet draw. their chain after 
$f them, and are eaſily overcome by 
\$ $11 1un fi Circumſt an- 
ef Ep uueTa7%5 ces, Heb. 12.1. When 
__—_ their ſin comes to 

nfl them well arraied and attired, when 
tÞ it courts them, and importunately 
yi wooes them,when it comes fo them, 
yi as Fel did to Sſera, with a Tarr 
«| in, my Lord, turn imo me, fear not, 
5 Judg.4.18. when it comes to the 
r {inner like the ſtrange woman, Prov, 
nf 5.3. whoſe lips drop 45 an Hoxey- 
rf comb, and her Mouth ſmoother then 
if Oyle, And makes an earneſt prof- 
| fer of pleaſure and profit, 'an 41/ 
fl AI this Te give thee +, then the fn- 
eff ner falls into the embraces of his 
: lins again, and becomes a vaſſal 
| and 


Nood, bur that a man that hath try: 
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and a ſlave again, and his love t, 
his fin is, after his little quarrel; 
with it, redintegrated and made 
ſtrong; Such mens affe&ions to 
their {ins were never throughly ſub. 4 
dued and mortified,their repentance c 
was never perfe&t and compleat, 
Kwow ye not (ſays the Apoſtle) that h; 
to whom ye yield your ſelves ſervant © 
to obey, his ſervants ye are 10 whom yo 
obey , whether of ſin unto death, or of c 
obedience unto righteouſneſs, Rom.6 ſj 
16, Not that I would be fo under. 


ly repented may fall into ſome fins 
again, through infirmity or igno- 
rance, cheni ſudden ſurreption or, 
ſurpriſe, and ſometime throughF, 
NEE 
negligence and want of due care and 
watchfulneſs. But then fol 

(2) This is againſt the conftanty, 
bent and meaning, the bjaſs and 
inclination of the man-+ *'Tis that 
which he conſtantly and earneſtly 
deſires to avoid and ſhun ; He looks 

upon 


happineſs; "And. 
(4-) He rifes'again by a true re- 


ſorrow z if Peter deny his Maſter, we 

'E ſoon fiud that he (goes our and 
weeps bitterly, if ſuch a'man mils 
his way, yet he turns back again, 
and renews his pace,and doubles his 
diligeace, and returns home to hi: 
farher again, and this leads me te 
'Fthe ſecond part of Repentance, 
| _=_ | 
IL A turning to God: T7 will gs 
to my father, ſays the Prodigal ſon; 
and this maybe called "Cpaverfion-; 
» | Pur that we may the better under- 
q{fand what is implied io this, we 
may take the. import” of it. in the 
following Severals. Now this turn- 
102g to God does comprehend in ,it 
| Cai = WE f*,1 1 2iQi 
and ſuppoſe together  - +, ©... 
(x) A due ſight and {enſe.of. the 
danger and miſery of our. preſent 
condition that'we _ in, and Flere 
it 
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8pn it a3 his great miſery and un- 


pentance, by an hearty and godly 


ae ane toe 4H... 


likea ttabeller in a foreign lang; 


paths ofvery great hazarg and dank 
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it begins. The finger begins to 
confider now what he docs, audj- 
whither he is going z he begins toſſf, 
diſcern his danger and miſery, He 4 
1s like a man newly awakened out 
of _a deep {lecp, when the houſe a 
boyc him is on, fire, when theſſl,, 
Bri! 'ing crembles, and che Neigh-(W;z 
borhood cries out, and the flames}, 
Þegin to threaten him, and thefſſ;, 
man ſees that danger which: hisj;x 
f-ep bur now hid from his eycs.Helſſ;1, 
ſees himſelf now upon the verſſ;. 
brink of Hell, and very near be-f,j, 
ing deyoured and ſwallowed up bylp,; 


thoſe unquenchable flames. A fireÞpe, 


from Heaven he ſces is falling up-ſ,j. 
on his Sedoms, ' and the Avenger offlG,. 
bloed he.ſees is following him, andſcgy 
his ſoul.is in grear diftreſs for a Ci- 
ty of Refuge to flie unto, He ij; 


that hith wancred. ſecurely from 701 
his right way, and. is ſtrayed into 


ger 


/ 
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ger, Which makes him doubtfa! 
and at a ſtand. His heart mil. 
gives him, and he new begins to 
couſi ler with himſelf. whither his 
wiy will lead him ; He ſuſpeRs his 
v3y tho broad,and tao much beaten 
tobe; that way thar leads to life : 
"MH: remembers now that he hath 
SFheard his Saviour ſay, that the way 
is. narrow and; trait that» leads to 
"Wlife,: and: that: there; be bur. few 
cBthatfind it: And he now remem- 
) bers that God hath told: him thac 
'Fthe paths that he treads in will 
bring him unto:death., He remem- 
bers that that it iv-plainly faid, 
"that without Holineſs yo man foul ſee 
WGed, Heb. 12. 14+ And then he 
conſiders what a. ſad. portion of 
things: abiJdes for him, . how un- 
able he 1s to lie down in everlaſt- 
Fog: burnings, and; tocloſe the fa- 
our of. God for cver, whoſe fa- 
our is:better then life ir (-1f + He 
'{nows- there is but, a very little 
C 3 diſtance 
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diſtance: between ' him ' and\eternal 


deftruion, and that if God rake'a- 


way his life he is-dndone for ever, 
and thar nothing 1u this world can 
counteryail ſo great a loſs as the 
favour of Ged; and the eretnal: wel. 
fare of his foul. 'Thas 'dos the 
Convert begin ' his Converfion: 
Thus che Pſalmift did, 7 thought vp 
03 —_— "(ſays he)'and'tnrned m) 
feet unto thy Teftimonies,Pſal 1 9.59. 
And the ProdigaFſon did thus alfo, 
he made this the firſt ſtep rowards 
conn hp _—_ =_ the = 
ood tidings, - ind hopeful! ipreſagt 
Setiracy. is hit with n. 
read, "Lke' 15, 49%. When be cum 
t0 homfelf, "he ſaid,  hiw many hiv 
ſervants of ' my fatbers higue” brende- 
noneh,” and to fpare; and I ptriff with 
Agnoer Þ: ti oh lo Wo 
(2) A firs: reſolerion of turhiyy 
ro God.” 1'will ariſe wid go Yo'my fu 
ther ; fays the Prodiga ſor:-' And 
eſis reſolution” the'ttrite * TRY 
'P 0es 


his 
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does not rake wp lightly and .rafhly 
neither, as. many do that ſoon re- 
pent them.of their repentance, bur 
upon! mature,can{ideration he js re- 
ſolved for. God and; Heaven what- 
ever it coſt him 3; though he pluck 
out his. right.eye; and cut off his 
righehand: Thatis; though he 
part with his moſt beloved {ins : He 
will bave the:Rearl though, he. (ell 
all he havez andiendure great hard-. 
hip-to obtain.it, He is willing to 
accept of; Jeſus Chriſt as his Lord 
and:Mafter, as:well as his Pricſt and; 
Saviour z. that is, he 'is as willing; 
t be rujed»by. Cliriſt as to. be ſa- 
ved by. him, | He reſolyes toobey, 
his Saviour. , and: to foYow, him, 
through all difficulties and dangers. 
fe: will not leave him though 0- 
thers.do:z though.his Friends and 
Relatives, the wife of his Boſoin, 
orthe ſon. of his ſtrength ſorſake 
him, and ſerve.other. Gods : Juſt 
4 n was with Retþ, (o: is. it. wich 
| Gy the 


the true Penitent. She'would not 
teave Naomi, though ſhe not. only 
bid her turn back, and diſcouraged 
her beſides, and though: her: Siſter 
Orpah returned | unto her people. and 
co her Goes. . But ihe 'tells her, 
Whither thou 
where thow-lodgeſt I will loave; th 
people ſhall be my people, and thy Gel 
wy God ;, where thou dieft 1: will d:6 
and there wilh1.be buried ' Ruth 1; 
11,i2. \ He chat repenrs. does' ſo, 


he will follow Chriſt whitherever 


he ſhall lead. him,.to.a:Crofs, !6r'to 


, & Stake, roa barren wilderneſs, ot: 


coa place of Sknlls, through: affli- 
ions and tribulations. He will 
part with fatherand mother, and 
wife and children, aodibrethren and 
fiters,and life it (elf rather then not 
be his ciſciple, Luke 14 26, 33: 
For he conliders, like a wiſe Build- 
er, that this undertaking may coft 
bim no lefs then all this, | There 
are indeed but few: ſuch, Converts 

; - ; 4$. 
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coeſt I will go, andÞþ 


- " < 5 
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* "as theſe, 11 fear; yet do none des 
: ſerve the name that do not do this? 
« | Many inde:d partake of. the Ba- 
; | pecſm of Chriſt; receive of his Bo- 
. | dy and Blood, thar will do nothing 
7 | for bim, There are many that fol- 
© low-him for. the loaves,thar will not 
/ follow him to the Croſs : thep.will 

ckave to Chriſt while he feeds 
them, but whea he commands their 


eſtates or lives, they, like-the G- 
direns, for loſs- of an herd :of 
Swine, deſire him to depart out of 
their Coaſts, M4a#.$.34. or they-:do 
a5 the Ruler in the Goſpel did, who 
when our Saviour told him he muſt 
fell all and give to the poor, He 
vent 4w4) oder wh for he was wery 
rick; Luke 18. 23. But the true 
Convert counts all but drofs that 
he-may gain Chriſt, and he is ſo far 
convinced of : his: miſery, withouc 
the mercy of God and lighc of his 
Countenance, that he is willing to 

accept of this mercy upon: any ill 
3 rerms:- | 


_s 


wer mes cf, __ 
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'S-rms: And therefore, he refolves 
£0. tyrn.to God withoat any reſervs 
whatever: Heſets before his eyes 
all the dithculties aud diſconrage- 
ments he may,meet with, and re: 
ſolves with Gods ſtrength to undex- 
go them all that; he may obtain the 
PLize. $6 Þ- | | 

.(s) An aQtual andentire refigna- 
tion of amans ſelf unto God : -And 
this is:thatiwhich perfecs and com. 
pleats. our Repentance.. When we 
comerto give God. our, hearts, which 
-weformerly: ſet: upon the World, 
and upon ourſins,then have-we-trus 
Bi Aa not; till then; For. he 

at-hath truly repented becomes a 
new man;he hath bid an:everlaſting 
farewel to all.his evil ways! to: all 
hjs-old: familiars: in! Zeypt,. and 3 
tow tranſplantediand engraffad in- 
to a new Family: and when: he re- 
members his former evil ways,itis 
with tears in his eyes, or true ſor- 
row in his heart; when he _ 
| ow 


4 
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boy fooliſh he F,ach: been. Now 
he bath left'I* is, former cuſtoms,. 
company.aud-p,deaſures : Heis m:n-" 
ciedints @8' ew Family, he hach 
contracted: new Kindred and Re- 
latives : ; He; Ss another Mafter, 
and is ruled, byiother| Laws,: and is 
condu&ee by :a better ſpirn, and 
hath vewed> obedience to another 
and 2 better Lord : His Covenanes 
are ſealed; and he-hach bound him- | 
ſelf by all that is ſacred or greac, 
toan univexſal. obedience, and. he 
cannot return or draw back: with- 
out afhrange deftrution. He is not 
the ſame man which he was, :other 
Lords have had dominion: over 
him,:he hath been enſlaved by ; bis. 
vile affectinns and-luſts,” but he : is 
now made free:'by the $5n:of God, 
and he that was befareca; flave of 
fin.is nom a Servant of Righteonl- 
nefs.' In.-'2-word,: 4 ' old things 
re done" awdy,\ and all things. 'axe 
become new. "Theres a very-great 
C5 and 


3x. The Young Man's Duty: 
and{ remarkable change paſſed up-: 


oniffim} + 7: : 31; 

- 3. Upon: ts: mitde- and ander- 
Randing :.'/) For God wor ks'upoji: 
the underſtanding firft, and does in 
this new. creature uſe the -ſame me. 
thod, which: he-:did\:when he cre- 
ated the World: at firtt; where we 


was made there was a great dark: 


neſs upon the face of the-deep, 11)! 
. God by the:light he-made.had cha+ 


ſed it away. Its: juſt ſorwith' che 


matural and unregenticrate man, 'h: 


is ina very great- darkneſs till th: 
> ay of his minde-are opened : And 
the Apoſtle: ſeems to: rell- us.-that 


:God' ntakes.Aaivewicreature aſter the 


ſame manner that he made the ol; 


in theſe words: For : God who com: 


wanded the light to ſhine ous of dark: 


neſs; bhinh [bined in onr hearts, ta gi 


the lizht of the knowledge of uy 


af:God, in the face of Feſus ©orifh 
j gs 2 VLOb. 


nd that light wastheiwork'of ic 
firſt day, Gewza. 3. before that light 
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+ Core 4.6. Qur bleſſed. Saviour» 
who is the trve light, Joh. 1.9.Came 
into the world, to give light to them 
that fit in darkneſs, aud in the ſhadow 
of death, and to guide our feet into the 
way of. Peace, Luke 1, 79 While. 
"| the ſinner goes on in. his evil way 
'& hewalks in darkneſs: The God of 
' his World blinds bis minde, leſt the 
light of the- glorious Goſpel of Chriſt 
0 is the Image of God, ſhould ſhine 
| unto him, 2 Cor.q.q. Tewere ſam- Wi 
times darkneſs (ſays the Apoſtle; to MW 
his Ephefians) but now are ye.light in 
the Lord, Eph.5.8. Saint Paulhim- 
ſelf was ſomtimes darknels. alſo, 
 Tverily thought with wy ſelf, that 7 | 
ought to. do many things contrary to 
the Name of Feſus of Nazareth, Ae, 
26.9. Burt it pleaſed God to en- 
lighten bim'from 'Heaven:with ,'a Ml 
light greater then char of 7rhe, Sup, MAW 
and then he becomes a' Minifter'of Wi 
that which before he perſecuted, 
and is ſent to open mens eyes,” and 
[| 


| | 
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ro turn them from darkneſs to 


light, and from che power of $a- 
tan unto. God, v. 18. And foiris 
with every man that is converte| 


from. bis evil ways to-GoJ; A great 
light breaks iu upon his under- 


flanding: His mini b:fors was 
darkned, and he'is naw like a man 
that comes out of a dark dunge2n, 
or like one that never ſaw before, 
or never ſay diſtinaly ant clear- 


ly : But now the ſcales are fallen 


off his cyes, the veil is removed, 
and he js reſtored to ſight. He ſees 
now that his-fin is no {mall macer, 
and that he is of all fools .the: moſt 
deplorable that makes a mock of 
ſin: He ſces that all wickedneſs is 
folly, gnd.that the fear of the Lord 
35 the. preateſt wifdom':. , He {ces 
that the Goſpel is a great truth, and 
that he that preaches ic hath all the 
reaſon in the World to. be very 


j{ earneſt and importunate : He ſees 


|| #hat Hell is ao Fable, but the moſt 
| neceſſary 
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acceflary and! ugavaidable, Conſe- 
quent: of: a wigked life. Now, be 
fees that GEd will by, .ng. means 
clear:the: guilty, andthat, he is not 
| ſo merciful asitq forget tg be juſt: 
Heſees now: how:wotwlly [the De- 
vil abuſed him, nleading him aſide 
into the ways: of. ſin, .and milcon- 
ceits of God;and of. Religzon, He 
ſces that he hath heen.a fool, and 
walked abways: upon+thg- boxders 
of Hell; and: had, ay mercy;of 
God laid hold of him, he . bad qe» 
ver feen it ti]! it had been tao, late. 
Ina word, he ſees that he hath »e 
freit in thoſe thingt mhereof he is. now 
ihamed, for the end of thoſethings is 
death, Romi8.21. . 4 Fg 

2. Upon his wilt and heart: the 


bent andinclination of that is much - Wi 


Ringed and altered'y Hisc/heart is 
now right'in the ſight of God: He 
bad'noTavour or reliſhiof the things 
of God that ftay'd with him þe- 


fore; So that when he prayed m_ 
is 


matter .of his Petitions yew uni- 


Do ——— 
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though "he had: many notices of 


he ' had no 'reljth of? them in, his 
heart : His good principles were 
weak and jneffeual; and he-lived 
as altogether unconcerned- in them: 
He conld indeed- before this great 
change was wrought,acknowledge 
God the Fountain of all goodneſs, 
and the roor from whom every good 
thing: did ſpring , yet then he .did 
nothve as :1f "i .were true, but 
ſtill loved his fin.and pleaſure more 
then his God... But- now.. be taſts 
and ſees that the Lord: is gracious, 
and what ſervice, he pertorms.-to 
God, he does it heartily: . When 
he-prayed to: God - before, he was 
like ſome Clock that ſtrikes right 
indeed, but yer-the hand of it points 
ami's, and-not: at, the, :ſame-houre 
that-its ſtriking gave. you warning 
of : He. prayed: b:fore as to the 


ormly 


his lips,hjs heart ftay'd behind : and 
_ ſwimming in his head, yet: 


2 *E>7O Mm _ = 


that:pointed at ſomthing elſe, and 


at: ſomthing : ſhort of \ what his. 


words did import. Thus. 
St. Auſtin confeſſes: of jg; ,. 
bimſelt.chat:he was wont | 


to pray: to God, #6 give - him Chaſtity. 
and Continexcey (and ; that was. a. 
000d hearing) but.then his heart. 


ſaid behind wictha wot yet Lord, his 


heart Cid nog point. fo, forwards. - 
for heiconfeſfes, thart-when he pray-- 


« thus, he: was .afraid. thay God, 


hould hear, him-ſpeedily.. . St. Pal. 


prayed doubcleſs. before. his. Con 
verſion,'; fox, -he was, very ftrict. 
Phariſes, bur ihe did. not pray as he 
did after; God had brought. him; 


tells Ananzis of his Prayingy wich a 


SS WO BEE 
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formly and agreeably, but his heaxt- 
was not;right.in the fight of -God,. 


Aug. Conf. 
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tile. He prays(forthe- holy. Spiric 
as 2 very hungry: man 'prays: for. 
bread:; ' when he''begs Wiſdom of: 
God, He ' feeks her as Silver; and. 
ſearches for her as for hid treaſures, 
In a word, he does not 
only perform ar outward worlhip. 
to God, © bit he Joves” him with all 
his heart, and'is inwardiy delight- 
ed in his ſervice, 2 

3- Upon his whole life alſo. He 
lived after the guiſe and faſhion of 
the World before: ' - He hath:now 
tt ft his o!d'/wonts, © Mis fin and his 
evil company. He talks of other 
matters, he thinks of other things, 
and is delighted with other con- 
cerhs ::' He that 'before delighted 
i nothing 'but- Merchandie, - or 
Farms and Leaſes, and Yokes of 
Oxen, in Mirth and jolly Compa- 
ay; in - Chambering and 'Wanton- 
l Us, Honour and Greatneſs, now 
delights in God, and in his Goſpel : 
Ang do really value aPromiſe above 


- 
- 


a great | 


The Boung Dan's Duty ” 4d, 
agreat Leaſe or Bond: andis more 
afraid of Gods diſpleaſure then of a 
Famine Or Plague. | 

Thus I have ſhewed what true 
Repentance docs.imply. : : He. thar 
would enter into Heaven muſt thus: 
be changed : No leſs then, all this, 
is indiſpenſibly required of us, 
[which is a great work,ang requires: 
much ſtrength and ſome time z and. 
therefore to pur it into ſo narrgys, a; 
Compaſs as: the remaindex. af. our, 
lives: when we lie a; dying, is maſt} 
tareaſqnable, Repentance . I5, not! 
[0 eafie-and ſhort a; work as to be put. 
off to:that. moment, when we. haye. 
EO the /eef time, bur the. leafs: 
frength alſo, Ang yetiof all men's 1n- 
the World; their.Repentance will, 
require the greateſt /ahonrang. ties. 
wao, having, always: lived: in fin, 
have the ſins and evil habics, of, an. 
whole life. to unravel and; unde. 
And, thus/much, of; my firſt Argu- 
wene. fk 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IE. 


" Now this will farther appear to 
be a very great miſtake, if we con- 


fider that-an hbly life is- not, only 


neceſſary to a” comfortable death, 
bur alſo to-an happy Eternity: And 
if* an' holy life *muft go before an 
- happy and' glorious Refurre&ion, 
what'ſhall we think of them. that 
lead a- wicked life, and yet think 
kereafter to live with God in, glo- 
ry. Now that an holy life, and an 
univerſal inherent: holineſs of our 
Nature, is indifpenſibly neceſſary 
co our eternal happineſs hereafter, 
will abundantly appear from theſe 
following Severals. "1 

1, The holy Scriptures do very 
frequently and plainly teach us 
this Lefſon.. This is the conſtant 
language of them;which they ſpeak 
all along. And the man that m__ 

<4 0 
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of th: rruthiof 'this, or elle is: ig | 
norant of ir, ir is either becauſe he 
does not read the Scriptures, or will 
not believe them';- For though the 
holy Scriptures be'in: many things 
hard to be-undet ſtood, and there be - 
difficulties: in them too great for 
the wiſeſt. Clerk,. and many other 
things "of leſs moment in which 
learned: 'and religious! men cannot 
yet- dgree-:: Yeti notwithſtanding 
all chis, when they tell. us ithe.'ne- 
ceſfity of an holy life, they doit ſo- 
plainlyy;tharihe.that runs may. read 
it; and"there\i£.not the leaſt: place. 
lefe for! diſpute: or; controveriie in. 
this macter, This is that. in which. 
all Diſſenters in other:things do ac-- 
cord and agree ;' And. that: which 
may, withoutany learning or great 
(cholarſhip; « be very .eafly indet- 
ſtod,- For in this matter they give 
out a-certain and diſtinct ſound that 
every:man,may prepare him(e]f to 
dattel.. ' They cell us that, _— 

"Y 
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bolinz(s no Man firyll ſee' God, Heb. 
12.14. That, if we lwe after the 
fleſh we ſhall die, Rom. $8.43. : And 
chat we muſt be holyitn allywanney ;of 
FOpPerſations' 1. PLL 15 Theytell 
us plainly, that except 4.mm4# be ber 
ageiu, he canzet: ſee into. the. King: 
dom of God,” John 3.3. Belides, they 
reach-us that:this:: World we-nuw 
live:in, is a: Field, and intimate ty 
as: that 'our preſent, time: is:a Seeds; 
tre, and. So . tell us; maxcaver, 


that _—_— — that he 


ſoull a{fo:reap, thats ifi'rae. ſame, ta the 
fleſd,;. reg, of the fleſh: rw COrrki 
tion, Gal;6.7, Thats, our harveſt 
ſhall 'be accordingxo our ſeeds: - ſo 
that-if our works be evil; (Our doom 
muſtneeds: be. Jad, Beſides: this, 
they cell us diſtinaly:agd ſeverally, 
whiat:thoſe evil ſeeds are: that we 
muZtbeware-of, what thoſe. evil 
works-are that-will 'bring-us. to an 
eternal 'deftrugion, wiz. Adultery, 
Pornication, Uncleanneſs, _— 
#e(s, 
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uf," Fdetatry, | Witchcraft," Haired, 
Fariaute; Buehlations, Wrath, (Strife, 
d Sed;tions, Hereſits, Envuyjings, "Muy - 
i ders, > Drunkenueſs, \Revellings,' aud 
UN fuck ke, Gal. 5. '19. Nay, che 
"| Word of God gives us in ſeveral 
| Catalogues and Rolls of thoſe fins 
that will keep us out of the King- 
dom of Heaven, that we might 4 
ſure ro: avoid them, 'as-appears in 
the places following, which will 
delerve our very. fertons! peraſal; 
I:Cor.6,9,10» Col, 3-5. Eph. 5.5, 
And not'ouly ſo, bur 'ir atfo calls 
upon-us Toudly to beware; Teſt by 
any teans we bedeceived, it beifg 
asmuchias our+ ſouls ate worth : It 
bids beware, 'Be vor" dereived,x1Cor. 
6.9. 'And again, ''Zet*Po'Wan de- 
rerve you thith vain words, for betaviſe 
f theſerhings Tomesrhe wrath of God 
Pon"! the \'Ohilarew of ' diſsheahexce, 
Eph:$.6.- And again cheſame A- 
poltle cries four aloud, -/:Fpr 'rheſe 
thisgs ſake," the -wiabf-Gid comes 
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46. The Baung Wan's Duty, 
wpox'tht children uf diſobedience,Col: 
3-6. And:again, the {ame Apolile 
having reckoned up the. works of 
the fleth, earncftly cri:s out, Of the 
which-({ays h:):1 tell yea before, as'l 
have: a!{o teld: you. 18 tim paſt, that 
they which d ſuch zhines ſha:l wot in 
berit the Kingdom of God, Gal: 5.24 
And again, Be not dectiv:a, God is 
not mocked, Gil. 6. 7. : In which 
exprefions ſo often repeated, ; and 
ſo carneſtly rzcommended, and fo 
plainly delivered,th: Apoſtle ſhews 
an extraordinary o.3: and a very 
orzat. care of the fonls of men at 
once. -,'What-ver we are miſtaken 
in, he would not have us ſo great- 
ly-miſtaken,as.to think there is no 
abſolute neccfity-of an holy life is 
order. to our. happineſs hereafter; 
For. there canhor. be a- more; great 
and dangerous error, then to think 
we may live a$:we lift;, and yet be 
happy with God :hereafter.. Now 
che Holy :Scriptare, that it might 
54 cat 
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beat all men off from this miſtake 
do:s moreov:r inform us,. that God 
is no Keſpetter of perſons, Acts 10. 
34 And that be our Priviledges 
and Precogatives what they will, 
yet ſhall none of chem ſuperſede 
the neceflity of an holy life. For 
in Chrift Feſns, neither Circumciſion 
availeth any thine, nor #ncironmcifi- 
on, but faith, which worketh by love. 
Gal. 5.9. Rom. 2.11.25. ;That we 
That we are baptized into the 
Chriſtian faith, and coatinue with- 
inthe pale of the viſible Church, 
thac we deſce1Jd from never ſo ree 
ligious Pareats, and partake of all 
the Minifte i. s of che Church, that 
we profeſs our ſelvcs of the firit- 
eſt Set, and that we have a very 
great diſcerning in- the Laws of 
God, All this, and more then all 
this, will do us no good at laſt( 'bug 
ther inhance onr condemnation) 


if we lead wicked lives, Though 


we haye. a Zevite for ous Prief,and 
Sen ine, 


th} (48 The Boung Wan's Duty, 
Will! . fever ſo'b51hrdot ofairh, yer if 
Will  thewointinle we have an 746/ fo 
our God; and our Manners be pr 
fanc, we ate ſtill in che way tha 
leads down to the ' Chambers 
death. Nay, though we” ſay tn 
to Chriſt, - Lerd, Lord, and thoug| 
we could truly ſay unto him at that 
day, that we had prophecied in 

Name, aid done mapy 'wonderfi 
works, Mat. 7.52; yet he will nat 
regard us, whoever. we be, and 
whatever we have done for ' him, 
if we have been workers of iniquity 
Nay, he would not regard u 
though we were of his Kindred,of 
the ſame lineage ahd blood,” (M4, 
49,50.) though we were his Bro- 
thers or Siſters, or Motber after 
che fleſh. If his 6wn Mother had 
"not believed on him as well as boinlf 
*him," the had been a miſerable wo- 
\mafn, For ſhe'was more happy iff 
Deiig his dſciple, then in being his 
Mother; Nay, ag our m—_—_ 
; 1's 


" In | 


'y, The Young Dan s Duty. 4% 
if ltimſelf ſeems to intimate no. leſs, 
1%MFwhea after a certain woman had 
7 Acried out, Blefſed is #he Womb that 
hill}oe thee, and the Paps which thou baff 
vked: He (aid, Tea rather, Bleſſed are 
they that hear theWord of God and keep 
gh" Luk 1. 27,28. No leis then 
ehafſihis dil GoJ require in the old 
» bffilaw, and in compariſon with this 
erfalſfeioſe ſacrifices and rights of his 
notfſown appointment were not accept- 
andÞblc to him : For even then a con- 
\imWrite heart was unto God the ſweet- 
ity Sacrifice; a ſlaying of rheir fins 
| wiſ'as more plcaſfing to him then 
d,ofÞjie blog 1 of chouſands of Bullocks: 
Pincere Prayer was then the choil- 
Bro-Ft incenſe, and the paring away 
ſterſÞacir Froud and callous fl:ſh was 
| ircumcifion that God de- 
Fighted in, Pſal. 50.8, 51.16.17. 
-$#.6.20, 7-34433. Eſ4.1.,11,12, 
lic#h 6. 6,7,8. Amos 5, 22, Al- 
ugh God required ſacrifices and 
ther ceremonies, yet if they offer- 
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50' The Young Wan's Duty, 
ed up the beaft, and ſpared thei; 
{in, that '73Yow Sveley, the-Beaſt with- 
ia them, they were nor welcom-49 
Gods Altars. If they cut off :the 
fore-skin. of their fleſh, and {et 
their hearts in the mean time be 
overgrown with ' their pride and 
unbelief,:'if they offered incenſe up 
towards Heaven, and kept their 
hearts below upon the luſts of the 
fleſh, God was not pleaſed with 
ſuch a ſervice, though of his own 
appointment, Thus he cells the 

| Jews, He that billeth 

* Sorh: LXXII. 27 Oxe (* and ig the 
"G5 a mean time ſpares his 
wi wiz. fn) is as if heſlw 
was: He that ſairi- 

ficeth a Lamb, is as if he cut off i 
dogs week: He that offereth an 0b- 
lation is as if he had offered Swint! 
bleod: H: that burneth Incenſe is ' 
he bleſſed an Idol, Ela. 66.3, Sci 
Sacrifices of fools were but 7 
TEP, They fed the fire gu 
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the Altar, but they made no atone- 
ment. ' God abHorred ſuch ſervi- 
40 ces as thefe, for. with him 7 obey 
he fl is better then ſacrifice, and to hearken 
let I then the = of Lambs, 1 Sam.15+23, 
be Now if under the'Law God requi- 
nd red an , holy life,” *rhen under the 
up} Goſpel nothing 'c#n ' excufe us from 
\cirffl it. And thus mnch che Apoſtle 
teaches us in theſe words, Sin 
(44! aut "have dominion aver you ; for 


erace,, Rom.6.14, After all this, 
one would think, chathe that con- 
fiders theſe things, and he that be- 
lieves them , ſhould no longer 
doubr of the necefſity of an holy 
life, and chereſore ſhould not dare 
weoon in his'fin, and think on 
| hi- death-bed, to make an amends 
iv. he miſcarriage of a wicked 
life, with a'few good words of 
courſe, 'Certainly, in other things 
there iS nothirig truer; then that 
the faults and defeQtiveneſs of any 
| | D 2 


je are not under the Law but under 


22 The YoungPan's Duty, 
of the premiſes, are. conſtantly 
found allo in. the Concluſjon : And 
if jt be true 1n this caſe: (as the 
Word of God aſſures us it is) no- 
thing can be more abſurd, rthen.to 
expect (0 good a Concluſion, as 1 
glorious Reſurredson,;. from the fawl. 
ty premiſes of a wicked life, And we 
ſhall judge ,very..ſtrangely,. if we 
think a few good words of a dy: 
ing finner, will avail as much with 
God as an holy life ; we cannot ſay iſ 
he lived a good life, that never 


called upon God till helay a dying, 

FD The parts of our 
T6 (lo xgSune «34- life muſt be holy, 
wel mire mi 1% Lefore the, whol 


FH KgAd $7 hid we ©» | | | 
_,...caltt þe called fo; 


We do not call a: Picture or Statue 
fair, that hath not all jrs parts and 
proportions, I ſhall end this par 
ticular with the .words of a very 
. . _ - wofthy,.. . Divine 
wth. —-: Saint the Pupils: BY 
words are theſe, v I 

| — folliw 


The Boung Pan's Duty, 53- 
allow the Scripture, I muſt not pro- 
miſe my ſelf Salvation, without effe- 
ful dereliffion and moriificatios of 
all Vices, and the effeFual Prattice of 
all Chrifian Yertues. . Bat your 
Church © opens an eafier and broader 
we) to Heavens and theugh I con- 
tinxe all my life long in 4 courſe of 
fin, and without the Praffice of any 
Yertne, yet gives me aſſurance that 7 
my be let into Heaven at 4a Poſters 
gate, even by any At of  Attrjtion 4 
the houre of death, if it be joyntd with 
Confeſſion, or by an AS of Contrition 
without Confeſſion, Thus he to my 
preſent parpoſe, > 
'2- But if- we adde to'this, the 
infiaite and effential- holineſs of 
Gods Nature, we cannot imagine 
that he ſhould receive the unclean 
and falthy ſinner into his Embra- 
ces : | 
— Laid enim ſperare necentibss eoris 


Conceſſum * aut que nou 4;gnior hoſtia 


mils © 


D 3 Who 


er fon a *%g, 


—_—_—— Or ee ke 


—— OI > 59 


| 

£ 

| 

ml 

| 

= 

! | 
' 

| 

1 x 

"nt 

$ 

4 

; 

| 

| 


d IT; 
, 
| } 
i $i) 
. 
F | | + 
: nz 
27 
' ſ 
| | 
: | 
: + 


PE EE EI "A 


=p —— —  — —  — — 
_— = 


_ _— -—— - p- = OS q * 
KLEIN ” R— EE Cee Ee a 


_ - we 

. — 
—— 

m—y—s 


ey oo - iS oo ee eG coop en _—— 
——_ _ - 
_—_— w—_— A ay OOO 


/ 


my AG. oi 


54 TheBYoung Pan's D uty, 

Who can believe that God, wh 
hates ſin with a perfe& hatred, an! 
cannot, endure it in his fight; The 
« light,and in whom is no darkneſs at 
all, that caſt the Angels out of 
Heaven for their pride, and ou 
firft Parents. out of Paradiſe. fc; 
their Rebellion, that drowned the 
old World for their: .ungodlineſ, 
and burnt up Sodew and Gomorrih 
for their wicked lives, and hath 


open,,. ſhould be ſo,caſily. deceived 
as to be charmed. with, a, parcel of 
g00d words from, a dying man, 
who in the mean time is an enemy 
to him in his, heart, We know:ſuc 

a mans ſacrifice. is ay. abomination tl 
the Lord, Prov.15.8. And we know 
Gad beareth not fanners, John 9. 31- 


Nay, 


The Boung Pan's Duty, 55 
Nay, he Pry = 
then could ſay, That . 
an waclean perſon byte 
mieht not have com- Carm Pythag. 
wernion with a pure Being. We may 
as well expe that all cheElements 
ſhould change cheir natures, that 
the fire ſhould become cold. and 
tame,and the Waters dry and hard; 
that an exceſs of light, and a thick 
darkneſs ſhould amicably agree and 
i down;together at the ſame time 
and: place, that . confradifions 
ſhould be at, no diſtance, . or_ that 


My 4a. eq xa. 5 


God ſhould ceaſe tg be what Reis, . | 


As that God who is holy, and'cail- 


not. be otherwiſe, who hates fin - if 


prefoidly; and .cannot chooſe but 


ate it whereſoever it is, ſhould be | 


at perfe& friendſhip, and - favour 
with that man, that. loves his fin 


heartily, -and embraces. it with {1} 


great delight. We. deceive our 


ſelves igfigitely, if we think he will [ij 
or can, for'it is contraryzco his Na- {ſl 
A D 4 ture. ff | 
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56 The Boung Pan's Duty, 
ture, Indeed if the 
Yide Cis. de na!xz> God whom we wor- 
ro I» point ſhip, were no betrer 
Proudent. cont Sym- then the He athen 
mach. d.r. gods were reported 
to be, of whoſe quarrels, adwlteries, 
murders and fends, we read m the 
Writings of their own Worſhip: 
pers, then might any man ſoon be- 
come a fit Companion of ſucha 
Deity: Adulterers, Drunkards, 
Thievys and Robbers would be very 
fie mates for ſuch falſe gods as Fupr- 


ter, Bacchus, Mercery, and ſuch like, 
which were ſome 'of thoſe whom 
the Heathens worſhipped. For, 


imitate him whom wc 
Famblich 4e vita "511; (hip, hath always 


Os bin chought ſafe-ad- 
vice; And he was one of the wi- 
{| Heathens that ſaid, 7har thoſe 
men did ridiculouſly, that ſought for 
that which is iruly ng are 


any, ether but the gods, or thoſe that 
were like them. And he adds 


very. 
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yerY well, Andy 5n Tur Tegx\vor 06s ar 
die 3 ©6ds aiger, That we wſt do the ſe 
er Wl things with which God 15 delighted. 
en | Nor could there be a ſurer rule 
ed Nl then this, had they not bin miſtaken 
e's, ſin the objet 7 their Worſhip: 
he © And it is likely 
. Ces: : 
4 the Heathen | Prank 4 a= 
were the MEre cantiam rarba colleg'y, 
RR Her. x 


ly Wit. they- : were, 
&- [they were not reproveable from 
©, If their. own ann: .. For why 
m j ould Cicero inveigh againſt Yerres 
for committing: adultery; when 
' BE Fove himſelf whom they worſhip- 
3 Pped, had done the ſame; or againſt 
6 P.Cledins for Inceſt, when their 
- Wgreat Deity was known: to-haye 
been inceſtuous, 'St. 
” [4#fin takes notice of 
the leud young man 
F Pinthe Comegiaex; that juſtified him- 
lf in his. uncleanneſs by the ex- 
Ds ample 


y 
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ample of. Fupiter," arid diÞPas it" 
were animate and provoke himſelf 
to luſt; quaſi' celeſts Mazifperio, by 
the warratity of Fove, - No better: 
could, be'expettel:from thoſe thar 
SE Om -worſkipped ſuchDe- 
C—_ 5 and* believed 
: - ſuch things ofthem + 
Who could. expeft any thitg bur 
cmelty from "He Worthippers of 
Mars and Fellana'* orany reverence 
to Parents from the workhippers of 
Fupiter ? who would'look for cha- 
fity from the Adorers of an-Adul- 
tereſs, - or © for Juſtice from them 
that ſcrved @& Thieviſhi Mercur):fþ 
They were not like to be- cliaſte or 
ſober that offered ſacrifice to Buc- 
chus, and thofe: ether falſe gods, 
whoſe adulterieS aridexcelſes were 
not only reported in the-Writings 
- of their followers, bur-reprefented 
upon open Theatres, that all men 
might LR them. But our God, 
whom we worſhip, is an Holy God, 


Law of Moſes, where the Jews are | 


. 


The Young Pors Duty,” 59 
and-we muſt be ſo alfo:if we would: : 
worſhip him aright, or. be, accept», -| 
able to: him,,, - And; this: is an Ar-: W 
gument that/GOd himſelf uſes with If 
us, and very. forcible it: is, tobe 
_oty Seng i , ces writ" | 
ten (ſays the Apoſtle) be ye holy,for I | 
wn 5" 4 DN ak Fang | 
we often find this written in the 


J 


required to. be holy becauſe Ged is . if 
ſo, \Levit.n, 44. 19.2. 20.7, Dent. |lf 
10.17, . And therefore we may not 
expeR any favour from God, un- 
leſs we become like him. 

3-The neceſficy of an holy life here 
in order t0.our fatnre happineſswill If 
farther appear, if we:confider- the ff 
aature. of that happineſs, or Hea- if 
ven. which-God hath reſerved for. ff 
us::: There. is ao one thing in'which ({ 
men more miſtake. -I fear, then jn if 
their-canceics. about Heaven: Men || 
ſpeaks of it much; -and' every! man if 
ſeems to defire-it. asa good place; . fill 
E1 or if 


T41 
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Or ſtate in general; when in the- 
mean time they know- not what it- 
15, nor wherein it- does confiſt,, We. 
are very deſirous of :Heaven, bur: 
not carefulito-fit and prepare our. 
ſelves forit, - The Mother of Ze-. 
bedees Children would have her: 
two fons fir by Chriſt in his King- 
dom, but yet do-s not beg for them 
the grace that ſhould enable them 

to drink the Cup; and receive the 

Baptiſm that ſhould- prepare them 

for it; Maj. 20, Men 

Vide Pembles conceive of it after a 


WIN Sermon of lg- 


vo ance. carnal and fleſhly man- 
ner. Thus-. did he 
that thought ita Green Afedow. Thus 
that great .Impoſtor Mahomert pro- 
” . _ " miſes hiscrue be- 
vide dnyrald of Be Jievers a+ Para- 
Vide M2. Greece his\ diſe watered with 
D-ſcriprion of the Se- . delight ful: Foun- 
ragite. &).8 1, tains,, adornel 
with ſtately Trees, and cnrich: 
ed with variety of fruits. Where 
men. 
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nea ſhall be magnificently cloath- 
d, and ſtretch chemſelves npon 
coſtly beds, :and be attended with 
felicate mufick, and have Wives 
tranſcendently beautiful : Sucha. 
Paradiſe did that Beaſt .promiſe his 
diſciples: which..1s aclear Argu- 
ment that the man was. immerled 
in ſenſual delights, and unworthy. 
of. the reaſonable ſoul. Much ſuch 
2 ſtate do- the: poor, carnal Jews 
iream, that their Meſaas ſhall bring 
them -to- when .he a. 
comes, when. they Nid-tb41d Paraph 
ſhall be - feaſted A 
with great Proviſt- Judaic. c36, , 
We 5d - drink of 8 
the Wine of Paradiſe, thac hath biti 
reſerved for. from . the days of 4- 
dom: - At this Feaſt they name the 
very diſhes that ſhall be. provided; 
- and what ſports ſhall go before, 
| Oc. Such conceirs are men ' ready 

to have of Heaven: Aud indeed, 


 Nif Heaven were ſuch a place as this 
kind 


6: The Boung Ban's Duty, 
kin of men ſpeak"of,/ it' would 
much pleaſe a prophane man, and 
the moſt wicked would. at-all rime 
be. very fit: for Heaven. The 
Drunkard* and the Glutton, the 
proud and ambitious, the worldlia 
and effeminace would be well plea. 
ſed with ſuch a Fools 'Paradiſe # 
this; Agd there would be no may; 
though never ſo mnch depraved, 
bur would be very fit for ſuch a ſex- 
ſtal happineſs, But we are taught 

" thiak otherwiſe of Heaven, t 
there 1s: :38 marrying, or givins it 

marriage there, Luke 20.35, y 7 
that »s wnclean thing ſhall- enter int 
it, Rev.20.27. And' therefore a 
we would be happy, ſo we moſtbe 
holy : For holinefs is not only ae 
ceſlary by « nece[ity of Precepr, but 
by 4 neceſſity of means. For as wick- 
edneſs does lay a foundation for 
_ our miſery, and a 
Vide Smith's Seleh train for onr. de- 
_—_— 44 ſtruction, every 11n- 
ner 


SS ws 2: ana =» QT =» 7” mR= es => Wn as ww» 


FE find: And: therefore | no: man, 


mw — 


The Loung:Wan's/Duty, 63 
rex: being withinrhe: attpeTine, port 
of Heltni 'Sin. and: Hell being; of 
the ſame lineage, aid always-twiſt- 
edirogether-: So allo,:.is haldueſs of 
:bſolnce and indifpenbible neceiity 
our: future happintſs : They: being: 
rather tyyor Ceveral nomigns, of; ane 
thing, then-thing2 in themſelves di- 


may-promife higa{clf Heaven here- 
ther,. that: does-:not« live anholy: 
lifehere. . Ware hereima ſtate, of 
trial! and probation, and as it-were 
ar School inia:lower} form, where 
ifweimproveourtime well,. and 
do our-tasks., that is; if we mortifle 
and/fubdue ur: evil affections, then 
we ſthall-be: removed to an bigher 
forme, and added-0 the (pirits of ju 
wen made perfect. But if wetrifle 
away:our time, or ſpend it- amiſs, 
we thall be thrown: down among. Hy- 
pocrites and: unbelievers. Norican 
it be otherwiſe , then thus. For 
what:ſhould' a wicked man do in 
1  _ teea- 


64 The Koung Pan's Duty; 
Heaven;; -- Certainly, ſuch aſtate 
would be a-torment to him: if. che 
thing-were- poſible. In ftead of: 
being his. happineſs, it would be 
his priſo#. He would be: weary of 
that ſtate, which now he ſeems {0 
much to defire. What pleaſure 
would he find in ſinging perpetual 
praiſes to God, that is now weary 
of giving him thanks ! What con- 
rent would the: covetous Worldlin 
find-in Heaven ! There he. wi] 
find no Leaſes or Farms for pur- 
chaſe, no widows or fatherlels to 
oppreſs, no poor mens faces ro 
grind, nor- bargains to drive,. nor 
money to put--our,” nor forfeitures 
to receive. The voluptuous man 
would find little pleaſure there 
where is 20-mWarrying Or giving in 
Marriage, no becs of Iyory;nor meat 
or drink; nor Tavernor Alekouſe; 
or jolly companion to carowle 
and quaffe withal. The proud man 
would take little delight in a = (| 
ail 


The Boung Ban's Duty. 65: 
. Want aſcribing all honour and praiſe 
God: Such men. as theſe are 
| not fit for Glory, who: are ſo far 
from Grace, They muſt lie down 
 Wvich che devil and his Angels,they 
Fre nor fir for God, and that inhe- 
| Ficance among chem that are (an- 
tified, 

I right adde to what I have 
aid, chis.alſoz That it is nothing. 
but $:3; and the want of an holy n4-. 

' ſire, chat makes the Devil ſo voy... 

| ind fo deplorably miſerable as he.is, 
othing bue this obſtruds. his hap-: 
meſs, We all look npon the De-. 
as 2 moſt adious, and filthy; and. 
niſerable creature :- Me hath ge. 
erally with us a very:illname,and 
lat very juſtly alſo :- But we do- 
ot confider what hach made. the 
evil ſo-ugly. and ſo wretched : 

vow that is nothing bne his fin a- 
inſt God. For God did not make 
im ſs ; when he came out of Gods: 
lands he was-. an . holy Angel... 

| brighe 
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bright and ſpatleſs : | But fince that 4 
his'fin hath diſcoloured him, and fl 
left thoſe filthy ſpots upon his. nv iſ} 
_ ture, which if they could again bei 
ſeparated from him,he would clearflth 
up into an Angel of light, .and beſo 
better then the beſt of us. But hi x; 
Sin hath faized him, and Biomai 
zca:hin now, and hath made hin 
. at once the moſt deformed and mo 
mifcrable creature:: And that man 
whoeves hecbe that lives im; (in andifm; 
loves it, that: does: the works: offi 
the:Devsl,; ..c1 that i8.a liar,;a falleſed! 
Aceuſer of Gods-childrew,” an. Enefit j 
mijetothe:ſouls of: men; . that ismaYlmg 
licious, /tnwious aadproud,: fuchne 
man is:tgly and miferabie: as. they}of 
devilis. . For, _ no more bilſthe 
the very truth,: ſuch. a\man. iSYin t 
Devil Incarnate: He differs onFrah! 
in.'»awe from:him, white. he batlA;; 
the very ſame nature: And: whik Prer 
he- lives in theſe + fins, - the; Deviſaof 
himſelf may belong to — 0nj 

on 
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fom of Heaven as much as he: For 
who can believe that a win ſhuuld 
be happy with thoſe very fins abour 
him,wbich at the ſame time make 
rthe Devil unavoidably miſerable : 

Or that we ſhould ever enter ;##0 
Heaven with thoſe very fins; which 
caſt the Devil ont thence,” Did'nor 
God ſpare the Angels that finned, 

but caſt:them down to Hell, (a Pe, 
1.4.) And ſhall he ſpare van, and 


bake bizn py  though-he 
0 Hg. /*Germa 'deeply ook. 
Fein bis tathre ! FE Te Cannbk be': 
lt is reue Lee ſuck a man as this 
ay lay afide' his fins, and obtain 
Anercy at the: hands of God-rthrough 
Fats ChrIf'; burif he donor this, 
Wihe fins chat wake che-/Devit'ſo. vile 
Fin the eyes of God, 'and Fo'miſe- 
Wrable, will make bin fo 1ikewiſe. 
And thereſbre _ a wicked man 
Fhrerengs To 'defie" the" Devil," 'and 
hrofeffes th hate Rirm! he ought ro 
F iſ Ger © that theſe "are "bur: ver <- 
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vain words, when at the ſame tiny f 
he embraces, his works. For wellu 
are obliged by our Profeſſion off 
Chriſtianity, as well as by our-firfſih 
Promiſe, t0-rexouxce the devil anti 
all his works, Andif we defie his 
name only. and-do not renounce hi; 
works,” we do bur like the Cowacd- 
ly Souldirr that exclauns againit his 
enemie whom: he will not fiehe. [t 
was an excellent ſaying of - Sir 
des, When the wngodly cxrſeth Satay, 
he carſeth his own ſoul, Eccl.-21.27, 
When a:wicked man. curſeth .the 
devil, and is at the fame: time one 
of his children and followers, heſſ | 
does but curſe himfelf. _ . (ar 
If, then we will believethe #h$'01 
Scriptures rather then the definiti-Y'cr 
ons of a corxwpt Church , and thinkJ/*7 
that Godis neceſlacily holy; and not YYF 
ſuch an one as the. Hearhens wor-fþ 1 
ſhipp:d ; -and that Heaven is ani 
holy State, and. not a Paradice forflan 
fools and ſenſuapfls, we. muſt alone 
grant, 
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rant, that holineſs here is of abſo- 
we —_—— to our happineſs here- 
ofifter-.: And then certainly, this 
refflhews. us again the vanity of thoſe 
agen that lead wicked lives, and 
live without God in the world,and' 
think-co make amends for all with 
kw.ggod words at laſt (which 
they. call Repentance) and by thar 
means to get jntv a better world 
then this, 
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he BOTE- 
ef} | hajl now ſhew the very great 
(anger of delaying que. repentance 
h$2 rhe latter end of aur days: Whar 
-Wfery greak b454rds, and. vwerriain- 
ke and peradvemiores we run when 
tne do fo, 7 
-| 3. 1t. is uncertain how long wo 
0 I0all. lives 188d therefore:there- js 
cI4nger j0pytcing off . our Repent+ 
oFince 20: Our 01d-age, 'God never 
ll | gave 
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: 4 +2. *. .gaveusour lifeinfhh 
Wtafe Wrdir:*nfura.- Leaſe for Tearrimilh 
vite tangiam picunig 
anlla\ prefiitita” tic, arebut Tenants kb; 
Cic. Tac. qu.t, the :'Will of--tlthi 

þ een. Lord,-and he mi 
chrow us out of our Cottages'twhe 
he -pleaſss, We: have - nod 
granted us t9: pay back the live 
that God-hath lent us, they mayiat 
any time be required of us, It wifſn 
the Devils firſt lie, and he is alwayſſhh 
repzating it, Te ſhall z0t ſurely dim 
Gen. 3. 4. And if he can by thifin 
means rock! us iafletþ he hath wh 
faſt enough. But yet we have dai 
ly. experience how vain a thing 
mani athis befÞ eftare 45, and hon; 
extremely vain it1s to proiniſe- out 
ſelves any long continuance; :or de&fq 
fign any great matters here; - TiKfith 
Jews have a good Ptoverb, thatY6f 

E-4  Muny old E amels cart 
Vide Beei'Fle- 'the Skins of the younettly vo 
rit, HiBr4; 1: Camels tothe Market; 
And indeed ons world: think - co 
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enfkhe ſudden dearth of: 'onr Neigh- 
ors, of our Friends and Relatives, 
that were younger, and ſtronger, 
1nd better then we. ſhould convince 
hits chat we have no aflurance that 
ave hall live long. - How magy 
ſtave we known or htard of,:;'upon 
whom death: came.,:. and gave no 
arning : For fo many times it is, 
men die ſuddenly when they leaſt 
think of ſucly a thing. Many a 
man dies in the:midſt of a journey, 
ina crowd and 'throns. of worldly 
Fbofineſs, when they are juſt/arrived 
to their preferment:and the fumme 
f their:hopes, upon. their marri- 
ze or their new honours, in. their 
uttneals or ſports,' in a drunken fit or 
ba _ when 0! VP 46 
Fey 'thbught leaſt Tv 9cexpani ex, wp- 
ale foch a chings ir lent 
Fin hath death 0- welt 207? ; Yergn- 
Mrenaken them,and {27 F499 
Ylzid on them its 94-1 
ay cold hands, claſed rheir eyes, and 
ir þ ſtopped - 
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topped their breath, and ſpeile 
their deſignes, andi put.'an end to; 
their mirth, and cauſed all: their 
_ thoughts to periſh. And then the}; 
man - thar had not t:me to ſerelf 
GoJ, muft find time co: die; and he} 
that had' not; leiſure: to: amend- hi þ 
life, muſt now Joſe it againſt hf; 
will. We often hear ſuch riding; 
as this, that ſuch a man js ſudden}; 
dead, whom we ſaw alittle beforfffy 
in perfe&t healch, :and heard corflji 
triving ſome great-things he woullffis 
do ere long, | And indeed there ily 
no reaſon we ſhould wander at anfſth: 
of theſe things ; for, beſides thajhh 
(uch things are very common, itiikh; 
more- ro be marvelled at thay wiki 
 thonld live ſo long then that wiſh 
fhould die ſo ſuddenly, Far howihe 
very eafily is this earthen veſſelfa 
broken, in what greaz danger ai; 
we every day ! | Too great an #4f1 
or too much roldy t00 much /ropgfnz; 
07-200 great-wetehing z if we cl Jon 

_ {, 
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al :c.coo much, or g&faiv too: long ; 
orelie labpur £00 hard; we arefoon 

rf deſtroyed : And if we preſume 
upon our.own temperance,yet who 
y1ellcan ſecure himſelf from enemies a- 
broad: - A wilde beaſt may meer 
vo him, and.cear him in pieces,2 Kixg. 
1-24. Or an enemy may give hint 

WY: thruſt under the fifth rib, (2 $4m0- 
3.37.)2ad let out his ſoul that way, 

onlor a fool or. a Mad-man may ſtrike 
lim £0 che wall when an evil (pirit 
upon him”; Thou, mayſt enter in- 
W0.2n houſe - that may fall upon 
Wilkize and kill thee,( Lok 12.4.) Or 
ballthy horſe - may chr: w thee our of 
vs into. another world; thou mayſt. 
Fach che Plague, or be ſurprized in 
by games, or choaked in thy 
Wneals. The rage of a Tyrant, the 
Wite&tion of a diſeaſe, the poiſon 

Pa morſel or a draught, a Clap 
fThunder, or a flaſh of Lightning 

lay quickly ſend thee to: thy long 
Tome; The. Lord, may ſmite thee, 
1! SS g FE | or 
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'r thy diy may come 10: die, © br thu 
mar deſcend into | battel' and perif, 
: Sam. 26, 10. Thy life is in 
Gods hand, who may take it awa 
when he pleaſeth,; vr whenſoevet 
thou diſpleafeſt him. * And hr 
if thon die in thy fu, thou muſt lie 
_ =. "down in ſorrow ,” and 
R. Eleazar. dwell with everlaflin 
bur nings, And therefore it was 
wholeſome advice . the' Jew gave 
| his Scholar, that be ſhonlg re 
peut one day before he died/His' mean: 
ing was, that he ſhonld repent pre 
ſently, aule he conld not tel 
whether he. ſhould live while to- 
morrow ; "and that he' ſhould be 
always exerciſing repentance,that fo 
whenever d-ath ſhould come, it 
might find him prepared for it; 
And to that purpoſe he make 
zone” uſe of the words 0 
Vide R. Solomon Solomon , Lit th 
Jarebi in Bech'9'® "G,rments be only y 
white, and let thy bead lack no on ' 
wr 
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went, Eccl. 9.38, The Jews were 

commanded to «ffiif their 
p ſoxls at the day of Bxpiati- Maimonider 
40, Levit.16. 39. And one of their 
Writers tells us, that they were 
then obliged ro confeſs their fins, 
aad to begin their confeſſion the 
night before this day of Expiati- 
on, and that before Supper alſo , 
and he gives this reaſon, becanſe 
tle perhaps he may be choaked in 
Supper- time before be hath made his 
| Confeſſions. Alas, what do we 

mean to talk of repenting in our 
ihe old age, when perhaps our breath 
5 may be ftopt by the next morſel we 
vl © or'our (ouls required of us 
| bf this night; And it is the greateſt 
folly in the world, to livein that 
fate of things in which we ſhall be 
afraid to die. It was great folly in 


ſeek when the Bridegroom called, 
if we do nor repent ipeedily, it is 
fer pm—{ not repenc 


.2 al 


the Virgins, to have their Oyl to 
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atall, and if we do not repent a 
all, we ſhall be unavoidably and 
eternally miſerable: One delay 
may for ever hinder us , . Ir is here 
as it was with the Pool of Berheſas, 
where we find he that firſt ſtepped 
in after the moving of the waters, 
was cured of his diſeaſe, Fobs 5.4. 
He chat repents preſently may have 
pardon ; but he that ſlips but ons 
ſeaſon, may perhaps never haveit 
any.more; for his life may ſoon be 
taken away, and then his hopes are 
ended. I have read a fad ſtory of a 
Gentleman, who on his Death-bed 
imagn'd he ſaw certain Meſſengers 
that came to carry him away toHe|, 
wherupon he fell into great ſhrieks, 
: and end, his miſerable 
Drexel. Trib. life with theſe words, 
Chriſte 234. Give we re pite till tomor- 
row. ., And Drexelius tells us a Story 
of another, of which he was. wit- 
neſs himſelf, Of a certain. rich 


man thac fel} GcKk, and in bis ok 
nels 


p, 
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neſs was deſired by ſome thar ſtood 


' by to lift up his minde towards 


Heaven: He ferched a great figh, 
and told them, that he did look up 
towards Heaven, but that he per- 
ceived that the paſſage thither was 
now ſhut upon him. Burt what need 
I ſpeak of theſe, how many have 
our own cars hard complain upon 
their uneaſte death-beds, of the 
precious time they have loſt, and 
the time they want, and cry out in 
vain, that their days might be pro- 
longed, O that men were wiſe, that 
they wnderſtoed this, that they would 
confider their latter end, D-ut.32.39, 
0 that we would be wie in time, 
for there is no wiſdom in the 
Grave, wh.ther we are making 
haſte. We had nzed pray with the 
Plalmiſt, Teach ws 

to number our days n= ”_ rn 
aright, and we will 147. Fer. $.6. and 


: . the Chaldee Paraph, 
bring a wiſe heart, Lo os Pp. 
BM, go. 12. As 


E 3 thoſe | 
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thoſe words may be well tranſlates. 
That is, Grant that we may not b- 
miſtaken in the right nambring 
our days, in thinking them long x 
then indeed they are, and then this 
cight numbring our days ſhall teach 
us Leflons of great wiſdom. He 
is recorded for a Fool that promiſed 
himſelf wary years. And certainly, 
he can deſerve no better name that 
does ſo: we find many times, that 
the men that die ſuddenly, are thoſe 
men that thought to have lived 
longeſt, Let us not lay we will re- 
pent hereafter, when we cannot tel 
but we may die 6 omg; 

2. But (uppole thou doſt live to 
old age, yet it.is very wx#certain, and 
4avery great peraduenture, whether 
thou ſhalt have the grace truly to 
repent or not. Nay, perhaps thou 
wilt die ſuddenly ſtill, and never 
have the opportugity or the heart 
to call upon God for mercy. Thou 
mayft perhaps be given over. 6 , 

AE | ſo 
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hard heart, ..and a. ſeared Conſci- 
ence,. and tempted 10 curſe God 4nd 
die, The Lord,' ii may be, way be 
d'parted from the:, and become thine 
enemy. . AS it waSWith Savl,1Sam. 
28.15. - It is moſt likefy chon wilt 
dieas thou didft live. What, ſhould 
make thee think, that the grace of 
God will follow.thee to thy, dearh- 
bed, .and effeually bring ' thee 
home, after thou haſt abuſed the 
love, and deſpiſed the grace of God 
al thy life-time ! Why ſhouldſt 
thou think chat God is ſo fond of 
thee, as that he will ſave thee whe- 
ther thou wilt or not ! Certainly 
we have more reaſon to fear, that 
God will no longer regard us, nor 
follow us with Intreatics, nor yer 
hear us though we cry loudly to 
him in our calamity : Let us well 
conſider what the Holy Scriptures 
teach ns in this matter, Prov. 1. 
23.29. —Fer.1l,14. £xck.8.18, In- 
deed, if in our youth and ſtrength 
E 4 we 
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we remembet our Creator, as w 
are commanded, we ſhall be accept: 
#d. For God hath gor only com- 
wmanded us to repent, and return to 
him, bur to do it ſpeedily, which if 
we do we may be affured of accept. 
ance, for we have a Promiſe for it, 
Zccl.13.7, Eſai55.6,7. 'Prov.8., 11, 
Bur if we do negle&t him Now, we 
have no affurance that God wlll 
regard us in our extremity. If we 
be profane, as Eſau was, who ſold 
his 6:rth-r.ght for a trifle, we haye 
reaſon to fear that we ſhall loſe our 
Fathers bleſſing alſo;and meet with 
the ſame event with him. Fore 
know that afterward, when he would 
bave inherited the bliffing, fe was re- 
jeeFed: for hr found noplace of Rt- 
pentance, though he ſought it carefully 
with tears, Heb.12.17. So that al- 
though we ſhould live to an ol 
age, yer may we die in our impeni- 
Lance and hardneſs of heatt; = the 
eee” 08 
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love of our fins, and of this world : 
And thus we ſhall do if God leave 
us without his ſpecial grace, which 
we give him juſt caule to. do, Ir is 
to be feared we ſhall die as we li- 
ved, the tree uſes to fall chat way 
that it is wont to lean towards, 
If we live without God in the 
world, it is much to be feared 
we ſhall die without any re- 
gard to him, and perhaps with- 
our ſo much as calling upon his 
Name, or crying to him for his 
Mercy. 

3- But ſuppoſe we do call upon 
God for . mercy upon our Death- 
beds. and cry:out upon our fins, yet 
we have great reaſon to fear leſt we 
ſhould play the Hypocrite at ſuch 
a time as this. It is wcll if our 
Death-bed ' Repentance be. any 
becter then diffembling: We 
have great reaſon to ſuſpe& it 
IS a forced, fained, and flavſh thing. 
E:$ It 
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mt It1s: no. wonder we cry out for Mer+ 
cy, when we fiad Gods Fuftice too: 
hot for us. We eaſily give our. 
enemy fair words, when his dagger 
is at our breaſt, or his knife at our. 
throat: When we. are within the: 
-uew Of the flames of Hell, within 
the flaxch of. the. Brimftonc, and 
the noiſe of the miſerable, When 
we ſee our ſelves .juſt paſſing, into 
an eter#al defirniovw, no wonder 
that then we.cry ontfor mercy. This 
may indeed affright us out of the 
«Fon of fn,when yet we retain our: 
sffeFion to it. And though the fick 
[han may cry out-loudly for mercy. 
at this time, and that with a bitcer 
weeping, yet there are two confide- 
rations that will render .this Re- 
pentance very ſuſpicions; (x) If 
we confider how this. Repentance 
commences, and is.firft wroughtin 
us : Iris to be feared, that- it-18 
only an cffet of Gods Power, _ 
JN: 
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| | indicative Faffice affrighting . us, 
) 
| and draws us to him, 
cry out becauſe we cannot with- 
|| {ard his power,when yet we do not 
. | grieve becauſe we have #bsſed his 
love. And ſuch mens devotion is 
like that of the ancient Heathens 
to one of their Deities whom they 
worſhipped #e woceret, leſt their 
Deity ſhould hurt them. Now moſt 
certain it is,that alchough che Pow- 
er of God may. ſcare us into ſome 
kind of Repentance, yet it is the 
T6 yAn6TOy ©4x, the oodneſs of God that 
leads ns to it, asthe Apoſtle aſſures 
us, ;Roz, 2.4. The holineſs and 
infinite goodneſs, of. Gods Nature, 
that he is infinitely better then all 
the World is, or can be, to us is 
the great inducement that brings a 
finger home to . God, Thus. it 
was with the Prodigal ſon: Whes 
he came to himſelf he ſaid, how ma»'y 
hired ferwants of my fathers _ 
read 


2nd not of his geedveſs that -winns 
We may 
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b readenough, and to (pare; and 7 pr- 
rifh with bunger 4 I'will ariſe; - and'v 
to my father, &c. Luke rs. 17, 18, 
And thus it was with the people of 
Iſrael in the Prophet, * who after 
they ſe: the vaniry of rynning from 
God, is brought home by tis in- 
ducement, The ſhall [be ſay, 1 will 
$0 and return 16 my ferft Husbarid, for 
th en it was better mith me then now, 
Hof, 2.'7, For the Almighty 
Power of God is not of: it ſelf 'an 
induce ment to 4'paor{inner to come 
20 Him, for that rather ſpeaks zer- 
rour then Encoxrag:iment, His pow- 
er may ſooner make us be afra;d of 
him, then fear him as'we ought, or 
Jove him as we. ſhould, For he tht 
cometh to God, muſt believe that Ht 
#5, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that ailjgently ſeek him, Hebr.11.6, 
There 1s Aercy with him, rharhe 
may be feared, We muft fear the 
Lord and his Goodneſs, Hof. 3.5.Gods 
power may wake us diflcmble bs 
ain 


of God is.apon: us. Bur 
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fain'our ſelvcs-0bedient at: ſuch a 
time as.this:: And that;is the.mcan- 
ing m_—_ _ words of the Pſal- 
miſt, Through the great- 
neſs of 63 Rery ſhall RE 
thee \ en:mies ſubmit LXXIL 
x DAT! Targ, 
themfelvs fo thee, Pl.6s. They foal! be 
$, They thall;ſubmit  ſovad rar, See 
themſelves.; that is, q,, 014 Tram 
they ſhall yield a fein- V. / 18. 44. 
edr bedience;they ſhall * 567+22. 45. 
diflemble or lie. to thee, as the 
Hebrew word imports. What we 
do at ſach a time, it 15. to- beteared 


J weare forced to;z,we cry out upon 


our fins becauſe they have. made us 
miſerable, we .would nuw part 
with them; becauſe we know not 
how to k-ep: them any longer with 
fafety.. 'We hate. our ftas b-cauſe 
they are hurtful tous, and the rod 
Boe atk þ 'Nemo invitus 

19 Ct NDaVE OUr Sþreſucy: E- 
ſins quiztly, might we 77m fbenum 
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we ſhould-not then hate'chem, Our 
Repetitance is in great:part againf 
our will, and therefore cannot bt 
crue repentance: We do ar ſuch 
2.time by our fins,- as a Marriner i 
2 texapeſt at Sea, does by his goods, 
who throws them into the Sea in, 
deed, bur it is becauſe his life is in 
danger in a ſinking ſhip, and not 
becauſe he is weary of his goods, 
And . as this can 
Vide 4riftet.Erbie. hardly deſerve the 
[.3:c.lo.. | | name of a free Or v0- 
lantary ation, and a matter of 
choice, ſo may we very juſtly (uf 
pe@ that repencance that begins up: 
on no other accounts» For true 
Repentance is a free-and voluntary 
Action, We muft - not think to 
impoſe upon God' after this man- 
ner. - He knows the voice of F« 
cob from that of Eſau well c 
__ 7-17 
——Yerum nec note paratum 
Plor abit, qui me velit 3n enrvare oe 
reliss 7 The 


( 
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The great and holy and, all-wiſe 
God, will accept of nothing. leſs 
hen a true. and —_ and 
hearty Repentagnce ;. fo gu 4 
our figs, and a freeparting wit 
them. ;Bur-chen again another con- 
fderation,.. that will make, this. 
death-bed Repentance very ſuſpi- 
cious to be a piece of diſſembling is - 
$ this; That .(3.) if we diligently 
0 Yobſerve the event of this matter, 
e ve (hall many.tirmes:find chat thoſe 
nen that-upon their fick-beds -cri- 
ed-onr fo bitterly. upon their fins, 
ad ſa loudly for mercy, when 
God hath reſtored them to their 
health- again, have embraced the 
rery {ame fins which they.Jameant-, 
ed before, and have bin as wicked, 
ad far.. more wicked then ever 


> FF T7 K., 


they were before, Which as. it is 
a.clear evidence that this, Repent-. 
ce wasS'nq better then plain Hy- 
pocrifie , ſo it may alfo teach as 
-g waar lictle reaſon we have to cruſt 

ro 


”” 7 S To = 


8 ſought the Lord. But when Feſs- 
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to ſuch a Repentance as this, ortF! 
meaſure our ſeives by ſo uncertain Þ: 
and very fallacious a Rule. Thereſe 
ar: many men that ina ſharp fit of 
fickneſs, or ſome great adverſity, 
makes a very glorious appearance: 
You ſhall hcar them complain of 
their forgetfulneſs of God, and tel 
you how they would live and ſerve 
God if he would ſpare them thi; 
once. Butif you look npon theſc 
men after God hath reſtored them, 
you' may find them many times far 

worle then ever they were known 

to be. Such men as theſe are like 
the ropps that children play with, 
that will go no l6nger thea while 
they are whipt; Thus the 1ſraelites, 
when they were beates, then they 


#un \ waxed fat, then he kicked. 
When he flew them, then they ſought 
him, and they retarned and enquired 
early after their God, and they remem- 
bred that God was their Rock, _—_ - 

; 


, 


—— 
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ir God their Redeewer. Now Aa 
man would think this a very good 
people : Bur let us mark what fol- 
owsS, Nevertheleſs they did flatter 
im with their month, and they lied un- 
tj him with their tongues, For their 
rurt was not right with him, neither 
were they ſledfaff in bis Coverant, Pl. 

8. 34.— For when God delivered 
them they {oo forgat his works, Pf. 
106. 13. So far were they from 
de-ng made b tter by th-ir afflicti- 
0s, which was Gods aim in laying 
them on,” that they wearied God 
through theic obſtinacy, ſo that 
te complains of them by th Pro- 
pier, Why ſhoull ye be ſmitten 
ny more, ye will revolt more and 
more, Eſa.!.5, 

In a word,it was always ſo with 
that people, that however they 
ought the Lord in their Calamity, 
jet in their Proſperity they ran 
from him as faft: And the Lord 
tells them as much by the Prophet: 


1 ſpake 


£ [4 
| : : 
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1 (pake wnto thee in thy Proſperity, but 
thou ſaidft, 1 will xot hear, this hah 
bin thy manner from thy youth, tha. 
thow abeyedft . not my voice, Jer, 
23d i; - 
And therefore it was a wiſe ſay- 
ing of Zex_Sira, 
Vide Buzt, Legic- That. we ſhowld b1-, 
III NON. H0wy. 4 Phyſician. be, 
fore we have need of him. That is, 
that we ſhogld honour God in our 
| proſperity, if we would haye him ſnd! 
propitious to us in our - adyerſity, þ 
To which we. may adde what we 
reade in Siracides : Uſe Phyſick or 
ever thos he ſick: Before judgement 
examine thy ſelf, and in the day of 
Viſitation thow ſhalt find mercy. | 
Humble thy ſelf before thow be fck, flinw 
and in the time of fins ſhew repent-fll 
ance. Lei nothipg hinder thee to pu) 
thy Vow in dne time, and defer not #n- 
til death to be. jufptified. Ecclul.; 18. 
19,20; 21,23». To turn to God ia 
our ſan 


7 


The Bcung Pan's Duty. 


our youth and proſperity is a 


Treat Argument of the fagcerity of 


ur Repentance. Whereas we 
aye great Reaſon to fear that our 


lath-bed Repentance is bur aiflat- 


Fuatred. | 
nward vital principle that moves- 


ring of God, and that unto which 
eare crawed and skrewed up by the 

ors of the Almighty, and not 
avs tO it by the cords of a Man, 


the Bands of Love, Hof. 11. 4+ 


hereas he that does truly repent 


ud is converted, chooſes to become. 


new man, and leads a new life, 


Wnd would do ſo, if there were no 


llto _ and Heaven tO reward 
im. For he inwardly loves holi- 
eſs, and hates fin with a perfe& 
He is always acted by an 


im and ſets him forward. W here- 
5 the hypocrite is moved juſt like 
aClock, or ſome ſuch inftrument, 
that goes indeed, but it. is no long - 


rthen there are certain weights - 
hanging on, . that they will move + 


For 


gl 
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For they have no vital principle ti igh 
attyate their wheels, and continue 
their motion : So is the Hypocrite 
a kind of inftrument that goesb 
pulleys or weights, which may þ; 
kaken away and laid afide, and the! 
the motion is ſtaid. Now the hy 
p2crite upon his .ſick-bed hath 
great weights upon him, and no 
wonder that then he goes faſter, by 
when they are removed, it is 
little to be wondred at that hi 
ſhould ſtand ftill, This is. excel. 
lently exprefſei by Fb, ſpeaking of 
the Hypocrite, Will God hear hi 
cry when trouble comtth upon hm! 
will he delight himſelf in the Almigh- 
ty ? will he almays call upon God? Job 
27.9,t0. In which words the hy: 1 
pocrite is painted in his colours: 
He crits #nts God, there's his Reli-W1c< 
gion ; butit is when trowble comes 
upon him, that is the weight chat: 
moves him. For he wants an is-I/#* 
ward principle, for he does not de-J3-4 
light 
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light in the Almighty , He wants a 
ual principle to continue his deyo- 
tion ; he will not. a/ways call upon 
God. The hypocrites. Religion 
Yis a burden to him, it is not plea. 
(ant to his ſoul. He carries it a- 


the Ark to. Berh-ſhemeſh, who lows 
das they went along, 15am. 6.12, 
But the true f(ervaut of God de- 
lights. todo his Will, and keep his 
Commandments, and hid 
Wis Commandments are Bapciar in ans!” 
wt grievous, 1 John 5.3z Thatis, 
Mthey are not heavy and burdenſom 
Ito him. His Religion is beceme 
natural to him, and he is in great 
ncaſure the ſame man in health, 
that he is in ſickneſs: And 'when 
$a great trouble he vows obedi- 
ice to God, he performs his yows, 
5þ mill pay thee wy vows which my lips 
Que artered, and my manith hath 
ken when I-was inirouble, Pſal.s, 
$34, By what hath bio ſaid it will 
| appear 


bout with:him juſt as the Kine did- 
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a » that we have very pref 
—_—_ to {uſpe& our death <1 
pentance to be bat hypocriſie, au 
{o. unavailable to our ſalvation; ie 
And tkis is another very great pt \ 
adventure and hazard that he run: 
_ that puts off his Repeutance; _. 
4. Another great. danger in put 
ting off our Repentance is thi 
that this is a ſtep to final impej va 
tence and uabelief, . which is: a i 
that there js no pardon. in the Gif 
ſpel for, a fin for which Chriſt ne 7 
verdied, jt beihg contrary to "s 
whole deliga and purpoſe of t 
Goſpel. O confider, will it not il 
a dreadful thing to dic in thy fin f 
and lic down in everlaſting buf.” 
ings ! How greatwill thy miſe 
be, if thou 4jein thy fins, whe. \ 
«2 cho might'ſt han, 
Quid tis miſeriu, been ſaves (rol. 
Fatal wp themy\ If chou me” 
\.'.- erernally loft-whely: 
thou hadft 4 $avjovr that was.reaſh, 7 
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0 deliver thee ! would it not be a 
liſmal fight to ſee a friend or bro- 
"Wher dragged from his ' fick-bed' to 

he flamcs of Hell. To hear him 

o howling down to - the fire and 

imftone ! This will be thy ſad 
Fortion if thoy die in thy fins: And 

etainly when thou putteſt thy 
lepenrance off- but til] romorrow, 
Wiou takeft a ſtep towards this (ad 
Wencluſion. For he that is now 

Rad in his 7 began with ſuch 
Fngle inſtances as now thou doſt; 

hen he was exhorted to repent he 

15 wont £5 put God off, with a 
Wit yet Loyd, and, when Thave 4 fit 

ſon, when 1, have paſſed. my youth, 

d followed the  Eifencs of ve 

”, And then when God called, 

Bt had married a wife, or hired a 
Firm, or is making a Purchaſe, 
I'eicking and getting gain, and 
ing up in ſtore for the Winter of 

P$d.2ge,. And thus, the man put 
00d off, till deach 'Rbpped his 

breath, 
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breath, and ſpoiled his defignes fſ;o 
and ſent him away, to his etcrnalNe 
miſery :: And thea the poor crea. fſ 
ture is miſerable, beyond all; 
thought and all recovery: Thouf;; 
ſayſt thou wilt repent comarroy, Go 
aad ſo perhaps rhqu wilt always nd 
ſay till all thy Sand be run out, audfÞ4bl 
thy Sun be ſ:t,and there be no ſuch of 
thing asa Morrow left : when wiltY auc 
thou make a ſtop if thou co na&c. 
do.it preſvntly 2 '[Sbofray others Wof 
have deluded themſelves with theleff he 
hopes, that are now. among theY les 
dead and among the damned. They 
have ſaid that they would repent 
ere long, but yet they left the 
world before they did this work, 
and are dead and miſerable long a- 
go. . And how canſt thon be e- 
cure, when thou treadeſt in the ve: 
ry ſame path chat hath led ſo ma- 
ny down to the Chambers 
Death? Canſt thou expect the 
very ſame track ſhould bring ther. 
k 


, = 
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10 happineſs, that brought thy 
Neighbor to his miſery. 

| 5. Another danger in delaying 

Four Repentance is | ee: ſo long 
is we remain without Repentance, 
[God looks upon us as his enemies, 
land whatever we do is not RCcept- 
Yable in bis fight : we are ina ftate 
of nature and children of wrath, 


aud all our prayers and confeſfions, 

&, are not accepted. The ſacrifice 
Wot the wicked is 4» abomination ts 
Nthe Lord, Prov.15.$. We know God 
htareth not ſinners, but if any men be 
(Wor ſhipper of God, and doth bis Will, 
hw he heareth, Jobn 9. 31, Till 
{vc have repented, God looks upon 
us as his enemies, for 
Barre is rather a State Yi Gror de jus 
then an 4@iov.and we 0 Benn 638 
Flare Gods enemies till we have 
tid aſide our affeion to our ſin, 
and be reconciled-to him. While 
vedelay our Repentance, we ſtand 
Ut ig our evmity to God z fora 
| delay 
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aelay 18 no lef 
then 2 dex;al, He c 
that putsGod off, | ;* 
does aS much as declare that he re: 
fuſes to be tecenciled, and ſo does 
continue contamaciouſly an enemy 
to God, And God is alſo an ene- 
my to him. And verily, did we in 
know what it meant to be unde 
Gods disfavour and diſpleaſure, we 
would ſooner chooſe the greateſt 
miſerics aud torments in the world A 
before it: If God withdraw ourfſ *? 
breath, weare loſt for ever, and : 
'then we ſball undergand what'** 
Gods diſpleaſure means, and ſhallY, *. 
find that there is #0 ſorrow like thi © !: 
ſorrow, And whiles we continue 
in this ſtate, there is a verv little 
diſtance between us aud an eternal 
deſtruction. Methinks ir ſhould 
make an impenitent finger ftartle, "a 
did he but conſider how little 1 q 
remove he is from eternal wrath, 4 
aud that nothing keeps bim on Sa 
J 


Proeraflinetio negandi 
inſliramegtum eff. Card, 


ders 
ders 
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but a ſmall thread of life, which 
35 it may becaſily ſnapt_ aſunder, 
ſo when it is, he falls down to un- 
ſpeakable ſorrows. Every maut 
walks upon the burders, and with- 
inthe Neighborhood of death ; we 
read of. one that ſaid, that the 
7 ay Of hs pew ih Y _ 

The thickneſs of the © Dirg, Laert. 
Shipboard [ck Atharf. 

is not many inches) is the diftance 
that the Mariner #4 in from death. 
And I. am (ure; David ſaid, there 
ms but a fep between him and acath, 
1Sam. 20.3. And indeed every wan 
may ſay it truly. The next ftep may 
be into his grave : Bur then the im- 
penitent ſinner is in a worſe caſe 
for as every man is upon the bor- 
ders of death, {0 is he upon the bor- 
ders of death. and of Hell too. 

6. By every delay we harden our 
hearts againft God, and the oftner 
we do this, the more unlikely will voy 
de our Return and Repentagce. T# ji! 
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2, - #9 1s no le 
nflremewas fcard, Then 2 denial, Helſ 
_ that putsGod off, c 
does as much as declare that he re: þ 
fuſes to be tecenciled, and ſo ders 
continue contamaciouſly an enemy 
to God. And God is alſo an ene- 
my to him. And verily, did we 
know what it meant-to be under 
Gods disfavour and diſpleaſure, we 
would ſooner chooſe the greatef 
miſerics aud torments in the world A 
before it: If God withdraw our ** 
breath, weare loſt for ever. and c 
'then we ſhall underfand what '** 
Gods diſpleaſure means, and hal we 
find that there is #o ſorrow ljke thief © * 
ſorrow. And whiles we continue 
tn this ſtare, there is a verv little 
diſtance between us aud an eternal 
deſtruction. Methinks ir ſhould 
make an impenitenr finger ftartlef, 
did he but conſider how little 2 ag 
remove heis from eternal wrath,ſ, © 
and that nothing keeps bim m—_ ; 
JN 


ders 
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but a ſmall thread of life, which 
35 ic may becaſily ſnapr aſunder, 
{o when it is, he falls down roun- 
ſpeakable ſorrows. Every maut 
walks upon the burders, and with- 
| inthe Neighborhood of death z we 
read of one that ſaid; that the 
1) ily > 13s ye! , - P = 
The thickneſs of the Vide Dig, Laert. 
Þ Shipboard pers Angibarf. 
| 5 not many inches) i the diſtance 
that the Mariner #4 in from death. 
And I. am fure: David ſaid, there 
| ws but a ftep between him and death, 
t 
l 


1Sam. 20.3. And indeed every man 
may ſay it truly. The next ftep may 

into his grave : Bur then the im- 
penitent finner is in a worſe caſe; 
lor as every man is upon the bor- 
cers of death, (0 is he upon the bor- 
ders of death, and of Hell too. 

6. By every delay we harden our 
hearts againft God, and the oftner 
we do this, the more unlikely will 
h de our Return and Repentance. Ts 
ut F 2 aa)> 
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aay, if yow-will hear his voice, hardey 
n0t your hearts, Heb.. 3.7. - By delay- 
ing to hear Gods voice we become 
more incorrigible, and more re- 
probate,and averſe ſrom every good 
word and work , till at length we 
| get a Whores forehead, and refuſe ts 

e aſbamed,and faces (and hearts too) 
harder then the'reck that refuſes to ve- 
inrs, Jer.3-3. 5-3- And then in'vain 
are all the Sermons that we hear,and 
' the judgements that we. [ce and feel, 
We arc got ſhakew by the errors of 
the Law, nor draws by the-Promiſer 
of the Goſpel, nor allered by the 
voice of the wiſeſt Charmer. We 
£0 0n in our {ios, and chough God 
hedge in our way with thorns, yet 
1s nothing able to turn us back, 
Thus it was with the Jewiſh peo- 
ple, Withheld thy foot from being #1- 


ſhod, and thy throat frew thirſt : ; Bu 


thou (aidaft, there is no hope; Nog 1 
have lyved ftrangers, and after thew 
I will go, Jer2,25, AA dreadful cx: 

- ample 
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; | 2mple we have of this in Pharaok; 
| | God ſeat to him to difinits his peo- 
| ple; he works ſigns and wonders 
| to convince him,but he hardens his 
| heart, The River is turned inte 
| blood, he is plagued with frogs, 
| with lice and flies s a Murrain falls 
) | upon his, .cattel, and boyls-upon 
himſelf and ſervants : Thunder, 
Hail, Fire ang Locuſt, and a thick 
| darkneis will not make him yield, 
| till at laſt he dies miſerably. dy the 
{ Hand of the Almighty; and he thar 
; | would not obey Gods votre, maſt en- 
tf dure his 'haxd. He that delays ts 
ef day to hear Gods voice, does by God 
1Y a5 Pharaoh did,and the oftner he re- 
(N pears theſe delays, andreiterates his 
Erefifanrces tothe Call of God, the 
*£ £5 hopes is there of his return- 
— . .- 
- 7-.: By our delays we provoke 
God-to leave us;. and to reſolve 
to have no more to do with us, nor 
any longer to follow us with his 
F 3 mer s- 
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mercies. God may perhaps. the 
BEext repullſe ſwear in'his wrath 
that his ſpirit ſhall never ftrive 
ith thee more, and that thou thal; 

, MEVEr Enter into his reſt; Go! 1. 
lone can tell how long he will en- 
dure our repniſes , before he caft 
u5 off for ever. He'can only tell 
how near weare to come to that 
[ara] point from whence there is 
Ko retreating. *Tis well obſerved 
that Pharaob's heart was bardned, 
8frer the ejgbth repſtance ; whether 
God will bear ſo long with us we 
cannot tell; We have too much 
reaſon to fear, that the next reſiſt- 
ance we make, may bring this 
dreadful froke upon us. *Tis to 
be feared we are advancing pace 
to Phayach's hardneſs of hearc, unto 
which our ads of fin do ſer, ts for- 
ward by way of zatsral can{4lity, 
as well as by calling down the Di- 
vine Juſtice to complear the fad 
change, Do we not perceive our 


hearts 


9 EG ene ond Wo foo us Cw ©. Q) moe 


, 


left my ſoul my depart fram thee, Ter. 


which ſo unthankfully we have 
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hearts grow mere and more hard 
and inflexible; And that the teg- 
derneſs which once we _ 
had wears aWayapace. Res delicats fit 
Be nor too bold : The ©?" ſeries. 
Holy Spirit of God is tender and 
may eaſily be grieved, and cauſed 
to depart from thee : His gentle 
fires may be quenched by thy obſti- 
nacy.. Zeinfiruded, 0 Jeruſalem, 


6.8. Goddeals with us,as with the 
Cities, De#t.20. He offers us terms 
of peace, but if we refuſe co yield 
what can be expected, but nw& 
Zw1/®, an irreconcileable warre 
for ever. And then we thall be as | 
without God, ſo without Hope. im WI 
the world. And much better would: WALL 
it have been, that we had never | 
heard of the mwercies of the Goſpel, 


refuſed. If we put all theſe things WWAWI 
together,we ſhall find that the pur- WWAWIL 
ting. our Repentance off to our |ſf 

F q wgath; i 


*. 
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| death-beds is very full of hazard; 
Wl 4d peradvenreyes. 


© — __..———— 
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CHAP. IV. 


I hall now proceed to ſhewy the ve- 
zygreat unreaſonablenes of putting 
our Repentance off to our death. 

| beds: I ſhall make it appear to be 

« very unjuſt thing, and very un- 
reaſonable. And that I ſhall do 
in the following Severals. 

t, Ir is very unreaſonable to 
ſerve God in the laſt place, To 
ll fpend the greateſt and beſt part of 
| | our time and ftrength in the flavery 

| ef the Devil and World, and co pur 
mem God off with our dry bones. When 
WINE wehave a male in our flock, to of- 
want fer up unto God a corrups thing. 
wt Certainly, onr Landlords and .Ma- 
ſters w1]l not be ſerved thus. Tr is 
a moſt unjuſt thing to offer up unto 
God, nothing but the ruines and 
T1.” ſpoils | 


ry 


P. 
rd; 
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ſpoils of ſin, and the 
leavings of the De- Mou Juder te 
vil : To preſent Him a 
that, and that only, v id. folum 
which we know not 70M &ne 
mentileflinare 
where elſe to beſtow. quod iÞ 'nullans 
We are not willing 7m conferri 
to ſerve God, till we _—_— 9 
can follow a” ng NO ©. 4* 
longer, . We offer up unto God the 
wax,. and keep the honey to other 


uſes, Woe- do as Saul did, who 


though he deſtroyed thoſe things - 


which were wile and refuſe, ſacrifi- 
cing them to the Divine Wull,yet 
he ſpared Agag, and the beſt of .the 
Sheep.and Oxen, 2 Sam. 15. - And 
this is the greateſt piece. of unrea- 
ſonableneſs in the World. For if 
God be our Father and our Lord, 
our Maſter and 'our beſt Friend, to 
Him is due the. bcſt of what we 
ace or have, Our youth and 
ſtrength, the ſpring of our Ag-, 
and the prizic.pal of our ſtrengrh 
F 5 aud 
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and time is only! due to him. : 
2. It:is very unreaſonable to put 


off our preateſt buſineſs to that in- 


ſtant, when we have leaſt tie. and 
teaſt frength to doit in, Thus does 
ke.do that puts off his Repentance 
£0 his old Aon 2nd death-bed. This 
35 aS if two battels between the. op- 
pofite Armies, ſhould begin to b- 
$oughr at night, when they. would 
preſently be buried in darkneſs, and 
diftrated with coufufton, Our 
geath-bed is not a fit place for fv 
difficult and comprehenſive a. work, 
Repentance ſhould be figiſhed, and 


not begun, at ſuch a time, The 


Tews were ferbid to feek Manns 


upon their Sabbath-day, ley were. 


to gather enough upon the day be- 
fore, that they might reſt on that 
day of reſt, The everlaſting reſt 1s 
approaching on our death-bed; we 
Mould not then be re ſeek when 
we are entring into-our Reſt, This 
would be juſt as if a wan m_ 

- Have 


> 
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have all his days work to do when 
his time of ſleep and reſt is come: 
They were fooliſh Virgias, that 
when their Bridegroom called had 
their Oyl to ſeek, ang in this very 


miſerable time, that while the 


went to provide themſelves wit 


Oyl, the door was ſhut, Mat. 25. 


gpon our death-bed our Lord cal!s 
us hence to receive thefrur of our 
ways, and therefore that is not 2 


time to work... Beſides, our death. 


is ſometimes very ſvddexy, and then 
we have no tjwe; And ſometimes 
very violent, and then we have no 
firexgth. We are many times hur- 
ried away to our graves, and chere 
is no ſpace or diſtance between our 
health and death. When it is thus 
we have no time for any thing; and 
therefore none for our Repentance, 


But yet ſappoſe we lic a while up- i 


on our death-bed, yer then many 


times we ar2 dead as to all the gre: 


purpoſes of life, and the :nds of } 
Religions. | 
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Religion. Many times our Rea- 
WI ion is laid aſleep by a Lethargy or 
; Apoplexie, - or elſe maſtered by the || o1 
7 Yames of a Feavor, or inſolencics || fli 
of a Phrenſie - or at leaſt much ob. | ti 
| fcured by the ſteam of a-black cho. JH 
| ler- And when our Reaſon is de- | ca 
= parted, it js too late to repent, and | th 
i andeed impoſhhle, But if nothing || fo 
4 of-this ſhould happen, yet ſhall we || ve 
Why find ic task enough to conflit with Fin 
WH our diſcaſe at that time: We ſhall Ic 
Wi have cnough to do to ſupport pa- 
Wy tiently als our-preſent trouble. 3 If 


hg have read of a. Soul- FE {1 
{| Re ns dier under Charles | ih 
| the fifth, who beg- Fpu 
my ging from-the Emperour his Ma- I « 
wh fter, a diſcharge from the Office he Ive 
Wa held under him, and the Emperour or 
ll demanding of him the reaſon -that Fon 
Mi moved'him to lay aſide his Em- Flip. 
I | ploymene, gave the Emperour this Ie 
| Anlwer, That between the day of W}ls 
| death, and ihe Affairs of life, there 
| we oY U 
| ought 
| > 9 | 


\\'l| P 
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oweht to interceed ſome (pace of times 
A wiſe ſpeech it was, and ſuch at 
one as is thought to have had an in” 
fluence upon that Emperour, to re- 
tire from his weighty Afﬀairs, as 
Hiſtory tells us he did, Sure I am it 
carries with it a great truth, for 
there is very much to be. done be- 
fore we can die well, and it will be 
very unreaſonable to put all that 
into ſo narroW. a ro00m £5 our death- 
ded 18. 

3. It is very unreaſonable to put 
off our #9417 buſineſs, and buſte cus 
ſelves. about ſmall and rriflize 
things. 
puts his Repentance off till his 
dath-bcd. We account him a 
very weak man that goes toa Mart 


or Fair, to lay in neceſlary proviſi- . 


on-for himſelf and family, and-yec 
[pends his :1#7e there in hearing ſow- 
wets, and his money upon gaxds and 
play-things, It is to be feared moſt 
wen do thus; They live at thac 
rate, 


And thus he does that 
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the world to gaze, and to feed 
themſelyes fat, to rake together a 
litle wealth, to wear gay cloaths, 
or be cried up for brave mien, Por 
theſe are the /ittle things that we 
bufte our ſelyes about, and not to 
know God, and ſerve and love him, 
which yet is the great, and indeed 
only end for which Ged hath ſent 
us into this world. It is a ſad con- 
fideration to think how long we 
live, and co hew lictle purpoſe: 
Hiſtory tells us of Fulins Ceſar, 
that when he read over Alexan 
ders exploits, he wept, and told his 
om _— _ 
ek © Alexander 4 his ft 
OR had overcome Darivs, 


that yet he had dene nothing of «nj 


remark, Well may we all weep, 
when we think that we haye 61» 
ſo leng, and lived ſo little 5 that we 
have _ {0 m4) years,” and done 


ſo little work ; That at this Age we 


hayc 


rate, asif God had (ent them into 


The Young Pan's Outy, -22x. 
fave not maſtered onr paſhons, not. 
ſbdued our defires, not weaned 
our. ſelves from this vexatious 
World, . nor become either fit ro - 
live, or fit to die. That we ſhould 
ſpend ſo much time about our pro- 
fits and our plea{ares, and be as far 
from God, and from Heaven, and 
farther too, tizxen ever we were. 
We axe careful, aud trowhled about 
many things, when we ſorget the U- 
mm neceſſarines , the one weedful 
thing, that good part that ſhall never 
hb: takey away from us, Luke 1o. 
41:42. fo, 10 
- & Ic 1s very unresſonable te 
cruſt to our death-bed Repentance, 
and to ſay we will repent hercsſter, 
becauſe it will not bein qQur pawer 
to do it then, unleſs Gad follow us 
wich his ſpecial grace, and enable. 
us to doit, But whether he will 
do that or not wecannot tell, for 
beſides that we give him juft cauſe 
to abandog and forſake vs; .- 
; | al 
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hath - no where promiled that, 
though we negle&t him in. our 
health, he will certainly remember 
us on our - Death-beds, and then 
work a truc Tepentance in our 
hearts. 

5. It will appear very unreafon. 
able, if we confider how we doin 
our worldly affairs: If we ſhould 
tranſa& our-worldly affairs with 
no greater wiſdom then we do the 
concerns and affairs of our ſouls, 
we ſhould be taken for Fools and 
Madren, In our worldly buſineſs 
we walk by certain ſaving r»les,and 
wm ng principles of good hus 

andry : Wethink it wiſcom, #9 

{[ecure the main, to provide azainf 

Winter, mot to let our Market ſl, 

#07 to refuſe a good proffer and over- 

ture, 10 chooſe good ſeed and ago 


Land. We account hit a foo! 
that withſlaxds his Market, and zeg- 
lefts his Seed-time, and yet expeds 

| a full 


4 
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a full purſe, and a plemtifnl Hirveft. 
We think him a inad man that 
lows Fares, and yet confidently 
looks for a Crop of hear, We 
call him an ill husband that runs 
0a ſcore, and adds daily to-his debrs, 
but is neither carefal to get ther 
examined, nor get them croſſed. We 
laugh at a man thar begias not to 
learn a _ cjll my be old, that be- 
ins not his work till FER © 
ith, or that does 72 ide 
not go tO ſchool till rarins8encu.Sers 
e is blind for old © 3* 
we: We ſhould wonder to hear & 
rery old man tell, that he is going 
obuild himſelf a fair houſe, and: 
hat then he would travel into for- 
rin parts, and then go into the 
ars, and learn the modes-and fa- 
ions of the World, Should we 
ea man very dangeroully wound. 
d, his life. bleeding out apace. 
irough his veins, that ſhould tell 
he. would ſeek for. no help ti!l 
aſter. 
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after ſo many days or moaths, how 
would ſuch a thing aſtoniſh us. We 
ſhould admire at the man, that ha. 
ving drank a deadly poiſon una- 
wares, ſhould ſpeak of getting an 
Antidote the aext Spring in order 
to his recovery. Who would no 
deride' that man that ſhould tell 
him that he expected as good 
wheat from the ſeed of cockle, as 
he might expect that owed thefi. 
neft wheat z and that it wouldt 
8]l one whether we ſowed or not; ly 
or whether our ſeed were good or 
bad, ſo we did but truft the mercies 
of an Almighty G:d, who couldfſn 
ſend us a great Harvcſt without loflan 
much coſt and pains; we fhould£G 
think him a vain man that ſhouldſſh: 
tell us, that he did not doubt, butoy 
in 6xe day to do the werk of a wholtYnc 
life : Or that, when he hath'a very] 
long journey to take, ſhopld aihrm,ſle, 
that he had ſuch a truſt jn they! 
wercy of God, that. he gid not 
queſtio 


wy <<. IS 5 oz 5 3. oe 
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nneſtion but to perform his jour- 
rey, though he ſate Rill till the laſt 
a- moment 5 expecting no leſs from 
a- YGods Omniporence, then what the 
an News tel] us hepncd by a miracle to 
Jacob, when he EOS 
Ewentr - Vide vB ju. 

eto Hoey; © Weroeltogenas 
they te]l us, thar he went it in a 
tay, and that the earth between 
li-Y Jeerſheba and Haren did leap to- 
t 


wards him to meet him, and fo fa- 
$Eved him'the labour of footing it 0- 
orfiver. Snch fools-and mad men are 
wwe, weexped that Heaven ſhould 
1dF meer us, and fave us the labour of 
loffany long pilg:inage: We lcok 
1dEGod ſhould be fo ford of us, as to 
1dfb: always working miracles for 
WutFour ſakes; and that when we will 


oFnot be ſaved, that he ſhould fave vs. 


rf whether we will or not, We neg- 
mic our Seeds-time, and regard not 
be what our ſeed be 3 we will nor learn 


2 


ofthe way to Heayen, nor fight the. 
0 good. | 


| 
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g0od fighs, nor run the race till 
old age come upon us: Our foul: 
are wounded, and ,we neglect are-=d 
medy , we have 2.great journey tg 
go, 'and much work.to do, and yes 
we loiter or ſit ſtills as if. Heaven 
were nothing worth, and our ſouls 
of no- value, or as-if it were the 
moſt eafie thing to get to Heaven, 
though our Saviour ſay, the gattirf 
freight and the way narrow that leads 
to life, and that th:re be but few thu 
fd it, Mat 7.14. And certainly, 
we ſhall find it an. harder matrer to 
get to Heaven then we are. aware 


of, 
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CHAP. V.. 


I come nuw to take off thoſe 
Objections that. eicher might or 
have been brought againſt what! 
have hitherto ſaid. 


Ohj. 1, The firſt I (hall name;is 
ehat 


The Young Ban's Duty, 117 
hat which we reade at the begin- 
ng of the Comon- Prayer-Bouk, 
xefore the late alterations made, 
cited from Exzek. 18. And the 
words as they lic in that Book of 
Common-Prayer are theſe, 4; what 
lime ſoever 4 mm doth repent him of 
bis fin fr om the bottoms of his heart, I 
vill put all his wickedueſs ont of my 
remembrance, ſaith the Lord, From 
whence ſome are ready to inferre, 
that it will be all one whether we 
repent now or hereafter z nay far. 
ther, that we are not obliged to an 
rarly Repentance, but may delay it 
to the laſt moment, becauſe it is 
aid 48 what time ſoever, And this 
s too commonly objected by men 
of weak and corrupt minds, in de- 
fence of their delays. To which I 
e Janſwer, | 
rf Firſt,that though Zzet.i$.21,28,. 
[be cited for thele words in that 
Book of Common-Prayer, yet if 
5 | we look the words inthe Propher, 
at we 


113 The Boung Man's Duty, | 
we ſhall find ſome difference. Fot 
the wordsin Ezekiel run thus: ha 
the wicked jhall turn from «ll his fuf* 
that he hath committed, and keep life 
| avy SHaIwIES : and Wo that mhich is lax 
| f«l aa4d right (note that well )he. ſha] on 
ſorely live, aud net arc. So that'i n 
this place there 3s no promiſe « ry 
 Partonto a wicked man, unleſs ff”" 
| tura from all his fins, and keep ll hat 
Gods Statutes, and do that which « 
lawful 4nd right, And certainly, ' 
this impores a great deal more then * | 
a crying out for mercy. He muf 4 
if frrlake his way, and bis thowghts ton, pre: 
iſ Efſ2.55.7,He muſt refore the ?leder, * 
ll andgive cgiin what be hath robbed” 
and walk in the Statutes of life i 
without commuting iniquity, Eck, % 


1088 


33. 35» And therefore from thelg by 
places can a man have no encou ir 


alt | ragement for his death-bedRepent 
WW ance, for-they loudly call for a good” 
life and honeft acdions. - 


Cai ce. 
Secondly, I pafwer, though Gol, 


The Young Pan's Dut». 1:9 
Miave promited Pardon whenſaever 
ye repent, yet he hath no where 
f mide a promiſe that 
"Sc will follow that 
gan with his grace, 
"Snbich ſball enable 
him to repent to his death-bed, 
tho refaſes and reſifts this offer of 
, frace in the time of his health, 
Laſtly, we muſt repent a? the bot- 
(18 of our heart before wecan have 
IFihis Pardon 4, Now we know our 
n hearts 4re deceitful, and we have 
treat reaſon to (n{pe&t onr death- 
"Þ:d Repentance to be feigned and 
Aiypocritical, It was a Speech of 
op very worthy man, that, be that 
vill diſſemble with God 
hn his life-time, will Mr. Greenb ans. 
Kiſewble with hiw in his death. 
| obj. », But ſorme will ſay, God 
F#0es as well accept, and as amply 
ard the old mans late Repenr- 
Ence, as the early Repentance and 
Þclormation of the young : He 
gave 


Lus promifit pwni- 
gent! Vens aim, RON 
promifit peccanti 
paniten tan, 
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120 The Boung Pan's Duty, UC 
ave as great a reward tO thoſgſiug 
that went into his Vineyard at theſſſm:. 
eleventh houre, as he did to thoſgſtile 
that went in more early, and tharfold 
did cndure the heat and burden offfie 
the day: As may appear fromfſMe 
that Parable which we read, Maiead 
209. And therefore there is no ſuch 
need of an carly Reformation, nonfſkies 
yet any ſuch danger in a late onſind 
death*bed Repentance. To whichſſt1:, 
T fhall anſwer, epi! 
1.It is by no means evideat, thatEner 
11S Parable was ever meant in anyſton; 
ſuch ſenſe as is ſuppoſed in thifo:n 
Obje&ion : For our Saviour hathſſtoty 
no where told us, that by the elFv. 1 
wveuth howre is meant old Age, NomJvent 
have we, that I'know of, the lcalWicir 
ſhadow of reaſon to underſtand idfte J 
in ſuch a ſenſe : But the defgn 044; 
that Parable ſeems rather to beÞdly | 
this, v/z, to reach the Jews, widFver:; 
were Gods frf people, that rhoughard 
God choſe them rf at the begines, 
ing 


The Boung Pan's Duty, fe 
Fig of che world,yet would he now 

mk: his Name knowa to the Gen- 
elfiles, according. as was foretold c £ 
Wold , and this he would now do in 


She days of che 


. . 'The time of Chrift, and 
| Meſfras, in the ' 'of the Goſpel, in which 
| end . of the the Gentiles we yer 
the' . called, may well bg cal- 
fork, bs | x le here *ErStyg79 222, 
VEMID PONYE © when it itelſewhere cal- - 


amd thatthongh led "Egan dex, r7eho 
the Jews would . 2,18, And is very often 
4b I 10 called; rhe end of the 
epine. at this | World, the laſt days or 


nercy , of God eos ut r, 
Atowards rhe 20, Heb,9. 26. Eſa. apy 
Niles, yet | | 
Jurwithſtanding their murmariag, 
(v. 11.) God . would call in the 
Fcentiles, and accept of and reward 
Wicir ſervices as largely as he would 
Wie Jews. As God rewarded. 4+ 
$4144», Moſes and David, an4 al 
Joly men among the Jews in theig 
Feveral times, fo would he alſo re- 
Nrd all good men, though Gen- 
Wes, in theſe laſt times of the Go- 


| ſn ſpell 


- 


( 
pr 
dy 
' theſe words, who ex £' 
pounds - thi houtholders going oug ® 
Fart in the morning, to'be mean ®" 

of Gods calling. hisFervants' inthe jet 
ining of the world to Neab, The pl 
TB of the third houre, tobefſ*2 
| thoſe 'in Abrahaw's time; of a: (he 
ll. fixth, about the times of -a@ſc;Þ} '"' 
| _ inch, the. _ of the Fre- p 

f5 ;*the p/eventh Houregthe times © 
So Chrif. And verily, if we ditly Hhjy 
weigh this incerpretation, (wich (1 
is neither new, nor yet fingular)and*** 
very well pouger on-che Antec! q 
fert an owing words, wand dl plc 
the Tart64gÞ” the>Pabdblo ir fer, þ''9 
with bthetSveryhha ny « paſſages: of / 
the Scriptures '(which I muſt 0: , | 
now ſtzpd'u up9) ahd lay them well mad 
roget her, Wetballfind to cofider- on 
; aþ e-Ob) jeftjon#$2inſt I(47; mov ey 
"Seboxidly , ſuppoſe that:ro/ be the cale 
arg C 

caving: of Lad Place which 45Þ*% 
pretended] 
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+ ſpelt: And (9an An: 
They 4s cient AW rice EXP Outids 


toc, _— 
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pretended in this ObjzsEtion, | that 
by the eleventh honre: is meant oid 
ae, ' and by the other. _bowres. is 
neant not the, Age of the World, 
but the ſeveral 4ges of Mans life, 
vet it is yery evident that this 


EY place is of no force inthis buſineſs. 


For ic is evident, that thoſe men in 


I the Parable,.: that: !went- into the 


Vineyard at the eleventh honre, 
were not the ſame that were called 
or hired early.in the morning, a1 the 
third, ſixth, or ninth houre': : For 
(1) Thoſe chat went in at the' e/e- 
vnth houre were not called before, 
5 they themſelves tell the Howſe- 
bolder, when he ated thew why 
they food idle ; They ſay unto hins, bc- 
cuuſc x8 man hath hired ns, v.7. That 
is, thiswas the firſt offer that was 
made to them, nor do we read that 
ever they. refuſed. to enter in when 
they were invited :- But, now the 
cale with ys 15 quite. different, we 


are called upomfrom.day tg day, in 
h a 


2 our 


OTIS OW II OOO OO OCR ere Go rn oy 
_ -_ - ——— - - - —— neu ae — m_—_— et —_—— _ _ — = _ 
- "Yo —a——_F - » =_ -_ -e—_ D waa.” ”- p_ 
. - - Pg tre Err bn 9 _ a— —— —————— V— i 
Py « Vs. q = oe ” —— _ _ _— - - __— - — _—__ _” 


os - ——_—_— — WC ——_ _—_——_—_—_—_ 
wow ye = —_— FT 44 -<— wy my >= 74 yur PAINS. 2-7 hw = ——_ —_— CANES WP gy o_—_— m_— _ ———_— — png - <_—— p . 
. © ey" - Peg —_ —— _ _ - ry PP us MY OG ng FS wb 0 
- - p yo Oo a" Ire CE nens, 207 < 2 - _ = ven > NEIS _ © c—_ " 
Cn + - wn OR es Pe 7 oe” EIA on ny ago » « COT Og. 1 +; OLE —_— __ A ro WEI 4 WO 4246 5» 
% 
a 


2134 TheBoung Ban'sDuty. 
our youth, in the early and firſt 
hogres of our day, and we negled || * 
and refuſe, and delay our Repent. || < 
ance to our old age, and therefore 
cannot ſay with choſe in che Pa- 
rable, No man hath biredus. But"! 
again (2) It is evident they were þ| * 
not the ſame men that went into | 
the Vineyard at the eleveath boure, | 
with thoſe that were invited more 
early, becauſe the Text tells us all 
along, and more particularly, »,6, 
That the houfholder at the ele- 
venth hoare, Eirw dns, found others | i 
flanding idle, from whence it is $0! 
evidext they were not the ſame 
that were hired before : And there. | 4c 
fore for us, who are called at the I "fl 
third, ſixth and ninth bonre of the 
day, -to put off our work ta the e- Th 
leventb, is very unwarrantable, For © 
it hath no warrantie from this 
place, noris there one example in 
the Book of God to this purpoſ: 
that may encourage us, 


00]: 


E 
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obj. 3. But ſome will object the 
example of the Thief upon the 
Croſs, who theugh he were all his 
life-time” a very great ſinner, yec 
did he find mercy from Chriſt at 
the laſt, even a little before his 
death : And therefore why may 
he not alſo- have mercy upen. 0- 
thers, who aever committed thoſe 
fas that that Thief might be 
thought guilty of. | 

But I ſhall make it appear, that 
#c can have no encouragement 
from this example of the Thicf ro 
delay our Repentance,. and yet te 
look for a Pardon ar laſt, when we 
lie a dying. Our caſe is far diffe- 
rent from his. For 

Firſt, it does not appear,that this 
Thief ever heard of Chrift before, 
we never read that ever he delay- 
ed his repentance to this time, nor 
bave we the leaft appearance of 
reaſon to ground any ſuch opinion 
upon, And therefore his caſe is 
G 3 nog 
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| not the ſame with ours, and {o it 
makes nething for our-purpoſe or 
excuſe, For we have not oaly 
heard of Chriſt, but profefſed our 
ſelves his ſollowers before welie a 
dying, and yet we delayed a tive: 
IF repentance: Now what ground 
ef hope can any man have from this 
gy rp the Thief, wheh he de- 
lays his repentance to the laſt, when 
it does not appear that ever the 
Thief, after he heard of Chrift,gdid 
Secondly; we have no reafon to 
believe thac our 'death-bed 'Re- 
pentance will be ſo fincere cas this 
Thiefs -was:: Nay, we: have to0 
Sreat reaſon to think it will not be 
fo , 'f6r befides., thar this Thief ac- 
Enowledged Chriſt in his loweſt 
condition, even then when our Sa- 
viour hung epon the Croſs (which 
cannot'be our caſe) and then ex- 
prefſed an effecual faith in him: 
Beſides all this he manifeſted as 


ecruc 


( 
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true aRepenrance and Faith,as that 
ſhort ſpace of time, would give him 
leave.; He acknowledged. Chriſts 
innocence, hisown | «4 and his 
cruſt ia:Chriſt for.a tgrure bleſled- 
neſs ; further indeed he went not, 
ot could he after his firſt hearing 
of Ghrif,..unleſs bis life: bad been 
prolonged,: . Bur. our caſe is farre 

different, for we after our knows- 

ledge of Chrift deſpiſe and reject 

him. And therefore our Repent- 
ance 48 not like that Repentatice 'of- 
the Thief, valeſs ic be in this, thar 


* 


it iS{&r8-as well as bis. : 
Thirdly, this is but; one, anda 
very rare inftance, the whole Book 
of God will got: yield us ſuch ag- 
other example. This was a fingu- 
lar inſtance of mercy which, Chrift 
neyer intended ſhould - 
be drawn into an ex- 
ample, or made into. 
a Law ,'It was per- 
ſonal priviiedge and 
G4 grace, 


Privilegium per- 
jonals ad: alins 


fljn Toft, 1,1. Tir, 
2 $6; 2078 


ex'enditux, Jn- 
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grace, Which is therefore to be ex. 
tended no farther then the perſon, 
To conclude an unjverſal and ye. 
neral law from one fingular infance 
is very unreafonable: For any 
man to af, becauſe this Thief was 
faved ar the laſt breath, therefore 
he ſhall alſe, is extreamly weak and 
'* inconſequent. For 
urjs re-eptum eft,non BEfdes our caſe is 
eft F come arte? a ſo far different 
Fir. digeſt. ds xce. from that of this 
Joris, * Thief, we may a8 
well, nay, more reaſonably cenclude 
our certain miſery from the ex- 
ample of the bad, as our happine's 
from the example of the good Thief. 
| No man profeſſiing Chriſtianity 
' will have any ground to -expet to 
\ Fear as this Thief did. (3) Till: 
Chriſt come into'the world again, 
and (2). Suffer again alſo, and 
that (3.) Between two Thijeves, 
and (4) He be alive at that time, 
and (5) Place where he ſuffers, and 
(6)Be 


© mod eontra rationem 


( 
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(6) Be one of the Thievesz and 
(7) The. good one too: - which 
_ I am ſare will never come to 
als. 
; 0bj.q. Some will ſay, God is Al- 
mighty, and can do what he plea- 
{6s ; His Hands are not tied, he can 
fave an old ſinner as well as an old 
Saint : Nothing is impoſible to 
him, To which I anſwec 

Firſt, the queltion is not what: 
God cax do, but what he will, and 
what we have reaſon to ex-- 
pect he ſhon/d. God can turn our 
foxes into bread for us, and ſave us 
lire, though we caft our ſelves. 
down from the higheſt rock or pi. 
nacle. . . But yet we have no reaſon. 
to expect theſe things when we are 
Joat-of Gods way... As little reaſon 
have we to-20 Qn in our: fins, aud 
ſay, that God can ſave us notwith-. 
landing, for the queſtion being uot 
What Gnd can, but what he will 
6; the Scriptures mult reſolve us. 
= w_ G 5 10. 
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think he will. But 


Secondly, we have great reaſon 
tothink.he will not: what reaſon 


have we to think 'that God is ſo 
fond of us, that he will work m1, 
rasles for us, when we deſpiſe the 
weitns | will. he cauſe the Ssx to 
fand fill for ws, becauſe we have 
idled amay our day! Or do we 
think God is:ſo ia loye with us. as 
to ſave ns, . whether we will be (a. 
ved-or not |! Hath not God tvld us, 


that.if we live after the fleſh we ſhall 


dic, Rom; 8.13, - And do not. the 
ſame: Scriptures | that tel] us that 
 Godis Almighty, tellins alſo that ke 
cannot lic, Or-deny himſelf. | 

Obj. 5. But ſome way (ay, 15 not 


God merciful as. well as: ſtroug * 


Are not his compafhons as great as 
his power ! what pleaſure then cat 
he rake in our death! Or' why 
ſhauld we limit or a his 

C[- 


a 


In thats and ſureI am, from the 
Scriptwre we have no-reaſon to, 
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Mercies, To, which, I Anſwer 
Firſt, that God is certainly -ve- 
ry merciful, and delights .not in 
our blood, We have ſufficient ex- 
perience of his mercy-every day. It 
is hjs mercy that hath ſtill Kept us 
within the hopes of Heaven, and un- 
derthe weays of grace, and on this 
ide an cternal death : It 1s his mer- 
cy that he ;will. accept of our -re- 
pentance, and reward'our fincere 
obedience; Had he .defired our 
death he might have cut us off in 
the midſt ef our fins, and of our 
days, and given usa {ad portion of 
allithings among thoſe, that are, c-- 
tergally - PWiſcrable.. This mercy 
the very damned in Hell haye had, 
in the time of their life,a great cx- 
2rience of, and yer now are cter- 
vally loſk,,, becaitle. chis abundance 
of Gods  g9pojels fd. nor. lead 
themap Repentance, . which. 'is a 
moſt evident Argument; ' that the 
deſtruction of thoſe that gi abu F 
anc 
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and contemn the mercies of God, 
15 no objeion againſt Gods mer- 
Cie. - The ſinner uſes Gods merciz 
to evil purpoſes, and does by it as 


with a Planck, upon which he ven-. 
tures ſo great.a weight, as doth fink 
* © bamſelf and 7 at 

*Or wi; u olnegils once. There aro: 
OP them that would 
emmyton % dv ©" 01 have no- God at 
0 pa Py all , that. they 
Tight. eſcape un- 

Punifſhed'; Others would have a. 

| God, burit is co cighit cheir cauſe; 
The S:iazer would have a God that 
ſhould be all avercy,that'wight wisk 
at his follies,, 'the Sufferer. would 
haye a God 'of Fufice, who might 
avenge Nis injuries: And every one 
would have what he thinks for his 
own turn: 1 know no gther rea- 
Jon why men ſhould make ſuch an 
© 5jection as this fromthe goodneſs 
of God, which chey would lay _ 
QZL. 


- 


a ſhipwrack'd man does {omtimes. 


[The Boung Pan's Duty. 133: 
of to excuſe- them from an carly 
Repentance,, whereas indeed the 
ocodneſs of God leads them to its 
yut 
Secondly,. God: is juſt and holy 
5 well as merciful !. As the wer- 
5 of God forbears 2 while, fo his 
Fflice will punyſh us at. laſt, Is 
will be very juſ{, that thoſe ſhould 
be condemned who will aot be (aved, 
That thoſe ſhould þe: deſtroyed 
who will not accept. of Pardon.. Do 
we render fathers, . 5 
diſinherit rebellious i 
= _— . chil- kd.n - plus velle 
en,.. and beſtaw, 215 deventquam 
their- ſubftance' 09 renees, 6 pergimue 
_ chat: uſe 'i6. rue; .5u5 ny 
well ! Certain Mctet. a) 4 "My 
God will do = L.1.66. WY 
ies by us if we g9. 00.10 rebel ar 
aint him, The Very ſame Scri- 
ptures which cell-us of his mercies. 
tel] us alſo of his Juſtice, and 1447 he 
Pill by 8 rang clear the guilty. | 
I know 
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F know not what farther. Objc- 
ction can be brought againſt what 
I have ſaid, but til} I am ready to 
beleve,that what hath bin ſaid will 
not be effe&ual to perſwade -the 
Reader to an early Piety, and a ſes. 
ſonable repentance, Few men will 
be perſwaded that their dy1mg hony, 
and their day of Accounts are near 


W.-- at hand. It were well,if men could 


remember that death and judgment 
are then many times the neareſt to 
us when we think them farther off, 
That ſervant that ſaith, ' bis Lord 


delays bis coming, fhall find that bs 


Lord ſhall comve in & day when be. look- 
eth wot for bim, ' andiin ax 'hovre that 
he is wat aware of, Mati24+50. Luk, 
13:35- 17-26. We are ſccarc ve- 
ry often when we are not fefe. The 
o}d world little thought of a food, 
when they gave themſelves. to. cat- 
ing, anddrinking, and:igiving 11 
marriage ;- 'but the waters 1oon 


came down upon this #nged/y we 


f 


T 
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The Sodowmites little thought of 2 
fre, and it rained. fire and brimſlexe 
from heaven upon them : (o ſhall 
it be when the Son of man comes : 
We ſhall deceive our fſclves till 
death undeceive us, and delude our 
ſelves with falſe hopes of a 'ong 
life, till our Sand 1S-a]l out, an 
time at an end... Certainly, many 


now 1n Hell little thought. of dying 


lo ſoon, much leſs of being there tor- 
wented aſter ſo ſhort a life. The 
rich mag in the. Goſpel little 
thought his. ſoul ſhould be rakea 
from him that night, when he ſaid to 


his ſoul, box haſt goods laid #p for. 


many Jears, Luk. 12.19, Belſhazzar 
litcle thought ſurely of the expira- 


tion of his Life and Kingdom, fe 


ſudlenly, when he drank wine fo 
ſecurely, in the veſſels of the 
Temple, . Dan, 3. That which we 
eaſt think of does often ſurprize 
and overtake us of a ſudden: Ir is 


grown incecs for.a Proverb, when 
| we 


Ss fv . 
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we would expreſs how little we lice 
think a thing, We ſay, We as linls Be 
thought of ſuch a thing, as we thought im 
of onr dying day. Ic teems we think 14 
but little of it, bur yer it comes hor 
quickly upon us whether we think 

of To OT 9... h | 


CHAP. VE. 

Let me then exhort. you in the: ſal 
words of the Prophet, Seek the Lord” hin 
while he may be 


Vide Paraph. Kimchi & | 
R. Salom, in ſoc. is #14, call Je 
Sed ſapiendum. #po0yv hiv while 


eſt & qu _ OI ht is near: * let- 
enim nobis. alrera vita. en | 
concediter ;. vt cen 18 the wicked ft Or - 


hac fapientiam quzra- ſake btis way, 


mus, inil/a ſapere potſj- 
mus, dc ERERR. rhe unrighte- C 


crj Becelle eſt, cito rave. o#5 147) bis Bad of 


mri debe ur cito ſuſcipi. "uy 
polfit, neq1id pereatcx. thoughts 9 4nd his 


vita cujus figis Jacerivs let him retwrn 

eſt. Lofan.Inff1.3.c-16c unto the Lord, 

axd he will have wercy #pon him, and (hill | 

19 6ur God for he will abundantly par- fave 

411, Wa55+6,7: That is, —_— } off 
eck. 


Sa = -* © 
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ſeek him preſently, before the Je- 
cree be paſtor our life wafled or ron- 
med,as theJews will exponnd that 
Tilace. We muſt be wiſe betimes,and 
ior project to be wiſe only at the 
aſt caſt, though we live in folly in 
e mean time: We muſt both ſeek” 
his 'ſpiritual wiſdom, and uſe it al- 
Win this life. Bur with what words 
hall I perſwade this 2 One would 
hink, chat what hath bin ſaid be. 
ve, ſhould be ſufficient, if it were 
hely confidered, and without than 
thing will be ſuffcieat, Yer F- 
Wall add ſom conſiderations, which 
{we duly attend nnto, may not be 
nfie for the purpoſe in hand. 
Confider then in the firſt place, 
Fd do it ſeriouſly,thart your ftay in 
his life c4mz08 be loxg, but may be- 
ery ſhort, and that al this uncer- 
wn life is ended, rhe day-of grace 
ill be paſt with you, and you will 
ave noae of thoſe termes of” mer= 


! offered which. aow you refuſe. 
The 
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The day is far ſpear with many of hh; 
us,. and the, .night..is. at handin nl 
which no man fhall wotk.. Our ff! 
time ſlides away apace, and with 
the very ſame pace do death and 
the grave, and the dreadful day of 
reckoniags make their approaches hen 
coms,: Twill be bus. a littletimeſſheh 
before our eyes thall.be cloſed, \andſity 
it ſhall be noiſed inthe Neighbor-She 
hood that we are deadz,. When meflen 
have breathed 2 little longer, weſſon 
ſhall-breach or lat; After. a ljtcleils 
longer ftay, . a6d,/trathck;apd jour-Yiat 
neys; after @ few nights and days,» 
os, at. moſt, a few. Winters aadW,r 
Summers, we fhall be call'd off this} 
ſtage by death, asd;;brqug he toffrady 
Juggement; - and, then : our, ; ſtreets 
and-houſes in a ſhort time ſhall de-Wut Ct 
ny that they know us 4. Then ſhallYang 
all our thoughts perith 5 and thenFho j 
if we have not reperted in 7;me, weſfread 
ſhall ro no purpole repent eternally. Co 
We ſhall be out of the reach ol 
chat 
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hat mercy that now would gladly 
mbrace us.” We may'then in yain | 
K:!! rorhe mountains :and; hills -10- 

over Us: © we ſhould therefore" 
Wink upon how flender and weak 
Sthread our eternal ſtate does de- 
d. We readiof Ab{ulew;<that 

t hung by che head upon. en Oak 
Mtween Heaven and "earth," and” 


Hlicteas one would have bought 
Se night have cut off his hair, and. 
i made his eſcape; one of the Tews- 
Yills us #4tradicion of the Rabbiws, " F 
at be drew bis ſword © © 

cnt off” bis hair, but R. Salomon at 
ut be ſaw nder- * Ned s. 
uth. bim "Hell open, which was 
ady to receive -him. | How true | 
his Traditiog is I' examine not, - 
Fit fure I am it well repreſents the 
\Finger of the impenitenet man, 
10 is at all times within an hairs - 
ereadth of everlaſting burnings. 

4 Conſtder ſecondly, how gladly: 
1 | the- 
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the damned- in Hell would be of 
thoſe offers of grace which we neg- ſhut 
| le& and deſpiſe; | Might they beffs: 

taken out of their beds of fire, and Wi 
placed again in the cooler regions of ho 1 
this world, and have ſuch goodfhou 
terms of mercy peomiſed then asTh: 
we enjoy, how gladly mn 
embrace them ? would they, choo 


| Father tolie in their flawes,. then toKin 


forſake there fs. £ Did we well un-fſy 
derſtand what it is-to lie 4ws. in o-fan 
verlefling birnings, certainly. weir 
"oy not fo ſecurely g0.08. ia ourfjng, 
AS. Live | | 
Conſider thirdly, what Anſwerer 
can you make to God at: the day ot Yura 
Judgment ; if you continue in your 
impenitence; and negle& your own fhath 
ſalvationz W hat will you ſay when 


God ſhall dewand of you why you 
idled away your. day , will you ſay, 
as thoſe in the Parable, becauſe wh} 
warn hath hired us, Mate 20.7. Thit 


we cannot, for God hath ſent his. 
Meſ- 
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'DMcfſengers that have told us. both 
bur work and wages, and: beſeeched 
1salſo to labour in Gods Vineyard, 

ill you ſay you had other things 
o minde firſt, your Merchandize, 
our Farms and Yokes of Orca ? 
hat you cannot, for God had pro- 
ſed to provade us with all theſe 
things if we would firſt ſeek the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Will you 
Fay you were not able? That you 
Frnnort plead, for God offers his 
ſpirit to enable you for your: ask- 
ing, Luke x1. 13. Will you ſay 
you did not think your time kad 
been ſo ſhort? But you hadno aſ- 
Fiurance it hould have bin ſo low : 
{har ſhall we ſay then? God 
Math called us, but we would 
not hear him: He hath faves 
us, but we were not humbled 
He ſhewed us mercy , but thar 
would not /ofrews us: He threas- 
"4, but we were not 4fraid: 
| 90 B50 11 
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He i#trcare# us, but we were. nol, 
perſwaded:.. He (ent his. Embdif 
aors, but they could not wi us : 
told us the dexger, but we would 
ventures; He propounded a greadfl,,: 
reward, but we neglected it; He mg 
ved us by his Spirit, but we grieve; 
his Spirit, d:/pifed his thre atwings, | 
belizved not his Word: whom fhallf 
we blame now * Net our Make 
certainly ; For he gave his Sontoff,... 
die. i Not our Saviour ; for he did;;.: 
noticaft us off, Not our Teachers, 
for they called apon us daily.” Not 
our own weakneſs's 'for Gn1 was 
very.ready to help us: Nor ye 
our want of-time, for God:was reaf+ c 
dy.to provide for.us,: and we had,.. 
time enongh toſpare in- ſports and}, 
paſtimies; in pleaſure and in fin, it oe 
doing nothing, and that which waY},,1, 
nothing to the purpoſe. It wilh... 
appear, Our deftrucion was from 1, 
our ſelyes,and that aur mouths will by: 
bs ſtopped when Gog Falls vs $orriycg, 
g 
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Tit chat great day of reckonings. 
; Conftder. fourthly, how. many 
d toud Calls you'have to repens 
nd return quickly: This is the 
Froice of your heavenly. Father, 
Yſors ye, inrx ye from your 'evil ways, 
Fzek 485 And this: was the'do- 
Mirine of :Jeſus Chrift - the: Son of 


$God, Mark 1.15. And of the firſt 
reachers of the Golpel, who call 
Fipon men- every where to ,repent. 
This is the conſtant: {anguage of 
he Spirit in the Soriprexes,: and ma-. 


Wy times and very frequently in 
Tur awckentd conſciences, that we 

ould repent quickly, every:mercy 
F!f God calls apon.us' wm Repeurs 
Face; for che Apoſtle tells:vs; that 
Yr crodniſc.of God:leads to Reprit: 
Juce, 'Rom."2.4. 4 Pet: 309, Our 
Fealth and ftreugrh; our plenty and 
Pur wealth calluponius!.to retry; 
Padr9pegs [And fo.do\atl the trous 

62nd affliftions whith'iwe. uneet 
Fiicdal;! rhey:odl} upon ys my "4 


alſo; 
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alſo z che blaſting of our.corn, the 
caſting'of. our Calves, our unſea 
ſonable Seeds-time, and our bac 


Harveſt, the decay of our trade}, 
and the loſs of our Goods or goa x 


name, every ſorrow and every fick 
neſs call upon us to repent quickly 


and, .to:ſcek the Lord while he may bi , 
found: _ So the haly Scripture tell, 
us, As many 45 I love T rebuke and. 


chaften, be zealows thirefore andre 
pert, Rev.3.19. May, thejudge 
ments thac befal ether wen allo,the) 
call upcn us to repent, The Galle 
8x; blood that Pilate (hed, and the 
death ef thoſe by the Tower of S; 


leew, theſe things preach to ug, 


that we muſt repent or periſh, Luks 
13-3, 5- The waters of the fo 


the fire of Sedows, the deftruQRion 0h,” 
Pharaoh, the flames of the Cry ang 
Temple, and all the other calamitirY; 


of rhe poor 1ſraclites. call upon us tc 


| repext, The overthrow 'and ruin 
of Families, of Citigs aud Provis 


| 
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macs, whether by Plague or Fare, 
eaF5word or Famine, call upon us to 
Dac repent, In a word, every ſad cala- 
deF nity of our Neighbor, every efto- 
OO iſhing I'rovidence that befalls 
tim. preaches Repegtance to us a- 
ty loud, and calls upoa us co repent 
MF )fore the ſame, or greater plagues 
USY:!-1 thete do overtake ns. 
"es And that may be the meaning of 
what we read in the Pſalmiſt, Thos 
turneſt mtu to deftrutFion 5 That 1s, 
tnou inflicteſt great 
\ Fcalamicies upon 
"Ynen, and /ayef, Re- 
tirw ye children of 
ney, that is, thoa 
Wervelt men warn- þgous is this 
J'ng by theſe judge plice. : 
ments £9 Repes? and Retary from 
. Fide evil of their ways. The many 
jidgements of God in the world 
Fire ſo many loud warnings to the 
knner to refurn aw repent. 
Confider in-the next place, that 
: H | God 


193) may, it is 
thavght, be as 
well tranſhited 
Repent & Retura, 
which later makes 
the ſevſe more am- 
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pents ſhall be welcom unto God: 
That God, whom we ſerye, does 
not delight in our death , bur ji 
greatly pleaſed that we ſhould re. 
Fleus tu peccator curn and live, There 
bong animoſis vi- ſhall be Joy in Ht 
dos on ew Yew over one ſenntr 
C: paienc. that repents, Luk.15, 

So our bleſſed Savi- 
our hath told us more then once in 
chat moſt comfortable Chaprer, 


where we ſhall find this truth vari 
ouſly exemplified to us. When theſſ ,* 


Prodigal ſon was coming home, 


When he was 4 great way off bis f« | 


ther ſaw him, and had compaſſion, an 
ran aud fell on his neck and hits 
him: And he makes merry for his 
{on when he comes home, as we 
may read in that Chapter ; Come 


then, poor ſinner, come "= 


God is ready to receive thee, and 
to embrace thee upon thy Repent: 
ance, how many or great ſoeyer 
thy fins have been: e that re 
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God calls thee, and he will bid thee 
welcom: Ceme thou great ſinner, 
that haft heaped one fi1a upon ano- 
"F cher, thou old finger that haſt li- 
ved many years in {in : Come thou, 
burdened and weary finner, Chriſt 
will give thee reſt: He will in xo 
wiſe caft thee out; Mat.11-23, John 
6,37- Thou wilt make joy in Hea- 
ven, - a great joy among the An- 
gels of God, nay, God himſelf 
waits forit, and will be greatly 
pleaſed at thy. Retur#, Thy fins, 
how great or many ſoever, ſhall be 
blotted out, thy Name fhall be en- 
rolled in the Book of life, among 
the Frieads of God and Citizens of 
Heaven, and thou ſhalt at length 
'J fit down with; Abraham and 1/azc, 
and all the holy men. and Angels 
| of God to eternal Ages, Come a- 
| ay then, O ſinner, ftay no longer 
among the Swine, feed no longer 
on the husks, the Garlick and O- 
nyons,. legye offthy fins,and fooliſh 
H p- Plea- 
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pleaſures, and tarn unte thy GoJ; 


He is ready to meet thee, and thy 


Saviour to embrace thee : God 
hathfent his Miniſters to tell you, 
that the Supper is ready, and he 
hath ſent as out to call 'in the poor 
4nd minted. the bait and blisd, that 
is, he hath given-us commiſffion to 


call in; the vileſt and wnworthiet | 


ſinners, and to afſure them that 
they ſhall be welcorm, Luke 14. 16, 
Aud therefore in the Name of Ged 


[l/ _ Tall you, arid I'do ic again and 4- 


gait, Turn ant0 the Lord, O fin- 
ner, aad thou ſhalr live aud not 
die z God 'never ſent away are- 
penting finger without mercy: Draw 
rich unto God, and be will dr aw wich 
»pto J0u, Jam. 4.8: Thedevil will 
be apt -to -perſwade 'thee that God 
will net acccpt thee; that che wil! 
not pardon, -and'that: he hath no 
mercy for'ſuch an oneas thoy art; 
. when he cannot ruine thee' by Se- 
cvrity, he will endeavour to do.it by 

| v7 deſpair : 
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d:ſpaiy ; But believe him not,. for 
Cog will-receive _ unto mercy, 
if thou do unfainedly tura to. hin 
Hear.rather what. God ſays. him+ 
ſelf: - As 1 live, ſaith the FAT God, 

-1 have a0 pee ;w the death of the 
wicked, but that 1h8 wicked tnrs from 
.bis way and live: lurm Je,. turys Je 


from your evi 49651. fax why will go 


fo of Irach,, Ezgk. 33ouk4- 
. Where God doth mor... ..;! -. > 


only [a i it, bur CON- O ns wiſerni- 


finns jrprigh an. My ends 
alſo, f ear gu Ria 
have « trans $onl, 7 


tion, .mho have fled for refuge jo lay 
hold npon the hope (et before wr, Heb. 
.6.18- How wretched are we if we 


.do not belieyeGod when he Cxears 
| by himſelf,and the-ching it ſelf is ſo 


very evident and plain ! If God had 
defired our death, he might have 
deſtroyed us long 350 ,. what could 
have hindred « the. Almighty. He 


might have ſent che Ciuney my 40.0 | I! 
Hs: from {1 
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from the laſt drankex meeting : The 
Taft cime he ler Oaths flie out of 
His mouth, he wighr have preſent- 
ly ftop'd his mouth with fre aud 
Srimefowe, and thrown him into e- 
verlaſting burnings: The mercy 
of God hath kept him from keing 
coaſumed: And all the.paticace 
8nd forbearance of God' hath - 
bundancly teſtified that he /fajed 
for his Converfon, but delighted not 
in his death. | I 
Confider in the aext place this 
alſo, that if you negle@ to repens 
now, and to ſectre yonr fonls,rhiat 
this exhortation will bear witneſs 
againſt you at that great day. And 
How fad will it be, that chat which 
was intended for' your Copverfion, 
and eternal welfare,” (howld' turn to 
your Confufiox. This will be worth 
our ſerious refletion. When we lic 
a-dying, or when we appear before 


_*our Jadpe, and our Conſciences are 


throughly awakened, this refleQi- 
| on 


= 
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on will appale our hearts, and wo- 
fully pzrplex us. When we re- 
member, that in our health we 
were told of theſe things, and in- 
treated earneſtly to ſeek the Lord 
while he might be found, and when 
we conſider how ſecurely we neg- 
leted this exhortation, and put 
God off from'rime to time, till at 
laſt time was no more, how will 
ſuch thoughts as theſe amaze and 
confound us, Go now to a man 
that lies & dying, who hath thus 
dealt with God,and if he be awake- 
ned before he dies, he will tell you 
a ſad ſtory: Alaſs (will he. (ay) 
wretched wan that I am,who ſhall now 
help me ? | 1 have been often told of 
death and judeement, and of tht wrath 
of God againſt all nnrightton(neſs, and 
frequently called upon to repent Aand 
ſeek the Tow of God betimes: But'I 
bave put theſe thawghts far from ne; 


I have followed my luſts, my ſports and | | | | 


worldly buſineſs, and made my heart [6 
| H4. hard, 


152 The Boung an's Duty, 
hard, that the mercies of God, xo the 
terrors of the dAimighty could 6%erceme Þ tr 
it, avg new 1 ſec nothing beſore we, || © 
but the bottomleſs pit,and an wBſpcak- p! 
able ſorrow; Othat Icovld wewre- | i 
Aces the honres which I have ſpent in || ni 
dving nothing, or in aving wicked: CC 
0 that 1 had that time which 1 [peat jy || 1} 
Taverns and Plays, in dreſſing and 
conrting, in fooliſh djuertiſement: and || pr 
impertinent viſits, after the honours, 1 
and pleaſures, and profits of the iu 
world;  hew could 1 now [prnd themis | &; 
the houſe of Prayer, and the exerciles Y ve: 
of Religions Thus do many wretch- ; 
ed creatures bewail themſelves Sh 
upon their uneaftte beds; Some F&r 
indeed, that never make ſuch com- I 
laints there are, althoagh they &o 
ave lived. very wickedly, yet 
theſe mens eyes are opened when fy 
they approach their Judge ; and | 
are awakened with the flames of | 
Hell about them, Now certainly, 


"as we would not be thus extreamly fit | 
m1-. 3; 


3 wn 
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miſerable;! it will-concer us: to 
think of theſe .chings before they 
come to paſs, And would it would 
pleaſe the Almighty fo effecually 
to pat theſe choughts in our hearts 
vow; that hereafter we might not be 
confeunded and oyerwhelmed with 
them, EO 7703 e GY, 

Confider laftly,, what Iſaid and 
proved before, that you muſt re- 
rent: ior (periſh, 'That wpleſs yow be 
born. ag 45n J04.C4m acver enter into the 
Kingdow uf Heattey, You will ne- 
yer ſce God hereafter without an 
inherent and aniverſal — here ; 
Should'I reach you. any. other :dg- 
drine:I ſhould þe a moſt notorious 
feceiver,:. and a falle Prephet. Nay, 
Gould an. Angel from Heaven 
preach - -any} othes doAtrine , . 
ought ngt to:believe bime -. Thick 
the pecudivr crvineuce of Chriftian 
Religion, as well as. the undeniable 
Argument of the truch of ic, that 
it. 


- 


it goes ndiſpenfiblly require an 
wn Hs holy 


j 
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holy life in:order.:to & future hap: 
pineſs;. And iwhatever dodrin® 
orReligion doth diſpenſe with this 
we. may. ſafely. conclade it never 
came from God ;.--It is true in- 
deed; that the'/lives :of moſt men, 
andthe doftrines of very many, 
would ſeem to infinuate that this is 
#91:4r#c ; But ſure I am,the life,and | 
wH#rive of our blefled Saviour 
teach xs no leſs. And if we:make 
dat our rale, we ſhall-be erernally 
deceived and undone;'.if we do not 
become new creatures, Nothing 
leſs.theg this will ſerve your turn 
at the long run; And therefore 
chooſe whether you will repent 0r 
perifb-; - part with thy fs, or with 
thy Ged, thy ſou], thy hopes of Hes 
wen, - and. whatever ought to t 
moſt FEY _ thee :- 200-08 

ow of Feſvs Chrifft,"is a ftreight.in 
T ibs; rev 6 no Pefferss tC 
let in falſe people art, Here 1s 0 
wpesleence 01 diſpenſation to be = 
OT, W.IIC 
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which might give a certain Super- 
ſedeas from the labours and neceſ- 
ſities of an holy life. All that paſs 
into Heaven muſt go through that 
narrow gate which leads into ir. 
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one would think, and conceive 
eo0d hopes that you would no 
ſonger halt between two opinions, 
but that every man ſhould ſtrike 
his own breaſt, and ſadly think 
what he hath done, and ſer upon an 
effectual and ſpeedy Reformation. 
To the ding of which we have 
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2nd perſwade us.,asappcarsby what 
hath bin ſaid abrye. Bur yet be- 
cauſe we are eaſily obſtre@ed and 
kept from ſo holy and good a 
J work, I ſhall, before I makean 
J cad, thew what are thoſe uſual 4;z- 
Arances 
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And now I might have done, il 


very gr:at Arguments to move , J|þ. 
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dranges that keep; and ſo greatly 
entangle. them . that they do not 
proceed. o a ſpcedy and effedtual re- 
fermation and amendment of life, 
The firſt Hindr ance I thall Name, 
is this; Men ſay they are or ablc 


t0 repent and amend of themſelves, 


and therefore in vain do we exhort 


chem coit, They can,do nothing, 


they ſay, which-15 good: There 
iSa /pirit#al Erawp upon them, by 
which they.are diſenabled to move 
towards any thing of amendment 
of life, This do@trine they have 
bin taught, and they are willing co 
believe ic moſt trye. Iſhall there- 
Tore exaWine the truth of this pre- 
tence, And : 

. 1, T obſerve the forwardneſs and 
folly of theſe men who plead this 
excuſe,: when they are exhorted to 
repeat, they ſay they capnot, but 
yet at other times they put off their 
repentance to the houre of death, 
and.in ſo doing they ſuppoſe they 
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can.repens when they will: whet 
they fin, they ſay it is but repearings 
and all will be well; but when 
they are- called upon to do that 
ſpecdily and tffeAually, then they 
"ruby 1s' zw9pcſſ5ble.gghometime = 
hey ſuppoſe it a very eſie thipg,amd 
another * while altogether «bove 
their power, © 

2. It is very plain, that the great 
fault lies in our will; and net in the 
wart of power, however We may 
ceceive our ſelves, This will be 
made appear at the day of Judge- 
ment to every: one of our faces; 
Nay, this may eafily be made evi- 
dent now alſo. For (1) _— 
commands things «hſolutely impoſ- 
fole,. is a JoArne * falſe, of 


- 


whomſoever we | 
have learned it, Teect evvr ere Hh 
gd hath of '01d Fm Poſh 9 aid bv. 
cen thought a minid Dro pracepintms 
pernicious do-- Wo Hier, cpiſt-ad 
Aring. For who © 


Fang 
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fees not; if this were true, that th* 
Goſpcl would then be of no uſe af 
all, if it did only oblige us, and nol 


help us, if it commanded things 


rmpoſible to be done; and ſhould 
there leay us to an inevitable de- 
ftrugion ;” But the fault lies in ous 
. will: for (2) If we were wriling 

and reſolved, we ſhould not fit ſtill 
and ſay we could not -amend, but 
we woald try our utmoſt whether 
we could or got: At leaſt we 
(3-) . Should carefully uſe choſe 


means which God hath appointed. 


for our {alvation. Though we can- 
Not work grace in our. hearts, yet 


we can hear Gods Word, and read. 


it, and be frequent in the houſe of 
prayer: The fick man cannot*la- 
bour in his Fields, but, yet he can 
take Phyfick, nſec a.goed diet, and 


follow therules of his Phyffcian, 


and by that means . may becofne 
ſtrong to labour agamm. (4) How- 
ever we ſhould not þe {lo well con- 
RR 
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hearts aud ways: We. 
641 do that which he taw do bythe help 
of his friends .:. God 15. as willing to 
helpus as tenger father to: help a 
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tented-in. this-condition, if there | 

were not a fault in will 

- 3+. Though we caxnot alone, y:t 

with Gods help we may 2mend our 
ſay, 4. 14an 


child, carry. that burden which he J|{þ 
ſees treo heavy for him. It is a. II 
mae tegts anc as _ | 
He that its banfelf on Ai fe ad 
Amendment of if, es il OY [| 
find belp from Heaven, jnvetnr exli- |||\} 
This is a. very certain. "hi! 
truth, that a Chriſtians power and 
athſtance "is at Jedft equal to his 
work; God is not {o hard a Maſter 


as.t0 commandus things abſolucelys. þ F 


impoſfible: I ſhall therefore prove, | 
chatif men will wake uſe. of that | 


power which , God: hath -provided, fl 


they. will have-no reaſon to com» 
pow For it will appear, that God | 
Lath commanded nethivgybur whar Fi 


he 
- 
*S . ' £ 
£ 
, 
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he is very ready to help us to per- 
form ; {o that if hereafcer' we miſ; 
of He 22ven, we thall 'have reaſon I” 
only co blame our ſelves, For if I 

Gods, communas are hard and «#8. NP 

Cale... yet His'«ff5ftences and helpsjiif Ne 

made'uſe of, are very greet andou- 

Paerble. The Goſpel :does tio on. 

ly command, but it ew«bles us to 5+ 

beyyz It does not only require = 
dience, but it" alſo gives £746 
doth indeed' exp2t##; mac 6 frow by 

bur'then-ic doth beflow' 45 move b, T 

ſhall therefore neawe thoſe helps 

and powers which - Goe hath pro- 
vide us withal:- 

i(t;) He harhÞ TY the- 6fFf:- | 
#xce of his Holy $063k atidthis muſt 
_ be a very grene and effecual 
aMiftance. And God hath affured 

$that he will beſtowhis Spirit on 

em"that &5Kk'him, ? as readity'as» | 

Fither will give bread to his- child I” 

chat begs it of him :- Nay, -more |* 


readily, for if carthly Parenrs will Þ® 
£95 give 
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oive good gifts unco their Chil. 
cen, How much more ſhall owy bes- 
venuly Father give the holy Spirit to 
tberw that ask kim ? Luke 11:13. No 
promiſe can be more plain, none | 
can be more comfortable then this 

is. And if therefore we do bur 
hwbly and beartily beg this holy 
Spirit, as an hungry child cries for 
bread, if we do not quench #15 mu- 
tions, nor grieve bis Preſence, we 
hall not doly obtain him, but.we 


Uball find: his affiffance- very cffe- 
tual. We ſhall have no cauſe co 


complain that we are weak and 
feeble, no'reaſon to fear that our. 


 Efts ſhould be roo hard for us z, But. 


we ſhall find, that he that ws in #s, 19 . 
greater then he that 1s in the wirid,. 


1 John 4.4. That is, we ſhall ftad _ 


the holy Spirit which is ir us, nt 
only enabling us to ſapport, but to 
ranquith and dÞvercome_the Devil 
and all his Powers z Fear nor them, 


but remember who is on thy fide, 
| and . 
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ſide, and that God provides fyr 
thy ſecurity, Be nor diſmayed at þ, 
the devil and all his hoſt, the Spirit fl 
of the Almighty, that Holy Spirit; 
of power is engaged on thy fide, I 
will ſpeak to you-in the words of 
the Prophet 1/aiah, Fear net, 0 Fi-f 
£0b, my Servant, and thow Jeſhurun &; 
whom 1 have choſen : . For 1 will pour 
water upon him that is thirſty, and} 
flords npen the dry ground y 1 willponr fi 
” Tred, Fu m7 bleſ« tha 
| 0x } 877 - | » 4124 s 24 « Mis 
PA 2 eng Foqgeboom Py reng , 
then he is aware of,a greater power 
engaged. for him then againff him, ſh 
Indeed heis apt to be zfraid and to 
deſpond,: but that is becauſe he does ©} 
not know, his own ſtrength. The fÞs} 
Prophetsſervant was more afraid hor 
then he needed, when. his- Maſter þ 
Was beſieged,but the good Prophet 
bids him not fear, For they that be fn 
with us, ſays he, are more then the) 
that be with thew, 2King. 6.16. as 
1s 
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r is ſervant ſaw it too when hiseyes 
ere opened, It is juſt ſo with the 
reakChriſtianz the devil perſwades 
Sim he hath great Armics andHoſts 
zainſt him, but 'if his eyes were 
pen, he would fee his  freneth 
reater then his enemies. If God be 
ithus, who can be againſt us ? 
ow the holy Spirit of God will 
Sep us mirbrily, if we humbly be 
is aid,and cheriſh his motions,an 
ncerely follow his guidance and 
is conduR, | | 
"2, Another-help,' and very great 
conragement tyhich the Chrifti- 
8 hath, 'is'the confideration of the 
fite and. death of our Lord Jeſus 
hriſt-' Thar great example which 
t hath left'ns will be of very great 
dment to our amendment, if we 
lb but duly refle& upon ir... The 
pht of this brazea Serpent one - 
mould think; ſhould 'cure. our &i- 
empers,and heal the corruption of | 
wr aaturess The great example of 
OUF. 
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our Lord, were it always before 
- Our eyes, how would it;animate 
and encourage us in our Chriſtian 
courſe ! Methinks. we thould: ad! 
venture on thar -path which .ou 
Lord hath walked in before us : we 
ſhould not be afraid of thoſe diſh 
culties which our, Lard hath over 
come: .noridiſmaid at.thoſe trou 
bles and enemies, which che -Cap- 
tain of -our falvation, did moſt nn 
_ Cauntedly deſpiſe and conquer, It 
is a great encouragement to. the 
common ſouldser to ſee his Genera 
engage himſelf in the greateſt dan 
gers, and to triumph over them ” 
{uch an example ſhews him at once 
what he way d0,and what: he evgh'f 
And verily, the example of-.ou 
bleſſed Saviour : ſhould have theſ 
ſame influence upon us: How can 
we be proud, when he was aweck anc 
lowly in heart !'; Why-:fſhould we.” 
complain, when.'he was patient even 


unto death | we may well forg/% 
a8 
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+ i» enemy, Wiren our Saviour prays, 
"Yrather, forgive thers, for they knaw 
yt what they do; and well may we 
be contented with our condition 
when we remember the words of 
our Saviour, when he was abuut to 
drink the moſt birter cup, Not my 
Will, but thy Will be dee. 

7. Another help rhe Chriſtian 
th is,the incerceiiion of our Lord 
ſelus Chriſt in Heaven tor him: 
did he rightly conſider jeſus Chrift 
it the righr hand of his Father, he 
ould not certainly be thus feeble 
hearted, This confideration would 
adde a mighty vigour,new ſtrength 
nd courage to every drooping 
Chriſtian,and to every youngCen- 
\ Fert. Though qurSaviour died upon 
ne Croſs, yet he revived again,and 
$ yet alive, and appears before 
od in our behalf:: Me is able to 
nee them wnto the i.attermoſs that 
Jef me unto Cod by him,. ſeeing he ever 
wh1veth to wake interceſſion for them. 
= on Hear 
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Hear this for thy great comfar 
thou haſt an High Pricft inHeaveg th 
6ne that can pity and compaſionaty bu 
thec,and one that will help and ſuc by 
cour thee: One that knows thi? 
wants, and pities thine jnfirmities 
We have not aw High Prieft that cas 
wot be touched with the feeling of oy 
infirmities:but was in all Points tempt 
ed like as we are. And in that he him 
felf ſuffered, being tewpted, he is abl, 
{# ſucconr them that are tempt ed, Heb 
14.15. 2-18. Theſe words bring. 
with them a very great conſolation 
to the droopjng finner:He is not lef 
alone, and forſaken, God js witli 
him; His bleſſed Savjour hath bee 
cempred himſelf, an1 even now ji 
very mingfyl of thoſe that arc 
cempred, 

The next Mjnarance I ſhall namgs;. 
js this, which ſec men may be reagſ 
dy to ſtumble gt They judge thuigy.. 
;zf God have eleQtei and choſeny 
them, his Degrce fall Rand, "4, 

9919 
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"Ithey hall certainly be ſaved ar laſt, 
"Bur, («y they, if God hath pafſed us 
Wy, then all our endeayours will be 
$0no purpoſe, And therefore we 
hall not need be ſallicjtous abour 
Wuch matters as are already fxedand 
termined by the #nalt.rable Coun» 
ſel of God, and who hath refiſted 
bis will 2 
"8 And thus does the deyil miſe: 
Wably cheat and delude the poor fig+ 
Wer, by his ffrange reaches and gr. 
Fifices, Now [I ſhall ſay ſomethjng 
jo this pretence in theſe following 
Yeverals. 
1. It jscertxin that Gods decree 
"Wsnet the rule of our life, hur his 
Frricten Word and declared Will, 
fwe open our Bjble we ſhall finds 
hat, He thet beliewes ſhall be (aved, 
his is the Janguage of the Holy 
Xriptures: Tis a great plece of 
mide and folly Inus,to be gazing on 
Sigh for que djreRjon, when our 
jay lesſo plainly before us, bs 
131509 
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need not climb into Heaven tof# 
make a ſearch or no, whether or nd f 
we are earolled in the Book of life 7 
The World is nigh 1967 : if thaw ſhal 
confe;s with thy worth the Lord Fe ja 
Jas, and jhalt belizvs is thine heart 
1148 God bath raiſed him from thej® 
dead, thom halt ve {aved, Rom. 10.7 dy 
I,g. {ft we repent and believe the ai 
Goipel, it will go well with us at ſai 
the laſt and great day ;, but if welfſ® 
live and die in 9ar fins, we ſhall bef//* 
unayoidably miſerable; if we obeyſſPc 
the Goſpe), ro decree of God will'* 
ſhut us out of Heaven, And ifffdr 
we Continue in our fta and unbel;:f,ff% 
no decree of his will bring us thi. 
ther, | 0c. 
2, It is agreed on all hands, thay 4 
thereis no decree of God ſhuts uyPule 
| a man under a neF*4 
wk er dre, * alley of Jnoinnes 
and being damned. 9412 
Sin does not follow from Gods. pal 
ting a man, as an efe& flows fromp"t 
it 


+ 


co} its proper and true cauſe,and there- 
fore a mans damnation cannot flow - 


no 
fel] from it. | 
il 3: And therefore at theday of 
Yjadgement, the ſentence of Con- 
+ Ydemnation will not lay hold upon 
j4men, becauſe they were not elected, 
out becauſe, they were wicked, and 
ef 4d r20t obey 25e Goſpel. It ſhall be 
2Flaid to the wicked at that day, De- 
relitrt from me ye curſed into everlaſting 
\ellire,c. And wherefore is it? Not 
jfpecauſe they were inevitably ce- 
j{reed to-it, but far their own wick- 
;[{dneſs, as it follows, For I was ax 
f Brgred, and ye gave me ne meat; I 
$65 thirſty, andye gave me no drink, 
WE- * | 
| '4- If Gods decree were.to be our 
of le, no man could have any ground 
all for his faith, .and the Goſpel 
rFonld be a moſt uſcleſs and incffe- 
ual thing, which would be moſt 
FÞdlurd to believe. For: we know 
at there- is ih - the Goſpel the 
I _ vreateſt 


a.) 
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ound for every man;ll © 
e 'that is. 1Mapinible : | 
We have great cncouragement.ts || - 
receive the 'mercyp which God: of- 


Faith and- 


fers tis by his ſon: Tf we do: nor 
ſhut onr (elves owt, our Savieur dork] * 
not exclude us. The Goſpel opens 
7 large door of ow if| we donor 
Murir-upon our ſ{ebves; ' Mims the 
comerh to me, (iys onr Saviour. will 
1 no wiſe caſt out, John 6,34. Dit 
our Saviour put any back, becavuſf 
they were' not 6/eHed; and therefor 
he could-not receive them 2 ' Di 
he cequire any more then thi 
that chey ould yepegt and obey 1 
Goſpel t If he-be ſo mrrcifel as not 
to ſhut us out, why ſhould web 
ſo cynel as to' exclude eur ſelves 
Did the Apoſtles and firſt Preach 
ers of the Goſpel, require any worg 
of their Converts bur fs:chaadr{ 
pentance ?' Was nec this all hay 
Philip requited of the E1h1opian Evy 
nuch, and-St; Few} of rhe Gul 
rs fret " 


2th. 
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that they ſhould belieye in theLord 
Jeſus? A#s B. 36, 37, 16. 30, 3Ie 
No man that bc<li-ves ſhall miſcar- 
ry, and there is in the Goſpel all 
pofiible encouragement for our 
And therefore ought, we not to 
make the way to, Heaven more nar- 
row then it 1s,” and to ruine Our 
ſelves by our groundleſs fears, when 


our daty is {0 plain, and our exeon- 
ragerme at fo greati It will well ye- 
come us.to work whiles it is day, 


before we are huried in aa eternal 


d rkaeſs. If we fit ſtill whiles our 


time ſpends, and our day makes 
J haſte 7 


te from us; if we diſpute over 
our work, and negle todo it, we 
ſhall ſoon fit down ig everlaſting 
ſorrows, *Tis 2 lign we neirhec 


A love onr work aor yet our Maſter, 


when we are fq eafily diſcouraged 
From ft 77 take he wes 
values his lite, wil tale Care how 
to praſecry ighough he Gould be- 
EA” 18 


 lieve 
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licve the term of it fixed and not 
moveable: For certain it is, that 
-he will die if he fit ſtill and do no- 
think, and (o ſhall wealfo if we be 
not wiſe betimes, | 
Another Hindrance is this. Men 
are not willing to repent as yet, be- 
cauſe they look upon Religion as a 
very hard ſaying, a Melancholick and 
very grievous diſcipline: And how- 
ever it may become ſage, and aged 
perſons, it is not thought fit for the 
ative and the young, who muft 
not look toſee a good day ever af- 
ter. This generally is the pretence 
of young perſons againſt a religious 
life: I fhall defire theſe men to 
conſiderimpartially theſe following 
things, | ES 
1, Whetherit be not a very un- 


juſt thing that choſe men ſhould | 


paſs this ceaſgre upon Religion, 
chat never made any trial of it, 'Tis 
very. unequal, that” the ſaint man 


| | ſhould be both Aeenſer and Puget | 
#300 


” 


pp _ 
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And that a man ſhould condemy be- 
fore he hath convifed, Now this is 
the pretence of the profane and 
" | irreligious, who have no reaſon to 
pronounce againſt Religion, which 

they have had wo experience of, A- 
|] Hizde man is an incompetent Fudge 
" © of colours,but yet not more incompe- 
tent then theſe men in the matters 
F of Religion z Chriſt himſclf will 
' | noteſcape a ſevere ſentence, if Pox- 
LY tins Pilate may be allowed to be the 
Fudge, and his exemies his Ac- 
euſers, | | 

2. Let us conſider which is the 
harder ſaying of theſe two, Repent, 
'{] or Periſh: Repens, or lie down in e- 
| vir lafting burnings. Which is the 
| harder ſaying of theſe two, Repent 

and believe the Goſpel, Mark 1. 15. 

Or, depart ye curſed into everlaſting 
| fre, Mar. 25. 1. Certainly, the 

finner that ſhall fall into the hands 
{| of Gods Juſtice, will find no ſor- 

row like that ſorrow : And n_ 
cho [ 2 c 
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\ he may now think Repevt an hard (|? 
fayang, yet he will Aigd Depart y:; 
car/cd very much harder, The peg- 
pie thought Solomon's an heavy 
yoke, bat rhac was lighr to that 
witch chey muſt expect from his 
50n, whoſe little finger would be 
bigger then his fathers loins. We 
muſt bear the yoke of Chrift, or, the 
chains of darkneſs: we muſt retarn 
unto God by a new life, orelſe be 
twrned into Hell with dll the Natians 
dbet ferget God © 

3+ The igjun tions of Sin and Sa- 
tan are hard ſayings alſo, nay, harder 
thenthe exerciſe of Religion, 2nd 
thereforethe Ginner hath no rcaſou 
to uſe chjs pretence. Men ſerve an 
hard Maſter when they ſerve the | 
devil or their owa luſt; and yet this 
they do without complaining, 
though they command them un- 
reaſonable and contradidtious 
things, and in ftcad of rewarding 
Them for their pains, deprive a 
| 0 


— o—_— 


of rheir innocence, theirpeace and 
comfort, the favour of 535. the 
hopes .of Heaven, . And yet we, 
complain that God is nn hard Ma- 
ter, though he both -eword us, and 
help us ta do our work. Did we 
ſerve Gad as indujtrioaſly as we 
ſerve the devil and the world, we 
might be 'happy with the fame 

ains that now we are miſerable, 
þ is n0 ſmall pains the Kanec many 
tim4s is atto He undone, He cips 
his grave, ayc,. and makes Fs way. 
to hell wich no ſmall difficulty, We 
can take any pains to be miſcrable, 


bat will cak< none to be happy, If 


there 15 more of pai ina difloluce 
life, then in a fieligious y in the 
works of the fleſh, 

then in the fraits "EY Fapris dn6y 
of righteouſneſs, xc fry gm 
and of the Spiri9, ikcephylat, ingGa), 
Whea the A- 5*%* 
poltle reckons up good and evil 


the thing. were rightly conſidered, 


I 4 p<; 


& — 
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as 


works, the good he calls the furs 


| - of the Spirit, which is very: kindly 


expreſſed ; bur the evil he calls the 
works of the fleſh , as it is thought, 
ro let us Know the afficultics axd 
Tabonrs of a finful conrſe, Gal. 5.19. 
—22.— And certainly, if we 
would be at the pains to conſider it, 
we ſhould find that thoſe frwits of 
the Spirit are much more eaſte and 
joyous then the works of the fleſh, 
Ler us but compare them a little, 
and we ſhall find it trne . The fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
ſ«ffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, 
aeekneſs, terwperance. What is 
there here that will put us- to any 
pain or ſorrow : Nay, they afford 
Us much quiet, and are attended 
with an eaſe that the works of the 
fleſh will not admit of: 


mon 


reckons Adulttry, Hatred, Variance; 
Strife, Seditions, Envyings, Maraers, | 
Drunkenneſs, and Revellings. Now. |. 
Co au what | 


Now a+ | 
the works of the Aleſh he 


| ——_— _ 
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what ſorrows do not theſe things 
bring upon us ?* who can expreſs 
the ſorrows and pain of Adultery and 
Drankenne(s \ the torments of Envy! 
the 1urmoils andconfaſons that, come 
from Strife and Seditions | the un- 
eapneſs of Hatred and Yariance| and 
the very Nell which he lets into his 
ſoul, who is guilty of Revellings. 
and Aſuyders | will any man believe 
that Drunkenneſs is eaſier thenTem- 
perance ; Or that /ove hath as much - 
of pain as Hatred and Exvy ; or 
that'the chaffe meet with as many 
ſorrows as the Adulterer doth , may 
notany one perceive, that joy and 
peace, ' and gentleneſs and meekneys, 
are mach more yleaſant then Yari- 
ance and Revellines, Seditions and 


Murders 


- So that the ſinner hath no reaſon 
td uſe this pretence againſt Religi- 
on z for'tis but a cheat and delu- 
EO” I5 ſicn . 
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| Eon: *ris afalſe report bronght up. 


by a wicked Spice. The devil does 
by Chriſtian Religion as the old 
Heathens did by Chriſtians, They 
pu them into the $kins of wild: 
caſts, and then th-y worricd them. 
He milrepielents a wolt Cxcelicat 
Religion, 2nd thea his inftraments 
aflaultir, But certainly, the inner 
in The g1aan time will be-le{t with- 
out cxcuſe, he is afraid of that 
which would aot hurt him: And. 
thole that hawe bcea induftri6us 12 
the ſtrvice of God 'can tell 
him, that th:y.can find ao faulc 
with their Mafter-or their work, 


4. Ler him that thinks Religion 
{o great a ſlavery, look at the end 
ofic. *Tis great wiſdom to con- | 
kder the-<nd of -a matter, how it | 
cloſes and ſhurs up. We uſe to ſay, 
We muft not praite @ fair day till 
Pgh. And it was wiſely _— 

E 


nion of two perſons, whom he 
thought the happier, when he re- 
plied,#5at it could not be known which 
was the happier man till they were 
dead, That is well that ends fo- 
Who would not die the death of 
the righteous, and who wealt! not 
defire that his latter end might be 
like his: We ſee bur the [addeft pars 


of Keligion'in-this world, the more + 


lightſom part remains for us, when 
we ſhall be adde] to the ſpirits of 


juſt men made perfet, Now we - 


have the birt-reſt draught, our Sa- 
Yiour keeps rhe b wine to the 


laſt. + The-Devil does-not do thus. 


He deals with us as ys by Si- 
ſers, who gave him fair words, co 
vered him with a Mantle, and gives 
him'#ilk-to drink in lis thirſt: Bar 
he": coniceals ''rhe Nail and the 
Hammer wherewith ſhe opened a 


way for his foul to flie our, . 


Thus 
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ed of him, that was asked his opi- ; 
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rells- us. fair ſtories of what he 
will give us, it we will be his 
ſervants, but. he hides the hook 
under his bait; he. ſays nothing 
of the hammer and nail, of the 


for us. 


Ana2ther Hindrance.. is a Mil- 
underſtanding of - the Ceſfign of 
Chiiſts D:ath, and. an i! uſe 
which we make of .it. The moft 
wicked and diſlolute will ſay, he 
hopes- to. be ſaved by. the blood 


ners, . and therefore they think 
they have no more to do, bur 
oy to- reft themſelves up- 
on the blood of Jeſus, and by 
that means excuſe themſelves from 
an obedience to. the Lawes of 
Chriſt, . Bur 


. 
. 


3 | 1. They 
F* 


Thus the Devil does with us, he 


Inftruments of death which wair 


of Chriſt., who . died for fin- 


. bk I Truong 
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| 1; They make an. ill uſe of 
the death of Chriſt and encon- 
rage themſelves. in their finnes, 
for Chrift died not only to deliver 
us from -the guilt and puniſh- 
ment, burt' allo from. the Power 
and Dominion of our finnes, He 
gave bimſelf far us. that be might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and 
pnrifie unto himſelf 4 peculiar peo- 
ple wealons of goud works: Tit, 
2. 14. It is trae indeed, : There 
i new no Condemnation v9 thens 
which aye in Chriſt” Feſus. But 
who are they 2 Who walk nt 
after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit. 


Rom, $. 1. 


2- It is certain-,: that what- 
ver Chriſt -hath ſuffered , will 
do US nv good unleſs we OWN 
im to be our [Lord and Saviour, 
mleſs we repent 'and believe 
he Goſpel, that is, unleſs: that 


- 
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we perform: the condition of the 
New Covenant. For though Chriſt 
have done his part in order to vur 
recovery, yt he. hath not done 
owrs allo; Hs hath left us ſome- 
thing todo -viz.. to. perform the 
coadition cf the Goſpel, . We muſt 
have a faith and repentance, or elſe 
we. ſhall &- excladed ſrom the raer- 
cy of the Goſpel, Now we cannot 
be (aid tro b:lieve in Chrift unleſs 
we do obey him, ynle(s, we receive 
| him as our Lord, 


Qzid «ft Iyer 6a *0- orhecmilewehave 


14ot fldciiter hyMines) Ladd ao 
Citto credere 5 fide» DT. 3 fanſe tor 


em dro <fle, 6.6 kde; | fa;rh, W bat ſays. 


liter D:i naudaa fer- ©, ©. . , 
varc. Salv. de Gub. De! the SEri pture 10 
1.2, this maitcr? Tr 
tclis os, that. Ghrift bring made per- 
ifetf (or being conſecrated ; by, Js 


Geath ona the Croſs, as the. fempUſÞ 
Priefts were.couſecrated by theCe- 


remonies of the Lay of Aoſes) hs 
became the Author of ebernal [ervation 


ute all them that obey him,ticb.5-9- 
Qur 


CA eee nn OOO 


ee 
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Our Saviour tells ns plainly, He that. 


believerh on the Sen hath everlaſting 


life y And 5e that bel.eveth mot (or 


as it may be very well rendied,) 
| he that obey«th pot 
0 a525y Qn mou 5/4 van fait v67 


i;ft. © [0 , . . 
F _ ee life, but the 
76th of God a5:dith gr bir, John 
6 ;6, 


Ai.ocher great Kindrance 35 i 
worlily :airs, and bofineſs. * Onur 
Farms ani Yokes of Orxen; the 
cares of this world, and the de- 


ceitfulneſs of riches, are the great 


cuemies to Religion and Amend- 
mevt of life. THhis' coyrtouineſs 
made F+ds betray our Saviour, 
and the Phariſecs deride him, and 
Dewas forfake him, and the young 


man gov from him ſorrowful , the 


Gadarens weary of him, ' and the 
wick. d world perſetnte him in hiv 
followcrs. | 
But It ſuch men 'confid-r, how 
ſad a pargaia it will be to g4iz the 
: world, 


\ 
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World, a8d- loſe their ſoul. No- 
thing can make amends for ſuch 


a loſs: Wereade | 


frrs anal yr Of one Lyſimachur a 

King, who was for- 
ced to reſign his King iom to his 
enemies for ſomething to allay his 
heat, and fſatisfie his. thirſt, who 
when he drank, complained of his 
own calamity, Who for ſo ſhort « 
Pleaſure ſhould be deprived of (0 
great a Kinedow. Well may the 
ſinner cry out then, who for a little 
wealth or honour in this world, 
hath got only deprived himſelf 
of an eternal Kingdom , but lie 


down. alſo 'in endleſs ſorrews, | 55, 


How infinitely will this perplex 
him ker:after, when he ſhall be 
in the regions of dirkneſs and 
of ſorrow, to think that he ſhould, 
in purſuit . of the world, loſe 
his ſoul, and then at once loſe his 
ſoul and the world toe. 
Agother 
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Another Hindraxce is an Opini- 
en that our fins are greater then 
can be forgiven: They have con- 
tinued ſo long in their great and 
hainous fins, that they fear they 
are not now Within the reach of 
mercy. But ſuch a man muſt 
know, ; 


1» That Gods thoughts are-not 


as our thoughts, He tells ns, 1f 


the wicked forſqke his way, he will 
have mercy upon him, aud he will 4- 
bundantly. pardon, For, ſays he, 
my thoughts are not your thaughts, 
neither are your ways wy ways, Ma; 
55. 7, $8. And certainly, there 
is mot leſs. mercy in the Goſpel, 
thew there was wnder the Law, 
but more, Thoſe fins which un- 


der: the Law could not be ex-- 


piated, will under the Goſpel up- 
on onr faith and repentance be for- 
given, This is very evident,and St.” 
Paul tells us no leſs in theſe words, 
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By him all that believe are juftificd 
{rom all things, from which yt could 
not be juſtified by the Law of Moſes, 
AR. T3. 39. - 

2. Chriſt came not to call the 
ngheeous, but finnecrs to. repent- 
ance, He came to h-ai thoſe that 
were ſick, The more {eaſtble we 
are of our fins and ſpiritual maia- 


dics, the more need bave we of a. 
Seviour, and the greater afſnrance. | 


tat be willrecdve us. Core..an+ 
to me all ye that labour, and are Deavy 


laden, aud 1 will give yas refl, Mat: | 
Hi.zS. And him that comeih nnls 


we, 1 will is wo wiſe caſt out, John 
6.27. Thy fins muſt nor diſcou- 
rage chze from coming to Chriſt, 
F ho came into the world for ſuch, 
and hath received as great fiuners 
as thou art, 25 you may ce 1 Cor. 
E.1li, Such were (orwe of you, #ul 
you are waſhed, &c, It thy ſins be 
| as ſcarlet, yetat thou art ready tO 
part with them, they ſhall becom 

as 
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I, 18, 


The laſt Findrawre, and 1 feay,. 
the moſt common is the negleR 


of the orcinaty ineaus of grace, 
Faith romes «by hearing, aud hear- 


ing by the Word of God, Rom. 19. 
17. But ſomes are io prophane, 


[ 


and ſome ſo proud that they will 
not. fear &f all : 


how they hear: 
prepare before-hand, nor arcend 
lit the fervice, hor y<t conſider 
of it afterwards, Tae Preacher 
is looked on as Lot was by his 
ſons, . As one that works, And 


though God have written, and we 
_ the great things of the. 


aw, they are counted 45 6 ftrange 
thing , Hol. 8. 129. We hear 
indeed, but we go away and for- 
ger what mann-r-,of perſons we 
were; we go away, nor th: wi- 
ſer, nor the better for it, Aud 
that 
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1s white as ſnow, Iſa. 7, is, 


Ani for theſe 
that .do, yet they rake mo care 
i hey neither 


wm ans 


A, 
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that becauſe we came thithec 
with no hearty deſires to ger 


more kn »wledge or more grace: 


Should God make a ſearch in one 


of our Aſſemblies, and proceed 
from higheſt to the loweſt, he 
would, I fear, find but few among 


ns that had bin upon our knees be- 
fore we came together to ask his 


blefing upon his Word , few that. 


come with any longing defires af- 


ter the fincere milk of Gods Word, 


that they might grow thereby, Per- 
haps ſome might be found that 


could not tell for what end they: 


were come together. And ſo long 


as we are thus careleſs and remiſs in | 


thoſe things which' God hath ap- 
pointed for our ſalvation ; *tis no 
ro no Refor- 
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hy 
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Conrteovus Reader, be pleaſcdto t*ke notice -- 
that thcſe BOOKS follows ng ereſcld bly © 
George Calvert a1 $3m,Sprint at the 
Golden Ball is Duck-lane, 


GODS TERRIBLE VOIGE 
IN THE CITY; wherein you 
have tie Sound of the Voice in 
the Hiſtory of the two late dreadful 
Judgmenes of Plague and of Fire in 
1 oxd y, 2, The Interpretation of the 
Voice 1a the diſcovery ef theCauſe and 
Detign of theſe Judgments. 14 Editiore 

CHRISTS CERTAIN AND S$UP-= 
DEN APPEARANCE TO JUDG- 
MENT: &4, Editio». 

FIRE AND BRIMSTONE, 

1, From Heaven in the burning 
Socom and Gomorrah freely, 2. From 
Earth, in burning Mount Are. 
lately, 3, In Heil, go burp the wicked 
cternally, With the Additions of two + 
Diſcourſes, 1, Concerning the only 
Dejive:er from wrath to come. 2,Con- 
cerning GoJdlineſs inPtinciple andCons, 
yeriatian, 2; Edition, /L ) Pea wee. 

A Treatile concerning the Lords Suppef,? 
with thrce Djalogues,for the more uf” 

. Information of che week, in the narure — 

8nd uſe of the Sacrament, By Thumis 

Doolittle, 6 Edition, 


- a © 


-- 


FINE 5nd the End of Time, or two 17... 
 - c- i {es, the firii about Re cwprign | 
of tiive,che fecood about ont orig. | 
on of our Latter tad, by Foun Fox lite | 
__ Miniſter of the Go'pel. 
The $,mutr Affr:66, Of rhe Film ns of 
*- "$evmp Knowlee. By Md . Boris 
 lareof ErnweaiymD ei, 
Fa''#s Neceſſitec dilco eriip Option, 
F.uiti.zor a Blon at rhe Idol of Opinj. 
on 'freom rhe Hand of Faith Egnet 
* +» here theNeceſſiryof feita to be gie 
, _eov:red; Asallo what does not wile 
a'Bciliever, and vriizt des; avi the 
Nexdieſf: iefs of 51 Contenitons ebvur 
Opinions, the whole iſticed ts tlie 
meaneft C aparity : forthe Edificstiou 
| of theIvnnorare, and Eftabiiſhment of 
| the Y: averers, By Edward W-/!r. 
Mr. Cerill's Expoſition on the whole Book 
of 703 16 12 Volumes in 4to, 
yi: HISTORY of the Minagements of 
__ Cardidal F:44i9 Mazarine, Chief Mini- 


| ſter of tare of- the Crown of F; :xce, 
| written i» Latin by Count Gg'cszz9 
; " Gualdi Prie:ats, #nd Tranflited ic- 


E->. cording e- the Original, In which re 
\R related the principa} Succeſſes. haxnea 
, fromiehe begining of his Manzgem-ac 


ef Affairs tifl'bis Death, Tom þ Por: J 


